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Preface

With the ever increasing globalization of science, technology, economy, and culture,
any local development is greatly dependent on and closely associated with the
development of its local and global environment. Science and technology information
is becoming critical during the development. Germany, as a well-developed country in
Europe and in the whole world (ranking the third in the world on international patent
applications), plays an important role in the advancement of science and technology,
and possesses rich experience on science and technology information services. At the
same time, Chinese science and technology information service is improving towards
the international standards. In recent years, there has been increasing communication
and cooperation of many areas between Germany and China, such as on politics,
economic trade, and culture. However, communication channel on science and
technology information service and the mechanism for facilitating such communication
still need significant improvement.

Over ten years ago, Ms. Elisabeth Simon, who was in charge of foreign affairs in
Deutsches Bibliotheksinstitut, wrote in a recommendation letter of my application for
DAAD scholarship, “I believe that Mr. Ye will build up a cooperation and
communication friendship bridge between German and Chinese libraries field after he
goes back to his homeland when he finishes his study”. It has been more than ten years
since my coming back from Germany. But what she said has always been encouraging
me to do something to facilitate the communication and cooperation between German
and Chinese library systems. With the further communication/exchange of Sino-
German science and technology, with the help and support of das Chinesisch-Deutsche
Zentrum fiir Wissenschafisforderung in Peking established by both National Science
Foundation of China (NSFC) and die Deutsche Forschungsgemeischaft (DFG), my
long-cherished wish eventually came into being. In April 2004, Chengdu Library of the
Chinese Academy of Sciences and Technische Informationsbibliothek und
Universititsbibliothek Hannover organized the first Sino-German symposium on
Current Development of Research Libraries.
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More than forty experts on library information circles of Germany and China
partiéipated in the symposium. Under Mr. U. Rosemann’s organization, as the
organizer of German conferences, president of subito e.V, director of Technische
Informationsbibliothek und Universititsbibliothek Hannover, the representatives of
German nationwide comprehensive libraries, such as die Deutsche Bibliothek and
Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin, as well as German nationwide professional libraries, such as
die Technische Informationsbibliothek und Universititsbibliothek Hannover, Deutsche
Zentralbibliothek fiir Medizin and Deutsche Zentralbibliothek fiir Wirtschaftswissenschaften,
attended the symposium. Most of the attendences were directors. The Chinese
representatives were from National Science and Technology Library (NSTL), China
Academic Library and Information System Management Centre (CALIS), five member
units of Chinese National Science Digital Library (CSDL), which play an important
role in current Chinese Academic Documents Information System, and Chinese
Science and Technology Information Research Institute, Shanghai Library and
Tsinghua University Library, etc. All are highly reputable in the Chinese documents
and information system. The fact that representatives from so many important libraries
of both countries participated in the symposium indicated the mutual interest and
enthusiasm of people in German and Chinese libraries and information institutions to
build up communication channels and mechanisms on Sino-German science and
technology information service. During the period of the symposium, by means of
close contact and extensive discussion, Germany and China jointly put forward further
cooperation on five fields, and hoped to hold research library symposium again in 2005
in Germany, with the support of das Chinesisch-Deutsche  Zentrum. flir
Wissenschaftsforderung in Peking.

The content of almost thirty papers submitted by the representatives matched the
three subjects of the present development of digital library, library business and library
service mode. The content of those essays referred to the digital library establishment,
subject information portal and navigation system establishment, science and
technology information resources sharing mechanism, library decision-making
supporting service, library general adoption of the market principle and its economic
analysis, library business, library management and the present development of reader
service, library international cooperation, etc. Those essays reflected the present
development of libraries of both Germany and China from different angles.

With the permission of the authors, the collected essays will be published soon.
All the Chinese representatives submitted English translation of each essay, and the
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submitted essays by German representatives had all been translated into Chinese by the
translators organized by the Chinese part. The symposia records and memorizes the
first symposium of science libraries between Germany and China. It is more important
that, by this means, the communication achievements of Sino-German science and
technology information service will prevail more widely, which will further influence
and speed up the development of Sino-German science libraries.

