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The mosque (being translated by Arabian as “Masjid”, means a
PREF ACE praying place) is generally elucidated as the site for worship by Is-
lamites. It has been esteemed by Chinese moslems as the house of Allah
(God), being by far, the most clarified, genuine, purificafory and exceedingly uncontaminous, sacred locality.
According to the contemporary written record, the Islamism was propagated into Shandong in 1265. The creation
and establishment of the Shandong mosques was originated far from the Yuan Dynasty and became specially flourish-
ing after the Ming and Qing Dynasty. This is closely correlated with the migration and development of the Islamic
moslems all together. During the Yuan Dynasty, the moslems dwelling in the Mid-Asia of various nationalities had
been signed, issued or voluntarily moved eastwardly in large scale to China by the Mongol Empire. A great many of
them had settled down in Shandong. Whilst, a lot of high officials and noble lords of the moslems had held their
posts in Shandong. They were always living in compact communities. And they had usually built up the Islamic
mosques around their lodging places in order to satisfy their religious zealous aspiration.
The Ming and Qing two dynesties were acted as the important historical period for moslems. In those years, the
Hui nationality had taken their shape and the Islamic culture had been consolidated with the Chinese traditional cul-
ture into one integrity.



The architectural fashion of the Islamic mosque is provided with distinctive nationality feature and local cultural

characteristics, so as to form up a definite construction model and corresponding scale. In the early 20 th century,
there emerged with those mosques specifically for female moslems one after another. '
Al ter the founding of the People’s Republic of China, and the carrying out and practicability of the National religion-
al policy and Nationality regime, all the aspects on economical and cultural undertakings of moslems are becoming much
more thriving every day. Since then, the mosque buildings have manifested a prospect of prosperity, just like faded tree
will be sprooting new buds in mild spring, or as flourishing as hundred flowers b¢ing animated on their floresence.

Within the whole Shandong Province, nowadays, there are 10 Islamic nationality memberships. They all believe
Islamism as their sole conviction. There inhabited moslems totally 459,853 persons, of whom, the Islam nationality
amount to 459,597 persons, hold 99. 94%. In the whole province, there opened with 396 mosques, situated in street
localities. They are mainly distribuleﬁ to the villages, townships and streets, widely spreading over the northwest,
southwest of Lu Region, and the criss-cross boundary sections between Shandong, Jiangsu, Hebei and Henan
Provinces, as well as alongside the old course of the Huanghe River and the Great Canal that linking up Beijing-
Hangzhou, where abouts, on both sides of the river bank, prevailing the main passages for numerous merchants,
travellers and tourists. Thereaway, the moslems are lodging in crowded society far and near.

As to the construction style of the mosq in Shandong, it may be classified inte two categories;

The one is pertaining to the architectural feature of Chinese archaic palace fashion. It is adopting the formation
that along with a central axis line, from the east to west, to build up a form of quadrangle courtyard with a series of
one or two rows of houses.

Generally speaking, the worship hall is situated at the center of the site. A{ the rear of the hall, on the outer
part of the hollow wall, there stands a turret vertically. At the front of the hall, there erect two lecturing rooms con-
fronting against south-north directionoppositely. On the one side of the hall, it is built with a bathreom for moslems
to undertake their cleaning ritual. In the‘ courtyard, there established with upright stone memeorial tablets, hanging
with horizontal inscribed boards and put up antithetical couplets on the wall. Inside the yard, flowers, weeds, trees
and shrubs are all around planted.

As to the mosques of greater pattern, th.ert erecied with grand Bang tower and Moon watching tower. The reli-
gious service hall is built up by big timber with protruding ridge fashion. It is adopting the structure of utilizing
joints and junctures to connect two or more sloping roofs of the palace into an integral. Thereby, the roof plane pre-
sents the shape of narrow and deep rectangle. Thus, it is quite different with the traditional temple of Han nationali-
ty, of which, the total height of the roof is positively proportionate to the cross-depth of the building. This conjunc-
tive structure is acted as one of the unique creations in Chinese traditional architecture.

The other one special architectural style of Shandong mesques is that the mosques are mainly built up by means
of Arabic architectural style. Since 80s of this century, this style has been emerged in some regions of the province
successively. It almost holds 20 !} of the total mosques in whole province. It adopts the concentralized type structure
drawing, and emphasizes on vertical axis lines, and thus arranging the whole building into upper and lower two sto-

ries. The upper story 13 used for religious service great hall, while the lower story being acted as a lounge and recep-



tion room. Its outward appearance moulding imitates the fashion of Arabic mosques. On the roof top of the great
hall, it is built up a group of vigorous and saturated arched dome with green color. It is prominently different with
the pattern of traditional mosque architecture. Furthermore, in recent years, there bring about a special architec-
tural decoration style which melts sufficiently both the Chinese palace architecture style and Arabic fashion into one-
ness. In addition, the mosques being built up are usually predominated with special localized peculiarity, for in-
stance, the moslems street at Yishui County, and the mosque of military stores at Juancheng County.

