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Introduction to

a Great Future Through the Book

Learning a foreign language has one main purpose, that a speaker is able to work,
function, and understand the people of the culture. Merely learning a foreign language does
not enable you to do these things. However, learning a foreign language will prepare you so
that you will be able to do these things. To fit into and understand people in a foreign society,
you will have to learn beyond the language, using the language as a tool to get into the culture.

I have known many Chinese international students who have come to America. They are
extremely intelligent, eager, and hard working. They are wonderful people, many of whom
I call my friends. The sad thing is that many of those students never “make it” in America.
By “makeit” Imean that they are never able to really establish deep and meaningful friendships,
understand the American people, and become truly happy in American society.

There are several reasons for this. One is that Chinese international students are often
too busy. They want to be the best, and often have to be the best because they need a
scholarship or a teaching assistantship. This keeps them studying day and night, so that they
never really make American friends. They are simply too busy. And they miss a great part
of being an international student.

Another reason is shyness. In my limited experience, it seems Chinese culture and
education frowns on mistakes. It seems that many Chinese students are fearful of making
mistakes, either in speaking English, or in classroom discussions. Thus, they keep silent and
never improve their English or develop deep relationships with American students through
discussions. Americans do not care about making mistakes in the same way as Chinese do.
They “laugh off” their mistakes and go on.

A third reason is comfort. As exciting as it sounds, being in a foreign country for an
extended period is difficult. You will get tired of hearing English. Then you will be tempted

in your free time to find a few Chinese friends and rcléx by speaking Chinese. This is



comfortable, but again, you will miss out on a great opportunity to understand a different
people.

Our hope is that this book will provide you with two opportunities to overcome these
problems. The first is to learn the language of modern America. We will make an effort to
introduce you to real English that is spoken in people's daily life. Yes, you will learn the
normal rules and sounds of English. But in any living language you will find that people do
not follow all the rules in daily conversation. This was frustrating for me when I tried learning
Mandarin. I would learn the “right way” to say something, and then find people out on the
street did not follow the rules. They spoke a “living language” which confused me. In this
book we will work to give you both the rules and the “living language”; that is why this book
is written by both Chinese scholars and Americans like me.

The second thing we will do for you is to end each chapter with a few encouraging
paragraphs on life. We have picked subjects of practical value for your life, whether you stay
in China, and come to America or some other country. We hope this will be fun, and open
your thinking beyond the textbook.

Our goal is to help prepare you for getting to know the world better, as an international
student, scholar, or a future international businessman or woman. We want your dreams to
become a reality. One way that dreams can become realities is through the tool of language.
May your journey through this book help you reach your fullest potential as a human being,
open new doors of opportunity for you, and help you grow in your thinking. Isn’t that what

education is all about?
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Part A Learn and Practice

Dialogue One: » » »
At the Airport

(Wang Xin meets her American host family)

Xin arrives at Minneapolis-St Paul' In-
ternational Airport. She is looking for the
people who promised to meet her. A man
and a woman are holding up a sign. It has a
name on it that looks like hers, but it's spelled

“Wong Sheen”. He is asking anyone who

looks Asian if he or she is “Wong Sheen”.

Jim: Are you Wong Sheen?

Xin: I'm Wang Xin. Are you Mr. Jenkins?*

Jim:  I’'m Jim Jenkins. Did I get your name right?

Xin: Close.

Jim: I wrote what I thought I heard. This is my wife, Betty?.
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Betty: Hi, nice to meet you! Welcome to America!
Xin: I’m glad to meet you, too.

Jim: Welcome! How was your flight?

Xin: It was long, but it’s okay.

Jim: Are you tired?

Xin:  Sort of.?

Jim:  Well, let’s go to the car. I'll take this suitcase.
Xin: Thank you.

' 1. Minneapolis-St Paul: Minneapolis and St. Paul are twin cities in the state of Minnesota.

Minneapolis-St. Paul

Minneapolis, Minnesota

The city of Minneapolis in Minnesota is a
center for commerce, finance, transportation, and
manufacturing. It is also an important cultural
center for the Midwest. The site of Minneapolis
was inhabited by the Lakota Indians long before

the arrival of Europeans.




Cultural Learning: the Smart Way to Study fnglish B ERETWIRUE £+

Minnesota State Capitol

Saint Paul has been the capital of Minnesota
since 1849. At that time, the state has had three capi-
tol buildings. The first was destroyed by fire in 1881.
State officials outgrew the second and commis-
sioned construction of the present building, shown

here; it opened in 1905.

2. This is my wife, Betty.

Note here when people introduce other people, they don’t say, “she is..., he is .., they

would say, “this is ....”.

Are you Mr. Jenkins?

North Americans often like to call each other by their first name (the given name) as soon as
possible, not their surname or their full name like most Chinese people do. It’s a good way
to “break the ice” (begin a conversation in a friendly way). People call each other by their
full name or put Mr., Miss, or Ms. before their surname, like Mr. Smith or Ms. Storm only

when they meet for the first time or on a formal occasion.

Key to the Exercises

1.L1)B 2)C 3)A 4D 5)C

2. The man: I'm Jim Jenkins. Did I get your name right?
Xin: Close.

The man: I wrote what I thought I heard. This is my wife, Betty.

The man:  Welcome! How was your flight?




Xin:

The man:

Xin:

The man:

Xin:
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It was long, but it’s okay.

Are you tired?

Sort of.

Well, let’s go to the car. I’ll take this suitcase.
Thank you.

Dialogue Two: » » »

Xin has arrived at her host family s home.
While Jim is carrying in her suitcase, a neigh-

bor comes over to greet them.

Neighbor:
Xin:
Neighbor:
Xin:
Neighbor:

Xin:
Neighbor:

Arrivng at the Host Family’s

Communicative Focus

Hello! Are you the new girl Jim was to pick up? Jim, Betty, how ya’ doin’?"
How do you do. My name is Wang Xin.

“How do you do?”"Oh, so formal, we just say “Hi” around here.

Sorry.

Don’t worry about it. I’'m George Donovan. People call me GD. I’m the infor-
mal neighbor.

Nice to meet you, GD.

A, still too formal. Just say, “Yo, GD.” That’s informal. Mrs. Davenport there
across the street is different. You’d better call her Mrs. Davenport. And heavy
on the MRS.? She used to be an English teacher and she still thinks everyone is

her student.



