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Practical English Test for Colleges (Level B)
Model Test 1

Part I Listening Comprehension (15 minutes)
Directions: This part is to test your listening ability. It consists of 3 sections.

Section A

Directions: This section is to test your ability to give proper answers to questions. There are 5 recorded
questions in it. After each question, there is a pause. The questions will be spoken two
times. When you hear a question, you should decide on the correct answer from the 4
choices marked A), B), C) and D) given in your test paper. Then you should mark the
corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line through the centre.

Example:  You will hear:

You will read: ~ A) I’m not sure.
B) You're right.
C) Yes, certainly.
D) That’s interesting.
From the question we learn that the speaker is asking the listener to leave a message. Therefore,

’

C) Yes, certainly is the correct answer. You should mark C) on the Answer Sheet.

[A] [B] m& [D]
Now the test will begin.
1. A) Yes, she does. C) She’s a journalist.
B) No, she doesn’t. D) She lives with her mother.
2. A) Air mail? About three days. C) Well, it is about 1 000 miles from here.
B) It costs two dollars. D) It’s better to take a bus.
3. A)Itis a waste of time. C) Yes, I'd love to.
B) It doesn’t matter. D) That’s true.
4. A) Yes, 1did. C) Yes, of course.
B) No, [ didn’t. D) Oh, I failed.
5. A) No, I went for an interview. C) It lasted two hours.
B) It doesn’t keep good time. D) I'd rather not.
Section B

Directions: This section is to test your ability to understand short dialogues. There are 5 recorded
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dialogues in it. After each dialogue, there is a recorded question. Both the dialogues and
questions will be spoken two times. When you hear a question, you should decide on the
correct answer from the 4 choices marked A), B), C) and D) given in your test paper. Then
you should mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line through

the centre.
6. A) Wife — husband. C) Boss — secretary.
B) Father — son. D) Shop assistant — customer.

7. A) He changed his plan suddenly.
B) He wanted to go to the concert.
C) He arrived too late to hear the concert.
D) He didn’t have enough money to go to the concert.

8. A) Call a friend. C) Drive to work.
B) Take a taxi. D) Walk to work.
9. A)3:25. C) 3:45.
B) 3:35. D) 3:55.
10. A) She is having a meeting now. C) She is seeing a film then.
B) She is meeting Mr. Green then. D) She is afraid of meeting the man.
Section C

Directions: In this section you will hear a recorded short passage. The passage is printed on the test
paper, but with some words or phrases missing. The passage will be read three times.
During the second reading, you are required to put the missing words or phrases on the
Answer Sheet in order of the numbered blanks according to what you hear. The third
reading is for you to check your writing. Now the passage will begin.

Jimmy was seven years old. He got some money from his parents every week, but he 11 a
lot of it on things which he saw in the stores and suddenly wanted to buy, although he didn’t need them.
One day his mother gave him a 12 and said, “Now, Jimmy, whenever you buy anything, I want
you to write it down in this book, and write down the price, too.” After a week, Jimmy said to his mother,
“Mommy, before I spend any money now, I really 13 " His mother was very pleased and thought,
“Well, he’s learned the 14 of money now.” But she wasn’t so happy he added, “Yes, before
I buy anything, I always ask myself, am I going to be able to 15 that in my notebook?”

Part 1l Vocabulary & Structure (15 minutes)

Directions: This part is to test your ability to use words and phrases correctly to construct meaningful
and grammayically correct sentences. It consists of 2 sections.
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Section A

Directions: There are 10 incomplete statements here. You are required 1o complete each statement by

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

choosing the appropriate answer from the 4 choices marked A), B), C) and D). You should
mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line through the centre.

I regret you that we are unable to offer you a job.
A) informing C) having informed
B) to inform D) inform

The enemy was surrounded in the valley and it was difficult to

A) break off C) break away
B) break through D) break out
What he said me that he was an honest man.
A) agreed C) ensured

B) convinced D) believed
Westerners bread, milk potatoes and etc.

A) come on C) act on

B) work on D) feed on

By the time you get there tomorrow, the film

A) will start C) is starting

B) will have started D) is to start

Mountainous areas have a poorer TV than cities.

A) receipt C) reaction

B) reception D) response

He made the suggestion at the meeting that the problem by students themselves.
A) is settled C) was settled

B) be settled D) had been settled

It me 3 days to have the watch repaired.

A) gave C) made

B) took D) kept

The days _________ my heart was young and gay are gone.

