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CHAPTER 1

“ was born in the year 1632, in the city of York. Being the third son of the
family, and not bred to any trade, my head began to be filled very early with
rambling thoughts.

‘ One day at Hull, where | went without any purpose of making an elopement at

that time, but | say, being there and one of my companions being about to sail to
London in his father's ship, and prompting me to go with them with the common
allurement of seafaring men, that it would cost me nothing for my passage. |
consulted neither father nor mother any more, nor so much as sent them word of it;
without any consideration of circumstances or consequences, and in an ili hour, on
the 1st September, 1651, | went on board bound for London.

The ship was no sooner out of the Humber than the wind began to blow and
the sea to rise in a most frightful manner; and, as | had never been at sea before, |
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was most inexpressibly sick in body, and terrified in mind.

The sixth day, we came into Yarmouth Roads; the wind having been contrary
and the weather calm, we had made but little way since the storm.

Here we were obliged to come to an anchor, and here we lay, the wind
continuing contrary namely at southwest for seven or eight days, during which time
a great many ships from Newcastle came into the same Roads, as the common
harbour where the ships might wait for a wind for the river.

The eighth day, in the morning the wind increased, and we had all hands at
work to strike our topmasts, and make everything sung and close, that the ship
might ride as easy as possible. By noon the sea went very high indeed, and we
shipped several seas, and thought once or twice our anchor had come home, upon
which our master ordered out the sheet anchor, so that we rode with two anchors
ahead, and the cables veered out to the better end.

| got up out of my cabin and looked out, but such a dismal sight | never saw.
The sea ran mountains high, and broke upon us every three or four minutes; when |
could look about | could see nothing but distress round us. Two ships that rode near
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us, we found, had cut their masts by the board, being deep laden, and our men
cried out that a ship which rode about a mile ahead of us was foundered. Two
more ships, being driven from their anchors, were run out of the Roads to sea, at
all adventures, and that not with a mast standing. The light ships fared the best, as
not so much labouring in the sea; but two or three of them drove, and came close
by us, running away with only their spritsail out before the wind.

In the middle of the night, and under all the rest of our distresses, one of the
men that had been down to see, cried out we had sprung a leak; another said there
were four feet of water in the hold. Then all hands were called to the pump. At that
word, | stirred up, and went to the pump, and worked very heartily.

We worked on, but the water increasing in the hold, and it was apparent that
the ship would founder. The master continued firing guns for help; and a light ship,
that had ridden it out just ahead of us, ventured a boat out to help us. We were not
much more than a quarer of an hour out of our ship till we saw her sink. At last
we got in, and, though not without much difficulty, got all safe on shore, and walked
afterwards on foot to Yarmouth, where, as unfortunate men, we were used with
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great humanity, as well by the magistrates of the town, who assigned us good
quarters, as by particular merchants and owners of ships, and had money given us
sufficient to carry us either to London or back to Hull, as we thought fit. Having
some money in my pocket, | traveled to London by land.

In London, | first got acquainted with the master of a ship who had been on the
coast of Guinea, and hearing me say | had a mind to see the world, told me if |
would go the voyage with him | should be at no expense; | embraced the offer; and
entering into a stricken friendship with this captain, who was an honest man.

We had a very good voyage to Brazil, and | arrived in the Bay de Todaslos
Santos, or All Saints® Bay, in about twenty-two days after. And now | was once
more delivered from the most miserable of all conditions of life; and what to do next
with myself | was to consider.

The generous treatment the captain gave me | can never enough remember. He
would take nothing of me for my passage, gave me twenty ducats for the leopard’ s
skin, and forty for the lion’s skin, which | had in my boat, and caused everything |
had in the ship to be punctually delivered to me. And what | was willing to sell, he

bought of me, such as the case of bottles, two of my guns, and a piece of the
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lump of beeswax, for | had made candles of the rest. In a word, | made about two
hundred and twenty pieces of eight of all my cargo; and with this stock, | went on
shore in Brazil.

