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December 21,2004

I am happy to have recently been in China and to have met the author of this book.
It is an amazing experience to meet HL7 experts in China,and to discover first hand that
HL7 is truly an international standard.

In this book,the author gives a comprehensive introduction to HL7,including its
creation, history, organization, standard characteristics, message formats,applicable areas,
development status,deployment advantage, and future evolution. The author opens the
way to using and understanding HL7 for all interested individuals and organizations in
China.l believe that this book is a significant contribution to the growth of electronic
health information exchange within and between various systems and organizations in
China.Being able to share and re-use health information across many systems and in
many contexts has the potential not only to improve individual health, but to support
public health surveillance,health utilization statistics,and clinical research activities.

HL7 has become an internationally accepted standard supporting semantic interop-
erability between health information systems. Historically, HL7 has primarily been used
for message exchanging protocols among multiple medical information systems,but its
use for clinical documents and API’s is now becoming widespread.HL7 allows differ-
ent systems to exchange data with efficiency but without loss of meaning.HL7 supports
standardizing the health information exchange framework: in addition to the standardiza-
tion of clinical information there are several profiles for secure messaging(including au-
thentication,encryption,etc.).

HL7 standards have created new opportunities to improve healthcare based on the
exchange and re-use of clinical information.Many organizations,both public and private,
are finding that the healthcare standards infrastructure provided by HL7 supports new
applications,based on data that is not available without standards such as HL7.

This book contains a complete and understandable introduction to the basics of
HL7,as well as many excellent examples of how HL7 can be used in various situations
requiring the sharing of healthcare and healthcare-related information (including patient
administrative,patient financial, and research).l am sure that it will be extremely helpful
to all professionals who need healthcare data;including those working in clinical areas or
in research,public health,or health utilization studies;and those working with healthcare
applications or with products such as automated devices.

Speaking for all those working globally to create and support HL7,I thank Prof.
Zhang for this book.I am sure that HL7,with the publishing of this book,will be a great
~ enabler in helping China’ s health information technology evolvement.

Yours sincerely,
Mark Shafarman
Chair,HL7
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