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Abstract

Hanfeizi was the very important book about politics and philosophy
which was written by Hanfei and reflected the features of ancient Chinese
at the Warring States.

At the Warring States of Chinese history , on the one hand there
were innumerable wars among states and the Chinese situation was charac-
terized by turbulence and intranquility, on the other hand there was free-
dom of thought and the culture of the Warring States was more flourishing
than ever before. Thus the vocabulary of ancient Chinese of that time
changed more rapidly than that of the Spring and Autumn period and
many words developed their new meanings. The research on the synonyms
in Hanfeizi would show the vocabulary features of ancient Chinese before
Qin Dynasty and provide the basic data for the study of the history of Chi-
nese vocabulary .

The research has investigated the synonyms of Hanfeizi and de-
scribed the details of them on the basis of the exegetics and modem se-
mantics. Then we have discussed some problems on the ancient Chinese
synonymy . Most of the synonyms of Hanfeizi were interdependent and
could be found by the texts . I have drawn 280 groups of synonyms in
_ Hanfeizi , among them there are 72 groups of nouns, 167 groups of verbs
and 41 groups of adjectives. I have probed into the meanings of these
synonyms and drawn the mutual sememe for each group. And I also dis-
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cuss the problems such as how to decide and differentiate the synonyms of
ancient Chinese , etc.

The paper has been divided into eight parts. Chapter 1 is introduc-
tion. Chapter 2 is the brief account of Hanfeizi and its synonyms. Chapter
3 describes the synonymy of monosyllabic nouns. Chapter 4 describes and
analyses the synonymy of monosyllabic verbs. Chapter 5 describes and
analyses the synonymy of monosyllabic adjectives. Chapter 6 deals with
the basic patterns of the synonymy of Hanfeizi. Chapter 7 copes with the
view and consideration on the synonym discrimination. Chapter 8 discuss-

es the shaping — up ways of the synonyms of Hanfeizi.
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