I had not been long here before | was recommended to the house of a good,
honest man, like himself, who had an “Ingenio” , as they call it; that is, a
plantation and a sugarhouse. | lived with him some time, and acquainted myself, by
that means, with the manner of planting and making of sugar. Seeing how well the
planters lived, and how they got rich suddenly, | resolved, if | could get a license to
settle there, | would tum planter among them; resolving in the meantime. To this
purpose, getting a kind of letter of naturalization, | purchased as much land that was
uncultivated as | could.

| had a neighbor, a Portuguese of Lisbon, but born of English parents, whose
name was Wells, and in such circumstances as | was. | call him my neighbor,
because his plantation lay next to mine, and we went on very sociably together. My
stock was but low, as well as his; and we rather planted for food than for anything
else for about two years. However, we began to increase; and our land began to
come into order, so that the third year we planted some tobacco, and made each of
s us a large piece of ground ready for planting canes in the year to come.
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You may suppose that after having lived almost four years in Brazi, and
beginning to thrive and prosper very well upon my plantation, | had not only leamed
the language, but had contracted acquaintance and friendship among my fellow
planters, as well as among the merchants at San Salvador, which was our port.

In short, | took all possible caution to preserve my effects, and to keep up my
plantation. Had | used haif as much prudence to have looked into my own interest,
and have made a judgment of what | ought to have done and not to have done. |
had certainly never gone away from so prosperous an undertaking, leaving all the
probable views of a thriving circumstance and gone upon a voyage to sea, attended
with all its common hazards to say nothing of the reasons | had to expect particular
misfortunes to myself.

But | hurried on, and obeyed blindly the dictates of my fancy rather than my
reason. Accordingly, the ship being fitted out and the cargo fumished, and all things
done, | went on board in an evil hour, the first of September, 1659, being the same
day eight years that | went from my father and mother at Hull in order to act the
rebel to their authority, and the fool to my own interests. Our ship was about one
hundred and twenty tons burden, and carried six guns and fourteen men, besides
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the master, his boy and myself. We had on board no large cargo of goods, except
of such toys as were fit for our trade with the negroes, such as beads, bits of
glass, shells, and other trifles, especially little looking ~glasses, knives, scissors,
hatchets, and the like.

The same day | went on board we set sail, standing away to the northward
upon our own coast, with design to stretch over for the African coast when we had
reached about ten or twelve degrees of northern latitude, which, it seems, was the
manner of course in those days. We had very good weather, only excessively hot,
all the way upon our own coast, till we came to the height of Cape St. Augustine,
from whence, keeping further off at sea, we lost sight of land, and steered as if we
were bound for the isle Fernando de Noronha, holding our coast northeast by north,
and leaving those isles on the east. In this course we passed the line in about
twelve days’ time, and were, by our last observation, in seven degrees twenty—two
minutes northem latitude, when a violent tomado or hurricane took us quite out of
our knowledge. It began from the southeast, came about to the northwest, and then
settied in the northeast, from whence it blew in such a terrible manner that for
twelve days together we could do nothing but drive, and, scudding away before it
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let it carry us whither ever fate and the fury of the winds directed. During these
twelve days, | need not say that | expected every day to be swallowed up; nor,
indeed, did any in the ship expect to save their lives.

In this distress we had, besides the terror of the storm, one of our men died of
fever, and orie man and the boy washed overboard. About the twelfth day, the
weather abating a little, the master made an observation as well as he could, and
found that he was in about eleven degrees north latitude, but that he was twenty~
two degrees of longitude farther west from Cape St. Augustine; so that he found he
was upon the coast of Guiana, on the north part of Brazil, beyond the river Amazon,
tow ards that of the river Orinoco, commonly called the Great River, and began to
consult with me what course he should take, for the ship was leaky, and very much
disabled, and he was going directly back to the coast of Brazil.

In this distress, the wind still blowing very hard, one of our men early in the
morning cried out, “Land!” We had no sooner run out of the cabin to look out, in
hopes of seeing whereabouts in the world we were, than the ship stuck upon sand,
and in a moment, her motion being so stopped, the sea broke over her in such a
manner that we expected should all have perished immediately, and we were
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immediately driven into our close quarters, to shelter us from the very foam and
spray of the sea.

We knew nothing where we were, or upon what land we were driven, whether
an island of the main, whether inhabited or not inhabited. As the rage of the wind
was still great, though rather less than at first, we could not so much as hope to
have the ship hold many minutes without breaking into pieces, unless the winds, by
a kind of miracle, should turn immediately about. In a word, we sat looking upon
one another, and expecting death every moment, and every man, accordingly,
preparing for another worid.

