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2) GFEXELS
HARD WORK LEADS TO SUCCESS

When Condoleezza Rice was in high school,she was told that her test scores showed she
probally wouldn’t do well in college.But she didn’t listen.Modeling herself after her
grandfathers-one had worked three jobs to support his family and the other completed college in
1920-Condoleezza Rice threw herself into her studies with such comcentrated energy that she
entered the University of Denver at age 15 and graduated Phi Beta Kappa at 19. Today at 41
Condoleezza Rice is the youngest provost in Stanford University’s history, the first woman and
the first African-American to fill that prestigious post.

What brought people like Condoleezza Rice to the heights of their professions? The answer
is hard work, lots of discipline and positive thinking.

In any field it’s important to have ambitions and drive. But having worked with players,
executives, artists and young people, I’ve learned that those who rise to the heights in any field
aretn’t necessarily the ones with the greanest natural talent. They work hard. And they work
harder.

Of course, for hard work to really pay off, you need to work effectively.Here’s how:

Follow your dream.You must have a direction for your work. Set your objectibes early, then
devote all your energines to achieving them.

Viock out the time. Hard work isn’t something that you can do when you “get around to
it.” To be beneficial, it must be regular, exact and rewarding.

Take one step at a time. I talk to players and executives about the “one percent rule.” Don’t
aim to reach the top in a single session; just try to improve by one percent over the session

before.
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Manage your weak points. Instead of repeating things you enjoy and do well in your work,
concentrate on areas that need imporovement. Why do some successful executives finally fail? It
is found that these men and women relied solely on their strengths and made little effort to
support or even identify their weaknesses. Finally they were destroyed by these “soft spots.”

“Work,” author Joseph Conrad wrote “is the chance to find yourself.” If you think of work
as punishment, you’ll never achieve our goals. Working hard does have its drawbacks, its
difficulties and painful moments. There’ll be times when you’ll want to give up the whole thing.
But for every drawback, There’s a benefit.

Hard work is the way to the end of the rainbow.
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