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1. Folding Machine Gun

In under three seconds an expert shooter can
unfold the sclf-contained? ARES? 9mm fold machine
gun (FMG) from an innocent-looking flat black box into
a compact submachine gun® capable of spitting out bul-
lets at the cyclic rate of 650 rounds per minute. The
magazine capacity' is either 20 or 32 cartridges.®

Unfolded, the 9mm FMG is 19.8 inches long.  Folded,
it measures only 1.4 by* 3.3 by 10.3 inches. Al-
though the current prototype weighs about five pounds,
composite materials are expected to shave at least one
pound off this figure.?

Without a chance of its being detected as a weapon,
the folded 9mm FMG can be camied in your hand,
right out in the open. There’s a need by undercover law-
men, security officers, and special-assignment military
forces worldwide for a readily concealable, high-firepower
automatic weapon. It is this requirement that the
unique 9Imm FMG was designed to fill. Bodyguards of
heads of state should find it especially well adapted to
their use. These agents’ guns must not be apparent to
the public — for the sake of their distinguished clients”
images — but they neced more firepower than any hand-
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gun can deliver, in an automatic weapon less cumbersome
than the typical machine pistol or submachine gun now
used for such duty.

Francis Warin, senior engineer at ARES, Inc., of
Port Clinton, Ohio, is the inventor of this high-tech
submachine gun. It is currently under development by
ARES, which is headed by Eugene Stoner, famed de-
signer of the U.S. M-16 rifle.

Because ARES is strictly in the research and devel-
opment business,. another firm will manufacture the 9mm
FMG when R & D® work on the gun is completed. Sales,
of course, will be restricted to military and law-enforces
ment purchasers. This is not a consumer product.



2. Mystery of the Missing Snake

Not long ago, reptile and medical experts at the
Bronx Zoo in New York were confronted with a strange
problem. It seems that a young forest cobra® — which
had beer living in an exhibit with its “brothers and sis-
ters’” — was suddenly missing !

The absent snake caused some alarm since the species
is highly venomous (able to inflict a poisoned wound).
Since the keepers didn’t have a clue as to how the snake
might have escaped, the situation was both a mystery
and a cause for worry.

It was possible that a cagemate had eaten the miss-
ing snake. But this was not likely because all the ani-
mals were the same size and forest cobras do not tend
to be cannibals (animals that consume their own kind).
Besides, the snakes had all just been fed the day before,
so it wasn’t likely one would have been hungry enough
to eat a relative, too.

But, not having any other bright ideas, Chief Vet-
erinarian Emil Dolensek decided to test the “cannibal
theory.” How? By taking X-ray photographs of the
other family members present, of coursc. In keeping with

the routine for handling venomous reptiles, the keepers
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collected their antivenin (serum that fights the effects of
poisonous qvenom} and snakebite kits.

The snakes were transported, each in a small sack,
to the zeoo hospital. One by one they were placed on
the examination table and x-rayed. Within a few min-
utes, the zoo officials had the answer to their mystery.

One of the X rays clearly showed a small snake loosely
coiled inside its brother. But — wait — there was more.
A tiny mouse was visible in the mouth of the ingested
cobra ! Apparently both snakes had started supper
at the same time on opposite ends of the same mouse,
The surviving snake, it seems, had simply swallowed its
dinner partner along with its supper.



3. Father Seahorse Gives Birth to Babies.

This fish looks like it might have wandered off a
ranch, lost two legs, found a tail, and decided to go for
a swim. Scientists call it Hippocampus.! But with its
long, tubular snout, angled head, and weird habit of
swimming in an upright position, one can easily under-
stand how it got the name seahorse.

Seahorses are warm-water fish found in oceans all
over the world. Twenty separate species (kinds) of
seahorses are known today. The largest of these creae
tures grows to about a foot in length (36 centimeters).

Most seahorses live in shallow waters, clinging to
scaweed and other underwater plants with their long,
monkey-like tails. They spend much of their time snap-
ping up tiny crustaceans® (shell fish) that drift by on gentle
ocean currents.

Yet, as weird as seahorses look, “looks” are not the
oddest things about these fish. Female seahorses have
a very unusual — and very clever — way of giving birth
to live young. They let father do it!

At breeding time, a female seahorse deposits over
200 eggs into a pouch on the underside of a male seahorse.
The male fertilizes the eggs, which then sink into the soft
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walls of his pouch. Oxygen and food are passed to the
develeping eggs through a rich network of blood vessels.

A male seahorse carries his eggs for about six weeks.
When they begin to hatch, the male bends and jerks —
shooting out baby seahorses from the pouch with each
motion.

This “labor” is very tiring. : Some male seahorses
have been known to die of exhaustion after “giving birth.”
"Yet most male seahorses soon recover and begin looking
around for another female to load them up with more
eggs.

So, “all horsing aside,” Hippecampus is still one
weird fish.



4. Super Ears for Elephants!

They say that elephants never forget. Well, now
elephants may gain a new title to go along with their
super memories: Super ears.

Researchers at Cornell University in Ithaca, NY,
have uncovered evidence that elephants can produce
infrasonic® sounds. These low-frequency sounds, just
below the range of human hearing, may serve as a “secret”
communication link between clephants.

Discovery of the elephant’s ability to produce in-
frasonic sounds began in Portland, OR. There, Dr,
Katharine Payne, head of the Cornell research team,
was observing caged zoo elephants. She kept feeling
“something like the vibration from the lowest note on
a big pipe organ, or the slight shock wave one can feel
from far-off thunder.”

Later, a team returned to the zoo with sensitive sound
recording equipment. The results showed that the
#shock: waves” Dr, Payne had felt were caused by the
clephants. They were producing infrasonic sounds.
Experiments with wild African elephants showed the same
results. “Secret sounds” -made by elephants are accom-
panied by a “fluttering’ near the animal’s nasal opening.
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