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Preface

Chinese nation has a long history of more than five thousand years. The broad and profound Chinese cul-
ture is the spirital prop of the continuation and development of Chinese nation and also a bright pearl in human
history.

Caozhou, now Heze in Shandong Province, lies in the middle of the Central Plains along the middle and
lower reaches of Huanghe River. This ancient land lies on the common boundary of Jiangsu, Shandong, Henan
and Anhui. The great Huanghe River bred the ancient civilization here and has been fertilizing the vast expance
of plain and adds much beauty to the land.

In New Stone Age, man began living here and created both material culture and spiritual civilization. Em-
perors Yao,Shun and Yu, the three mostfamous tribe leaders in ancient China, once acted in this area, Even
now, there are over one hundred monuments and sights such as Emperor Yao’s Tomb.

"Only the peony is national beauty. When in full bloom, it stirs the capital.” Heze is the world — famous
“native place of peony”. The customs and morals of the people are simple and kind. There are abundant trea-
sures of earth and jewellry of heaven. It’s a place propitious for giving birth to great men, and celebrities have
been appearing one after another. This can be seen from the ancient and modern books and records.

For millenniums, just like men, Caozhou women have been standing firn and unyielding and acting with
courage and determination. They have both the honest and forthright nature of the northerners and the gentle
and sensible character of the oriental women. But now, it’s still a space in studying Caozhou women systemnat-
iclly and writing books for them. In order to sum up history and to make people, especially the young people,
know more about their hometown and love it, increase their national confidence and the sense of national pride
and be familiar with the women development history, Jiang Baofu,Xu Guangpu and Zhang Jingu have written
the book " Biographies of Caozhou Famous Women” , which records the achievements and developments of Heze
women through the ages.It’s a great contribution.

As everyone knows, in the long feudal society of China, women were at the bottom of the society. The sup-
pression of the society, the shackles of the feudal ethical code and the trammels of the force of habit stopped
them from putting their intelligence and wisdom to good use. Although they sometimes showed a bit of their
brilliant talents, it was hard for them to avoid reproach, discrimination and even persecution. In that society,
even if the intelligent and brilliant women made preeminent achievements in a certain field, it was hard to be
approved by that society. The feuldal traditions, such as” the three cardinal guides and five constant virtues”
and” Ignorance is a woman’ s virtue.”, greatly hindered the women from making progress and achievements. It’
s not hard to imagine that it was exceedingly difficult for women to accomplish something.

Where there is oppression, there is resistance. There are some bright stars in the dark cold sry. For thou-
sands of years, outstanding women, who were unwilling to be at the mercy of destiny, who were brave enough to

face life,and who made leading achievements in a certain field, had contnuously come to the fore. Their role
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can not be undervalued , though there were not so many of such women. In the long feudal society, the outstand-
ing women appeared as sparse as morning stars, a few but brilliant. Their features appear distinctively in the
tremendous amount of historic books. In Xia and Shang Dynasties, Shen, one of Tang’ s imperial concubines,
who was virtuous and wise and diligent in managing internal affairs, helped Tang destroy Jie of Xia Dynasty and
rule the whole country . She was looked upon as the model mother becanse of her nobie character and high pres-
tige. In the Spring and Autumn Period and the Warring States Period, Xishi, the famous beauty who caused cit-
ies and kindoms to fall, sacrificed herself for her motherland and her people. That’ s a forever much ~ told sto-
1y. In Zhou Dynasty, Tao Dazi’ s wife persuaded her husband to be an honest official, to prevent the wish of ava-
rice and to show filial obedience. Her deeds cuased her name to shine in the pages of history.In Han Dynasty,
QiJi, Liubang’ s favourite concubine, who is regarded as the first peoetess of China, worte the poem” Son the
King, Mother the Captive, ” expressing her grief and indignation to the painful slave life and her deep longing
for her son who was far away in a foreign country. The story became a peak of poetic perfection through the ag-
es. At the end of Qin Dynasty, Empress Lu, Liubang’ s wife, shared hardships with Liubang to strive to conquer
the country. After Liubang ascended the throne, armed rebellions appeared here and there. Empress Lu assisted
Liubang in managing state affairs, and put down the rebellions. She planned to kill Hanxin to maintain the basis
and killed Pengyue to remove the future trouble. Under the complicated political circumstances, she went
through the mill and became a firm and brave heroine . In Ming Dynasty, Empress Ma, Emperor Taizu’s wife,
helped her husband to found the empire and manage state affairs and bring peace and stability . Her merits are
immortal . Empress Dowager Wenhui was a politician at the end of Tang Dynasty. Her son Zhuwen ever joined
the Huangchao Uprising. In Tang Dynasty, when Jia Xiaonu was 15 years old, her father was killed by Xuanji,
their classman. She nurtured her younger brother to stand on his own legs. Later her brother killed Xuanji.
She asked for death instead of her brother. What she did was really moving. In South Song Period, Liang
Hongyu, the famous general Han Shizhong's wife, assisted her husband in fighting, and boosted the morale of
the soldiers. . .. ..

