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THE ALIENATING

Mist rolls slowly back up the field

a retreating ghost army under

the mother-of-pearl-ringed moon

down the wide aisle of massed

trees ragged palisades of sheer
darkness

jet against the prickling dky where

stars keep remote counsel beyond

the perimeters of the wind.

Unbending pioneers

wrestled this farm from the forest

broke the deathgrip of stumps

worried the sour dirt arable

danced often in that silvered-roofed
barm

to the fiddle' s plangent whine

whirled through squares and circles

when toil stung them hungry for
frolic.

But this is a crueller night and time

we spin to more-cynical music

it hammers its city-spawned
rhythms

against the ribs of the farmhouse
behind me

Icrouch in limbo beyond the
window lights

a sudden stranger to both worlds

straining for the thoughts of Sascha
the dog

and Friendly the sheep, chewing his
slow dreams.

Peter Trower
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