I would like to thank das Chinesisch-Deutsche Zentrum fiir Wissenschaftsforderung
in Peking for its support of the holding of the symposium and the publication of the
symposia, and also thank die Deutsche Forschungsgemeischaft (DFG) for its emphasis
on the symposium. Mr. Rutz, in charge of library of DFG, participated in the
symposium from the beginning to the end. I would like to dedicate the book as the gift
to those supported and helped the symposium.

YE Jianzhong
Summer, 2004, in Chengdu, China
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Digital Deposit at Die Deutsche Bibliothek

Ute Schwens
Die Deutsche Bibliothek, Frankfurt 60322

In whatever way you look at them, whether you focus upon their technical or economic
aspects or upon usage aspects, electronic publications are a fascinating medium. But
this fascination allows that a rather tiresome problem is being overlooked which is as
“old” as the electronic publication itself—its long-term archiving.

Almost 600 years after Gutenberg’s invention the net has entered a tough
competition with traditional media in disseminating of the written word as well as
images and sounds. This new medium endows the electronic publication with
enormous advantages: unparalleled accessibility that is enormously enhanced in time
and space, it offers full-text retrieval, it can be modified, it can be linked to other
resources. Almost any one of these advantages by itself and certainly their totality
offsets today and here its great flaw—its ephemeral existence.

On the other hand does science not live on the “here and now”, on the speed with
which new publications are made globally accessible, but also on the historical
dimension, the memory, the archive of knowledge.

Therefore it is only natural that the ephemeral nature of the medium has to be
counteracted by a concept for long term archiving. Even if the theme long term
accessibility is not as fascinating as the terrific development of the nets, even if its
development, implementation and—even worse—permanent practice emerges with the
smell of being cost-intensive, the problem is present and pressing, because it has not
been resolved yet. Day-afier-day we all have the experience that internet resources
which yesterday were still present have disappeared all of a sudden by today.

We have the obligation in front of future generations to keep our scientific and
cultural heritage usable. This vague “we” for us can be put in concrete terms for the
German publications.

The responsibility for the collection, indexing and making accessible of German
publications lies with Die Deutsche Bibliothek (DDB) at its three locations Frankfurt,
Leipzig and Berlin.

"In 1912 the German publishers initiated the funding of a national library for
Germany as a whole, the Deutsche Buecherei in Leipzig. In 1946, after World War II



and the division of Germany, they did the same again for the Deutsche Bibliothek in
Frankfurt. Because of the partition of the country two functionable libraries were
existing and fulfilling tasks of a national library, in the Eastern part the Deutsche
Biicherei in Leipzig, in the Western the Deutsche Bibliothek in Frankfurt. With the
Unification Treaty both institutions were unified to one—that is now Die Deutsche
Bibliothek.

Responsibility for printed and recorded music is assigned to the Deutsches
Musikarchiv Berlin, which is a department of the Deutsche Bibliothek Frankfurt.

The law regarding Die Deutsche Bibliothek of March 31st, 1969 specifies the
functions and duties of Die Deutsche Bibliothek, defining it as the central archival
library for Germany.

The law has since been augmented by the law regarding the Unification Treaty of
September 23rd, 1990, which provides for the establishment of the central archival
library and national bibliographic centre for the Federal Republic of Germany with
locations in Frankfurt am Main and Leipzig.

(1 am sure you know that this Unification Treaty was one of the results of the
reunification of the two parts of Germany: the former GDR—German Demokratic
Republic—with the FRG—Federal Republic of Germany.)

The last point ruled by the law was already mentioned by me: the responsibility
for printed and recorded music lies with the Deutsches Musikarchiv.

The primary responsibilities specified by law are the collection and preservation
of
e all printed and electronic publications issued in Germany since 1913, regardless of

publication form;

e all German-language publications issued abroad since 1913;
e all translations into other languages of German-language publications issued

abroad since 1913;

e all foreign-language publications about Germany (the so-called Germanica) issued

abroad since 1913;

e printed works authored or published by German-speaking emigrants from 1933 to

1945.

Doing all this Die Deutsche Bibliothek performs the task of a national repository,
for the time being mainly for the traditional print media.

Looking to electronic publications their collection is not totally included in the
collection mandate of Die Deutsche Bibliothek.



