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A MESSAGE FrROM
THE AUTHOR To THE READERS
Or THE CHINESE EDITION

The history of ~discovery and invention
reaches back into the ancient past of the hu-
man race. The heritage of tools, equipment,
and knowledge has been built up over the
past 10,000 years, representing contributions
from thousands of our ancestors. In this vol-
ume, | have attempted to show the two-way
relationship between equipment and science.
At some periods, scientific knowledge helped
produce better tools; at other times, improve-
ments in tools and equipment, such as tele-
scopes and microscopes, led to great advances
in scientific knowledge. The book has this in-
ter—relationship between science and technolo-
gy as one of its central themes, reflected in
the topics chosen and in the essays that in-
troduce each period of history.

The book also attempts to demonstza

“readers in many nations that the éfleritage"




science and technology that we share in our
own time derives from the contributions from
many cultures, including those of Asia, the
Middle East, Africa, Europe and the Americ-
as. For this reason, 1 am especially pleased
that Baihua Literature and Art Publishing
House have chosen to translate this volume
for readers of the Chinese language, and that
another edition is planned by a publisher in
Portugal. In a small way, perhaps a book
such as this can help peoples around the
world understand those aspects of human na-
ture and of our history and culture that we

all share.

Rodney Carlisle
Professor Emeritus
Rutgers University

New Jersey, United States of America

July 2005
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