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Preface

We have a dream to edit a photo album to show the history of old
China for a long time. The Reminiscence of old China makes it
come true. As the editors, we feel happy and proud to recommend
this book to you readers while we are not quite sure whether you
will be attracted by it as we do.

The history of China in the last two centuries is the history of
people’ s suffering and struggle. It saw the invaders from the ag-
gressive imperialist bloc, the corruption of the old government, the
deals and treaties which forfeited national dignity, the civil war
between the warlords and the miserable life of the people. The
Reminiscence of old China, which has three chapters, tells the
stories in this period of Chinese history.

The first photo in China was taken in 1844. From that time people
became fascinated by this method of recording the real life. Those
photos which were kept to present can tell us many things beyond
the words. We edit this album according to the development of old
China. [t can not cover all the aspects of the history but it can
provide us a new viewpoint to see the things happened. The
photos are indispensable because of the authenticity and objectiv-
ity. Adding up the knowledge about that period of history you al-
ready have , we hope that the Reminiscence of old China will bring
you a panorama of the past.

Historical Events selects photos to show the most important
events at the end of Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China
(1912 - 1949), such as : the Eight —power Alliance Army’ s in-
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vading China in 1898, Empress Dowager Cixi and Emperor
Guangxu’s death, Puyi’s ascending and giving up the throne, Yuan
Shikai’ s Monarchy, economic and social environment, natural
catastrophe etc. Many photos here are of high value.

Historical Figures includes many important figures in old China,
such as: emperors, princes, imperial relatives, governors and
generals in Qing Dynasty; presidents, premiers, ministers, diplo-
mats and warlords of the National government; committee member,
president and officials of the bogus government during the War of
Resistance against Japaninvasion and other figures. These peopile
played important roles in the stage of old China who influenced the
future of it. To know them is helpful to learn the history better.
Routine Lives and Customs shows the dress, decorations, vehi-
cles, buildings, customs and entertainment of the noble and com-
mon people in the cities and countries in old China. You can see the
restaurants, living houses, vendors and markets. To respect the
history, we also select some pictures describing the ugly sides of the
old society as prostitution, gambling, fortune -telling, drug taking,
superstitious activity and other things. We hope you will get a deeper
understanding of old China after finishing reading it.
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Tian An Men Gate is the main entrance of the Imperial Palace in Ming
and Qing Dynasty where the emperor issued the orders in the august
ceremony. It was established and named as Cheng Tian Men Gate in
1417 in Ming Dynasty. It was repaired and renamed as Tian An Men
Gate in 1651. This photo shows the gate in 1901 when the Allied Forces
invaded Beijing, with the craters in it.
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The Yuan Ming Yuan Palace is one of the imperial summer palaces in
Qing Dynasty. It consists of gardens and palaces of different styles. It
was burned down and sacked by the Western Invaders twice in 1860 and
1900.
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American soldiers outside Wu Men Gate.




J\BEBXEHAKEN .
The Eight — power Allied Forces entering Da QingMen Gate.

BXEAEXRZI A

The Allied Forces in front of Tian An Men Gate.
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The Allied Force in the Qian Qing Gong Palace.
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The chieftain of the Allied Force in front of a palace.
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Japanese and American commanders and generals in the Forbidden City
in Beijing. :

RERRYABIR.
The Boxers were killed
under the surveillance of
the British troops.
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Guards of honor in the funeral rites for Empress Dowager Cixi who died
on Nov. 15 in 1908.
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In May 1910, the mourning hall for emperor Guangxu who died on
Nov. 14 in 1908.
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The mourning meeting for the empress dowager Longyu in front of Tai He
Men Gate.




ZIEERESHNERALTEANIIAE.
Personages of various circles at the mourning meetmg for the empress
dowager Longyu in front of Tai He Men Gate.