A) of which C) in which

B) on which D) at which

But as a matter of fact, I did not begintowork _____ he had gone.
A) until C) although

B) since D) if
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Section B
Directions: There are also 10 incomplete statements here. You should fill in each blank with the proper

Jform of the word given in the brackets. Write the word or words in the corresponding
space on the Answer Sheet.

26. The (apply) of high technical knowledge makes daily life and work easy to perform.
27. Those who can give a (reason) excuse can ask the permission to leave.

28. The room wants (clean) before the Spring Festival.

29. If I had driven more carefully, I (avoid ) the accident.

30. The endurance of female and male runners in competition makes (different)

31. She sat at the corner of the room, (look) miserable.

32. Spring break is drawing near and everybody looks forward to (travel)

33. Itis dry. It rained (often) last month than we had expected.

34. Some people think boys are cleverer than girls. But this is not (necessary) the case.

35. They don’t permit (make) noise here.

Part 111 Reading Comprehension (40 minutes)

Directions: This part is to test your reading ability. There are 5 tasks for you to fulfil. You should read
the reading materials carefully and do the tasks as you are instructed.

Task 1

Directions: After reading the following passage, you will find 5 questions or unfinished statements,
numbered 36 through 40. For each question or statement there are 4 choices marked A),
B), C), or D). You should make the correct choice and mark the corresponding letter on

the Answer Sheet with a single line through the centre.

The next decade could see commuters speeding to work at about 300 miles per hour aboard magnetic
levitation vehicles, according to a report by Argonne National Laboratories. But before “maglev” vehicles
can become commercial successes, the report says, people need to stop thinking of them as high-speed
trains. Instead, consider them low-flying aircraft. Argonne contends that maglev vehicles will be best
suited to replace commuter aircraft. Plane flights under 600 miles are the least energy-efficient, and
maglev “planes” should cut these fuel needs by up to 75 percent. Reportedly, the money saved by a
2 000-mile maglev network linking major cities would more than pay for its construction in 20 years.
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The quiet purr of levitating crafts would also be a balm for neighborhoods tormented by the roar of
conventional takeoffs and landings. The technology behind magnetic levitation is already well understood,
the reports notes. The Germans and the Japanese have several full-scale working models. Meanwhile,
research in the United States has lapsed.

36. What is the best title for this passage?
A) The Future of Transportation.
B) Argonne Develops Maglev Train.
C) The Disadvantages of Commuting by Airplane.
D) Commuting in the Future.

37. According to the passage, when could people start using a maglev commercially?
A) In 5 years. C) In 20 years.
B) In 10 years. D) In more than 20 years.

38. Why could maglev trains replace short-flight commuter aircraft?
A) Maglev trains are faster. C) Maglev trains are more fuel-efficient.
B) Maglev trains are cheaper. D) Maglev trains are safer.

39. Argonne believes that people should regard maglev transportation as
A) safe, efficient high-speed trains
B) the most exciting form of transportation for the future
C) akind of aircraft
D) the most economical form of transportation

40. For a commuter trip of 500 miles, about how much less fuel would maglev train use compared to a

small plane?

A) 25%. C) 75%.
B) 50%. D) 80%.
Task 2
Directions: This task is the same as Task 1. The 5 questions or unfinished statements are numbered 41
through 45.

Have you ever experienced tossing and turning (38 % K fi]) in bed late at night while counting
sheep? Do you often rely on sleeping pills? About one third of your life is spent asleep, but do you really
enjoy good and healthy sleep? Unfortunately, about one third of adults suffer from insomnia (% F&E ).
According to a recent survey taken of 10 000 Shanghai people, more than 70% of locals have sleep
disorders of one kind or another. The results show that about 36.5% of interviewees don’t have good
sleep; 45.3% wake up very early in the morning and 54.3% feel sleepy during the day.

Without drink or food, one can survive for 7 days; but without sleep, one can only last 4 days.
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Babies sleep for at least 16 hours a day because their brains and bodies develop faster during sleep. After
that, the sleep period gets shorter. Beyond the age of 10, most people need fewer than 10 hours sleep a
night. For the elderly, 6 or 7 hours is usually enough. High-quality and sufficient sleep ensures an
energetic physical condition and a good mental outlook. But bad or inadequate (A FE R ) sleep has
a negative influence on one’s health and quality of life.

