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Introduction

3lE
A Wild, Green World
SEEFEHST

4
A team of scientists struggles through a fangle” of
1horny5 vinest. Sweat streams down their faces. (louds of

Mquui’roeﬁ whine around them. Quickly, They wade’ across
2 ctream. But they aren't fast enough. They step out
with blood-sucking leeches”® stuck fo their legs . ..

P
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Does this sound fun? Probably not. But itchy!!,
yucky!?, or scary!? as it may be, it takes an expedition
like this to explore a rain forest.

Rain forests are the richest places for biodiversity!* on
Earth. These green jungle!® worlds teem!® with life,
from treetops to the forest floor. Scientists think more
kinds of plants and animals live in rain forests than in all
other ecosystems!” combined.

The biggest, wildest, most unspoiled!® rain forests in the
world today lie in Africa, Southeast Asia, and South
America. In this book, you’ll go on assignment to each
place.

Rain forests are risky places. They are full of things that
bite and scratch!® and creep?® and crawl?!. But rain
forests are also at risk. People are destroying them. To
preserve them, we need to know about them. So grab
some insect repellent??! Get set to journey into rain

forests.
(EBRELT)
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Trekking

Chapter 1

S Th ro ugh

i I+ was just after dawn, but Mike Fay and his urvey
- +eam were already on the move. Ching, ching, ching—

[ R G,

-
- =
- the sound of 2 machetel cutting 2 trail’ rang through
- +he forest. There were other sounds, foo: bird calls, the
- _0
- buzz* of insects, 2 chlmpanzee5 screech?, Then came 2 low
o | growﬁ i Ieopards? Another day on the MegaTramed
-
> had begun. |
o :
: A
-
:; In the heart of Africa lies the world’s
second-largest rain forest. It sprawls!®
across Congo, the Central African
; rs:rv:y . i) & 7. QI'OWI " .
3' tr:nc o = ABT] 8. leopard n. ) r
4: buzz : - ? 9. Megatransect It 40 15 JM. Fa;
’, 5. chimpanze n MEEME
6 4 6. Screepcah - o L v e
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Mike Fay canoes'? across a rain fore
during his Megatransect expedition.

4. logger BART A g natve
5. valuable .. M& BLEH 9. destination B &b
o S AR A A

2. Gabon 2 : LR 6. process
Cadf %ﬂ%‘ 7. ecologist

3. amazing

i 52 10. canoe ¥

Republic!, and Gabon?. Living here is
an amazing? collection of animals,
from rare forest elephants to shy
gorillas.

The people nearby depend on the forest
for food. They also gather products they
can sell to make a living. Loggers* cut
trees for valuable® wood. Farmers clear
land to plant crops. In the process®,
animals are killed or chased from their
homes. The forest changes forever.

It is hard to balance the needs of
people with the need to save the forest.
But scientists are working hard to learn
about the rain forests before they are
changed forever.

Ecologist” J. Michael Fay decided

to try to save this forest by walking
through a large part of it. He would
gather information. He took a writer
and a photographer from the National
Geographic Society. Native® guides made
up the rest of the group. These guides
knew parts of the forest better than
anyone on Earth.

Mike called his expedition .
Megatransect. On September 20, 1999,
Mike set out from Bomassa, Congo.
His final destination” was the coast of
Gabon, hundreds of kilometers away.



Life in the Forest choice but to wade into murky* water
where leeches lurked’. Sometimes there
was no trail. Then the team had to
hack® one out. They cut through the
undergrowth” with a machete.

For the next 455 days, Mike and his
team traveled through the forest.
Sometimes they paddled' down rivers
in dugout? canoes. But most of the
time, they walked. How did the team keep from getting
lost? They used maps, compasses®, and
a GPS?. A GPS lets you pinpoint!? your

When they could, they followed
elephant trails. Sometimes a trail led

exact location'! on Earth.
through a swamp?3. The team had no
1. paddle V. 5. lurk V. #4R 9. GPS SRR RS
2. dugout . 6. hack ) w 10. pinpoint V. T
3. swamp . z iR 7. undergrowth 7. B#M 11. location .
4. murky adj HiL A B 8. compass n Zf 12 rinse v.

Did you ever wonder

w fo dress for the

2 Mike Fay mostly
¢ and shorts. He

Yg:,]er h
v
wond )Ungle

Wo fe river ¢andal |
‘:’inrsed‘l out the dhorts at night.
He wore them agaif fhe next

day. And the next, and
the next, and the next . .




Mike recorded all he saw and heard. With a video camera, Mike filmed the
He jotted! notes in yellow waterproof?  team walking among the trees and
notebooks. He wrote down details slogging® through swamps.

about trees, flowers, and fruit. He
He recorded sounds, too. He captured®

recorded seeing butterflies, leopard , .
everything from a gorilla’s grunts’ to

tracks?, and old chimpanzee nests. He

even wrote about elephant droppings®. the songs tree frogs sing at night.

Michael Nichols, the National

. jot v

Geographic photographer with Mike Fay,

1

2 ::;irprom 1:"/ took lots of pictures. In fact, he shot
4. dropping . 2000 rolls of film on the trek!

5. slog v,

6. capture v,

7. grunt

Mike Fay’s watch,
waterproof notebook,
and GPS

Mike Fay used
a video camera
to record
everything he
thought was
important on
the trek.



Forest Dwellers',
Large and Small

Every ddy brought new discoveries. With a big splash!!,
The team met all sorts of animals. an elephant charges'?
Snakes slithered? across the path. across a forest
Chimpanzees shrieked? from the stream.

treetops. Huge gorillas stared.

One night the team sat around the
camptfire eating dinner. Suddenly, an
elephant came crashing* through the

forest. It ran right through camp!
Fortunately, no one was hurt. It was a
hair-raising end to another day in the
jungle.

Elephants can be dangerous. But some
tiny animals posed® a greater threat.
Mosquitoes, biting flies, and ticks®

were constant’ companions®. Some

insects carry diseases. People can get
malaria?, for instance, from the bite of
certain mosquitoes.

Team members had to be careful
where they stood. They watched out
for elephant droppings. The droppings
were full of tiny worms. The worms
would crawl onto a person’s feet.
Then they’d dig under the skin and
cause painful blisters!?.
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Feet can take a beating
in the rain forest. :
National Geographic writer |
David Quammen wore river
candals most of The time, Unlike
baots, sandals dry quickly. But they
don't protect feet from rtones and
Hhorns. To keep his feet from being
s 055 at, David wrapped” them with duct
3. duct tae ol +ape’ each morning, The tough’ tape
o stayed in place all day, even
in streams.

Mike Fay outfits® his
team with river sandals.

5. ouffit




Threats to the Forest

The team saw and recorded amazing
. # .

things on their journey. They traveled

through parts of the African forest no

one had ever explored before.

On their trek, they also saw death
many times. Forest elephants had been
slaughtered! for their tusks?. Other
animals, from monkeys to birds, had
been killed. People killed them to
supply city people with “wild meat.”
And the team met loggers. Some were

cutting down trees in national parks.

Will the Megatransect help this African
forest? That question would have to
wait to be answered until Mike emerged?
from the forest. It was December 2000.
The team had covered about 1,930
kilometers (about 1,200 miles) on the
trek.

Soon Mike began organizing his notes,
tapes, and films. These data* will help
him make a “picture” of the forest. Mike
hopes the picture will be a powerful tool.
He will use it to help preserve this

African rain forest.

slaughter ) E 5
. tusk n K 5

emerge |
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datum 1. (pl. data) #iE

There are more types of plants and
animals in the rain forest than
anywhere else on Earth.
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