In modern times, Caozhou women were as loyal to the country as men and willing to shed blood. Their
deeds startled the heaven and moved the earth. In the War of Resistance Against Japan, Liran, a female Party
Member, was arrested. But she faced the enemy bravely and died a heroic death. Another heroine, named Guo
Junqing, disguised as a man and joined the ammy to dedicate herself to the service of her homeland. She made
achievements many times in the battles of assalting Pingquan and Chengde etc. In 1950, she was honored with
the title of " National Special Class Combat Heroine”. and "Hua Mulan in Modem Times” .

Mao Zedong once said, ”women are half of the sky.” During the period of socialist revolution and con-
struction, Caozhou’s courageous women showed their great wisdom, talents and deep devotion for the progress
of human society in various posts of agriculture, industry, science & technology, sports and so on. The noted
patriot Mr. He Siyuan’s daugter, Ms. He luli, now the Vice — Chairwoman of the Standing Committee of the
National People’s Congress, spares no efforts in the performance of her duty and exerts herself to the utmost for
the country; the famous writer, Guo Lianhui, enjoys a high reputation both at home and abroad; Ms Zhao Xue-
fen, the daughter of the well - known anti — Japanese aggressors general Mr. Zhao Dengyu, devotes herself to the
educational cause and has won her fame in Beijing; Yu Opera actress, Ma Jinfen, actor Cui Lantian, the singer
Peng Liyuan and so on are well — known all over the country; Zhang Yuping won the championship of the na-
tional martial arts matches for several times, which was a sensational run; the famous sculpturer Mr. Zhang De-
1i, the Professor of the Central College of Arts won many honors because of his artistic works; the model deeds
of Ms. Zhang Donglian who was once the representative of the 15th National Party Congress are spread among
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the local people in the hometown of peony; Ms. Ge Zhuqin, the winner of the National May 1 Laboar Medal,
stuck to her work as a teacher even though she was in serious condition.

" Biographies of Caozhou Famous Women” collects most of the representive figures of women in Caozhou in
different historic periods. They made great contribution to the development of politics, economics, culture, and
science for the hometown and the country. They occupy a certain position in the development of Heze, Shan-
dong and even the country. Their thoughts and deeds reflect the social devlopment of politics, economics and
culture at that time. The editors of this book spent a few years, looking up the files of authorized history, spe-
cial history, unofficial history, notes, essays, and local historical records. The careful and serious collection
and selection of women heroines were made with prudent attitude and right viewpoints. The book absorbs the
merits of many other books and tries to avoid self — contradition in the use of words. No doubt it is a highly
readable and highly valued scholarly book of women’s history in Southwest Shandong in this respect. It is inevi-
table that errors and carelessness may appear in introducing and selecting women characters. But it still rema-
ins a highly scholarly book combined with ideological, scientific and knowledgeable contents. Undoubtedly the
publication will encourage more and more people to devote themselves to the study of women in Caozhou.

The reform arouses soaring waves, and the endless spring tide rolls and rolls. The society is developing
and science & technology is advancing. As times goes on, carrying on the spirit of self ~ striving women will
become a very important and unneglected force. We wish more and more exellent women heroines be bred and
grow up in our ancient and abundant land. We wish more and more women bravely shoulder the historical re-
sponsibility and inherit and carry on the glorious revolutionary traditions and the four - self spirit and compete
peacefully with men in the big stage and continue to compose more brilliant and illustrious chapters.

Who says women are not heroic, they ride the wind ten thousand miles to the east. The Chinese women

will rise rapidly together with the great times.

He Ciquan

Professor of History

Beijing Teachers’ University
Oct. 1,2001



R #

—ABHBALRIF[ . TEALSRGENTRAY, GIEEEE
SMESH— R I TEAY; GETERE. LT EH Y bR AA
WL BRAAAEEALERABREAGAS, T TIHIRABK T
ERKA:

1.0 RAFEHRITHAB AL TR EAY;

2. F B ARARNF A& HABARALGREEAM;

3.WHA LW ENUHEF LEAEGTRTP IR E LWEEL—FH
X2FE ABFHEARRELBHER EREFRERIE,

4 EZFEEFTHERA A THEHXRA KIRA;

S5. Rt @, LR R ERG, B BRKOAY,

6. ARBGER , BRXT Ry FH I FFeyE,

. XFER,

1. XFARQLIEBANZHL (A L) BAFA 28 X8 £
ZHERBH PFOEIERA(TEFTE KL ZRABEFHN);

2.XFRAERL LR, RERRALTFRXR , S EH L, HLETH
B A

3TBEANIRIE, ~RAPL L HEREFFCLHFE, LB Thfi i
A K,

4. |2 F—FhmENTRE, FLIEVE—BANLEE,

AR EOEFFS, —HAAET x x x x F,RETF x x x x
Fo N TREAFOI I REEH R ERMEEER R LA S L A
TR,

w9 | A I HE SRS A

1. 30 £ X0 506 55 %) 5 HEA

2.F— M e AR e i KR B HE

3. 5T RIS AN B AR G A AR TR iR B v 69 KD AT TR X 4

A EFRINAPHELHFFRAR T ENEBALLEL R FTHHE
P B H PB4 64 B 3E, B4 @ R MR A

NITABEPHHESELBRAR L RAR, AB LK AR

—_ 1 R