Now, though we thought that the wind did a little abate, yet the ship having thus
struck upon the sand, and sticking too fast for us to expect her getting off, we were
in a dreadful condition indeed, and had nothing to do but to think of saving our lives
as well as we could. We had another boat on board, but how to get her off into the
sea was a doubtful thing.

In this distress, the mate of our vessel laid hold of the boat, and with the help
of the rest of the men got her slung over the ship’s side. Then, getting all into her,

we let go, and committed ourselves, being eleven in number, to God’s mercy and
== the wild sea.
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And now our case was very dismal indeed; for we all saw plainly that the sea
went so high that the boat could not live, and that we should be inevitably drowned.
As to making sail, we had, could we have done anything with it. So we worked at
the oar towards the land, though with heavy hearts, like men going to execution; for
we all knew that when the boat came nearer the shore, she would be dashed in a
thousand pieces by the breach of the sea.

But as we made nearer and nearer the shore, the land looked more frightful
than the sea.

After we had rowed or rather driven, about a league and a half, as we
reckoned it, a raging wave, mountain like came rolling astem of us, and plainly bade
us expect the deadly coup. In a word, it took us with such a fury that it overset the
boat at once; and, separating us as well from the boat as from one another, gave
us no time to say, “Oh, God!” for we were all swallowed up in a moment.
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CHAPTER 2

m)thing can describe the confusion of thought which | felt when | sank into the
water. Though | swam very well, yet | could not deliver myself from the waves so
as to draw breath, till that wave having driven me, or rather carried me, a vast way
on towards the shore, having spent itself went back, and left me upon the land,
almost dry but half dead with the water | took in.

| walked about on the shore lifting up my hands, and my whole being as | may
say, wrapt up in a contemplation of my deliverance; making a thousand gestures and
motions, which | cannot describe; reflecting upon afl my comrades that were
drowned, and that there should not be one soul saved but myself.

Ali the remedy that offered to my thoughts at that time was to get up into a
thick, bushy tree like a fir, but thomy, which grew near me, and where | resolved to
sit all night, and consider the next day what death | should die, for as yet no

prospect of life.
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When | waked up it was day, the weather clear, and the storm abated, so that
the sea did not rage and swell as before. But that which surprised me most was,
that the ship was lifted off in the night from the sand where she lay by swelling of
the tide, and the ship seeming to stand uprising still, | wished myself on board, that
at least | might save some necessary things for my use.

] walked as | couid upon the shore to get to her; but found a neck or inlet of
water between me and the boat, which was about half a mile broad. So | came
back for the present, being more intent upon getting at the ship, where | hoped to
find something for my present subsistence. A littie after noon | found the sea very
calm and the tide ebbed so far out that 1 could come within a quarter of a mile of
the ship. But when | came to the ship, my difficulty was still greater to know how to
get on board; for, as she lay aground, and high out of the water there was nothing
within my reach to lay hold of. | swam round her twice, and at the second time |
spied a small piece of rope, which | wondered | did not see at first, hung down by
the fore chains so low as that with great difficulty | got hold of it, and by the help
of that rope | got up into the forecastle of the ship. Here | found that the ship was
bulged, and had a great deal of water in her hold, but that she lay so on the side

of a bank of hard sand, or rather earth, that her stern lay lifted upon the bank, and =
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her head low, almost to the water. By this means all her quarter was free, and all
that was in that part was dry; for you may be sure my first work was to search,
and to see what was spoiled and what was free. And, first, | found that all the
ship’s provision were dry and untouched by the water, and being very well disposed
to eat, | went to the breadroom and filled my pockets with biscuit, and ate it as |
went about other things, for | had no time to lose. Now | wanted nothing but a boat
to furnish myself with many things which | foresaw would be very necessary to me.
It was in vain to sit stil and wish for what was not to be had; and this
extremity rounded my application. We had several spare yards, and two or three
large spars of wood, and a spare topmast or two in the ship. | resolved to fall to
work with these, and | flung as many of them overboard as | could manage for their
weight, tying every one with a rope, that they might not drive away. When this was
done, | went down the ship’s side, and pulled them to me, and | tied four of them
together at both ends, as well as | could, in the form as a raft, and laying two or
three short pieces of plank upon them crossways, and | found | could walk upon it
very well, but it was not able to bear any great weight, the pieces being too light.
] So | went to work, and with a carpenter’s saw | cut a spare topmast into three
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