4]1. When finding it difficult to fall asleep, people would usually rely on
A) sleeping pills C) tossing in bed
B) counting in bed D) turning in bed

42. How many people could not have a sound sleep at night according to the recent survey?
A) 70%. C) 45.3%.
B) 54.3%. D) 36.5%.

43. Babies sleep much longer than adults each day because
A) they have nothing else to do day and night
B) they need sleep to help develop brains and bodies
C) adults find it difficult to fall asleep at night
D) adults have quite a lot of things to do during the day

44. Without enough sleep, people would be
A) in poor health C) physically energetic
B) in good health D) mentally energetic

45. The author writes this passage so as to inform you of
A) the comparison between babies and the elderly
B) the result of the survey recently taken in Shanghai
C) the importance of high-quality and sufficient sleep
D) the positive and negative effect of sufficient sleep

Task 3
Directions: The following is a Travel Guide. After reading it, you should complete the information by
filling in the blanks marked 46 through 50 (in no more than 3 words) in the table below.

TRAVEL
Extra Day in Honolulu

Going to Honolulu on business is a bit like going to Wall Street for a vacation, for the city of
892 000 people is more famous for its beaches than its banks. Honolulu is a multi-cultural business
capital linking America and Asia. It also happens to be a world-class resort (i 3#1).

The city — situated on the island of Oahu — attracts about 415 000 business travelers a year.
Oahu, one of 137 islands of the 1 523-mile Hawaiian archipelago (# ), is not the biggest island but the
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most populated, with about 950 000 residents. After a rapid rise in population following statehood in
1959, the population of Oahu has become stable and, in fact, the last two years show a slight downward
trend. The island itself is 44 miles long and 30 miles wide with 112 miles of coastline. Should you be
lucky enough to find yourself here on a business trip, be sure to build in at least one extra day. And be
sure to pack a bathing suit, sun block (% i §..) and a sun hat!

Travel Guide in Honolulu

Population of Honolulu: 46 .
Location of Honolulu: on the island of 47 .
Number of islands on Hawaiian archipelago: 137.
The size of Oahu island: 48 and 30 miles wide.
The length of Oahu’s coastline: 112 miles.
What should be packed when traveling in Honolulu:

1. a bathing suit;

2. 49 ;

3. 50 .

Task 4

Directions: The following are some expressions for VOA programs. After reading it, you are required
to find the items equivalent to (5 ---% [/) those given in Chinese in the table below. Then
you should put the corresponding letters in the brackets on the Answer Sheet, numbered
51 through 55.

A — Science Report

B — Agriculture Report

C — Words and Their Stories

D — People in America

E — This is America

F — Space and Man

G — The Making of a Nation

H — American Mosaic

I — American Stories

J — The Latest World News

K — Economic and Financial News
L — Sports News

M — Top News Stories of the Hour

N — One Sentence News
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Example: (L )®&#HH (I)XE&E

SL( )EEEE ( YREEA

52.( ) —HEHE ( VEEFHH

53.C )RERE ( )4E£HE

54.( YBEFKLEFE  ( HEEAME

55.( )HEBEK () BH R E R
Task 5

Directions: Read the following user’s guide. After reading it, you are required to complete the statements
that follow (No.56 through No.60). You should write your answers (in no more than 3
words) on the Answer Sheet correspondingly.

Water Resistance:  Watches are ranked I through V according to water resistance. Check the ranking
of your watch in the following chart to determine proper use.

Rank Case Designation Splashes, | Swimming, Snorkeling, | Scuba

Rain, etc. | Car-washing, etc. | Diving, etc. | Diving
I / No No No No
1t WATER RESISTANT Yes No No No
ilL 50M WATER RESISTANT Yes Yes No No
v 100M WATER RESISTANT | Yes Yes No No
\Y% 200M WATER RESISTANT ! Yes Yes Yes Yes

Notes:

I  Not water-resistant. Avoid all moisture.

III Do not operate buttons underwater.

IV If watch is exposed to salt water, wash thoroughly and wipe dry.

V  Usable while scuba diving (Except at depths that require helium-oxygen gas).

@ Some water-resistant watches feature leather bands, be sure to dry the band thoroughly if it becomes
wet. Prolonged wearing of the watch with a wet band may reduce the life of the band and cause it to

discolor. It may also cause a skin reaction.

56. Apart from the watch of rank I, what rank can’t be worn while one is swimming?
The watch of

57. Which rank can resist water to the largest degree?

58. What should one do if the leather band is wet?




