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FOREWORD

In China, teaching Chinese as a foreign language has a histo-
ry of over 40 years. During the last decade, TCFL has made great
development in overall design and textbook compilation as well
as in classroom teaching and testing. New and full-fledged explo-
rations and experiments have resulted in encouraging achieve-
ments in the building up of TCFL as a discipline. Textbooks are
being systemized and multidimensionalized and a number of aca-
demic works have been published. All these have helped lay a
foundation both in ‘practice and theory for the further develop-
ment of TCFL.

In the respect of Chinese grammar, there are several gram-
mar books intended to meet the needs of foreign learners, these
books are useful in Chinese grammar teaching and studies. How-
ever, in both content and the way of writing these works are often
too lengthy and meticulous for beginners to follow. What they
need is a grammar book which is easy to understand and use.
{Essentials of Chinese Grammar) is such a book. As a grammar
book for beginners of Chinese whose mother tongue is English, it
gives prominence to the focal points in teaching and the diffi-
culties of foreigners. It does not aim at giving a very systematic
and overall treatment of Chinese grammar. To make it more con-
venient for beginners to follow, it is published in bilingual form.
My thanks should go to the authors of the grammar works and



TCFL textbooks I refered to when I prepared this book and to
Mr. Zhao Jinming and Mr. Dong Shuren who provided tremen-
dous help to me. Criticism and suggestions from the users, teach-
ers and students are most welcome.

Zhao, Yongxin
December, 1991
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Chapter One
Grammar and Grammatical Units
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1.1 The Nature of Grammar

Grammar and vocabulary are the
two essential elements of language. Vo-
cabulary is the aggregate of words and
the'elements of language. Without vo-
cabulary, there is no language. Gram-
mar is the way in which words are used
to construct sentences. Language can
not be formed without grammar. For
instance, “®Ai1”“# 3" “IXik"are three
words. If any of these is taken singly, it
expresses a single meaning. If these
three words are grouped together in any
order to say: IWIBFEI R or FIR
i1 &, they are no longer isolated
words. Similarly they do not express a
certain meaning, because they are not
organized according to Chinese gram-
matical rules. They could express a
complete meaning only by following the
order of ® 1% J W5 . When we
speak or write, we use many words to
construct all sorts of sentences. There
are definite rules that govern the

_1_._