Nowadays, the mosques in Shandong are always nominated by the original names of those villages, streets, town-
ships as well as local orientation or district marks, such as, the East gate, South gate mosques at Cao County; Houji
mosque; the North Ying, Shijia, Zhangguan mosques at Dezhou City; the Shunhe East Great Mosque at Jining, as
well as the South and North Great Mosques at Jinan City, etc. Prio;- to the Ming Dynasty, the mosques were largely
called as “Religious Service Temple” or “True Religion Temple ”. Since the Qing Dynasty, up to now, it has been tak-
en the nomenclature to be called as “Mosque ” uniformly. '

The Islamism always opposes against the worship for thuse idols. Therefrom, although the buildings of mosques
were installed with richly carved beams and painted rafters, however, never being decorated with human or animal
images an);way. In general, it is adopting plain and neat sceneries, such as. flowers, weeds, hills and waters, etc.
The internal furnishings in the great hall would be adorned by Arabic artistical characters and geometrical lines, dia-
grams, etc. The small animal statuettes on the roof ridge are only ornamented with the appearance of flowers and
weeds to be plasticized into animal figures. The architectural decoration of mosques in Shandong is featured with the
peculiarities which achieve mastery through comprehensive study on Chinese traditional ornamental craftsmanship to
protrude the speciality of Islamism. For instance, the wooden sculpture on the side gate of the great hall of South
Great Mosque of Jinan Crty; the frescoes in the North Great Mosque at Linging County; the stone work ornament of
the East Great Mosque at Jining City, etc, so far as are concerned, all these Chinese mosques’ Culture and arts have
been acelaimed as the acme of perfection as the gems of Islamnism.

The educational system for the holy scripture lecturing reom, which had been erected popularily far' from the and
of the Ming Dynasty up to the beginning of the Qing Dynasty, all over Shandong mosques, has been acted as an im-
portant pillar for Islamism to rely upon, in order to prolong and propagandize everlastingly.

The holy scriptural education in Shandong was originally created by the famous seripture master Chang Zhi mei
(almost 1610~1670). He had established a school of thought on holy scripture of Islamism in Shandong, China, and
enjoyed a high reputation all around the Islamism circles both at home and abroad.

In 1988, Shandong Islamism Association at Jinan South Great Mosque, Summoned the first period Khalifa ap-
praisal and training class for the whole provincial moslems, so as to promote the holy scriptural education to a new

_ development era.

Shandong mosques have long been the important link to consolidate the broad masses of moslems all over the
country, being also acted as the actual witness to the affectionate friendship all around vast moslems both at home
and abroad as a whole. Whenever during the festivals of Id-al-Fitr, Curban, and Mawlid al —Nabi, etc, the moslems

of Islamic nationality, Hui, Uygur and kazakh nationalities are certainly gathered at mosques, to commonly take part



in the congratulating ceremony and religion service. Since 80s of 20th century, those moslems of both collective units
or individuals come to their respective local mosques to proceed visit and look around, are much more increased year-
ly. Up to the end of 1991, Shandong mosques have received moslems [ 425 person-time who come from 48 countries,
also, accorded cordisl receptions for meslems from various domestic provinces, autonomous regions. and municipali-
ties directly under the Central Government, totally 4657 person-time.

This book attempts to introduce briefly and objectively the mosques in Shandong nowadays, concerning their ar-
chitectural style, historical evolution, educational activities at the scripture lecturing rooms, religion festival affairs
as well as foreign friendship relations, etc. Moreover, the focal point would be put on the depiction about the rich
and graceful gestures profoundly permeating all over the architectual arts of various local mosques. This is the unique
culture standing contributed by mosques in Shandong, being also the main constituent of Chinese Isiamic civilization.

Owing to the limitation of ourlevel, it is inevitable to make any insufficiency in this book offered to our Dear
Readers. In fact, the deepening excavation and systematic arrangement on the culture and arts of Islamism in Shan-
dong has just put forward its starting pace. Shice then, we are earnestly presenting our primary research outcome in
order to get favourable criticism from our broad Dear Readers. It is warmly expected that this pamphlet would like to
raise up popular concern and deserved attention. Thereby, for the sake of one step further on the development of this
valuable work, for purpose of making magnification to the superior traditional culture of Islamism, it is zealously as-
pired to put forward still greater forthcoming contribution.

{The Mosques of Shandong
China) Compiling
Committee
May 1992, Jinan City
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