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he Plague. The
Plague. The Plague. The
words kept repeating
themselves inside Isaac’s
head. He couldn’t stop
saying them.
The Plague was com-

ing closer and closer. It

had leaped and crept

north from London, from town to village. People
were falling ill and dropping down dead within
a day. Whole families were dying. Nobody
knew how the terrible sickness spread. But it
was spreading through England, like an evil un-

stoppable fog.
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nd now the Plague had reached the edges
of Cambridge.
The students had been told to leave. The
University was closing down.
He must get away! He would go back home,
to the farm on the hillside where he had been
born. It would take him two days

traveling.




saac packed up his precious notebooks,
and his few clothes. He put Tabs his cat inside a
wicker basket. Then he joined the jostling

crowds of students pushing across the bridge,

away from the narrow streets of Cambridge.
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saac lay in bed. His room was dark, and
cold as stone. The wind whistled in the chimney.
It had snowed last night. Isaac could hear the
usual noises downstairs, the servants working,
and clattering about. A pig grunted in the
farmyard outside. He felt under his bed and

found a wrinkled red and yellow apple.
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ne window shutter wasn’t tightly closed,
and a thin beam of sunlight came into his room.
Isaac flapped his blanket and watched specks
of dust whirl and rise in the light. The specks
of dust must be in the air all the time, but he
could only see them when they passed through
the beam of light, like actors suddenly appear-

ing on a stage.
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he sunlight landed on the floor in a round
white blob. Isaac tried to hit the blob with his
apple core. He watched the little blob of light
move silently across his floor, as the sun out-

side moved through the sky.

But Isaac did not move out of bed. He had
been thinking all night and he was still thinking.
What was light? How did light happen?
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he bedroom door squeaked open and in

came Isaac’s cat. She walked across the floor

through the beam of sunlight. It shone on her
beautiful tabby fur, and her pink nose.

What are colors? Thought Isaac, as he

stroked Tabs. Do colors happen in the dark,

when you can’t see them? Does light somehow

make colors?
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