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Lesson 1

How Are

Things Going




gy Watch the video.
Then practise the conversation in

Play the video Section 1.

Section 1 Conversation
Part : W

[DEBORAH MEETS JOHN OUTSIDE TEMPLE]

John : Hi, Deborah. How are you?
Deborah  : Oh, hello, John.
John : All right. T must dash ... See you.

Deborah : OK. Bye.
[JOHN WALKS AWAY]




[SHIRLEY WALKS UP TO DEBORAH]
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Shirley
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Shirley

: Hello, Shirley!

: Hi, Deborah! How are things going?

: Find, thanks. And yourself?

: Not too bad.

: I haven’t seen you for ages. What have you

been up to0?

: I’ve been quite busy, really. There’s been a 10t

on at work. And you?

: Yes. I’'ve been quite busy too. How’s your new

flat?

: Oh, fine. In fact, I’ve been meaning to ask you

round to see it sometime. It’s looking quite nice
now.

: By'the way, how’s Michael?

: Oh, the same, as always. He was a bit under

the weather last week, but he’s fine, now.

: Working too hard, probably.
: He’s a real workaholic.
: I heard he wasn’t feelmg well from Carol, actu-

ally.

: How is Carol? I’ve been meaning to call her.
: She’s fine. Enjoying her new job. You know, I

don’t often see you around here.

: Well, in fact, I've got a visitor. I'm showing

him the sights today.

: Oh, really?

: Yes, he’s just gone off to get somethmg to drink.
: A friend of yours?

: Well, you wait till he gets back. I'll let it be a

surprise!

[DEBORAH SMILES — THEY CONTINUE CHATTING]



Part 2

[JAMES APPEARS WITH TWO DRINKS]

Shirley : Well, Deborah, this is who I was telling you
about — James, my little brother. He’s staying
with us at the moment.

[JAMES WALKS UP TO SHIRLEY AND DEBORAH]
%%@‘ :

Deborah : So you’re James! Shirley’s told me so much ™

" about you!
James . : Only good things, I hope!

Deborah  : Of course! ]



[DEBORAH OFFERS TO SHAKE HANDS BUT JAMES HAS
DRINKS IN BOTH HANDS]

James : Ha ... oh, I’ve only got 2 drinks. Would you
like something?

Deborah : No thanks! I was just on my way to work,
actually.
Shirley : Deborah’s one of ‘our oldest friends here.

What’s it been, two or three years?
Deborah  : Nearly three, I think.

[DEBORAH TURNS TO TALK TO JAMES]

Deborah  : So, Shirley is taking you sightseeing, then.
James : Yes, I'm just overwhelmed. Everything is so
different here. But I'm really enjoying it.

Shirley : Listen, Deborah, I know you’re in a hurry so
we won’t keep you any longer. Are you doing
anything tomorrow afternoon?

Deborah : Well, 1 have got nothing planned at the
moment.

Shirley : Good. Then, why don’t you come round to
our place. I'm having a small party, to celebrate
James” visit! [ know Michael would be pleased
to see you as well.

Deborah  : I'd love to, Shirley!

Shirley . : Come by around five if you can. Oh, that
reminds me — I must invite Carol .as well. See
you later, then.

Deborah : Bye and nice to meet you, James.

James : Oh, nice to meet you.

[THEY PART]



Read carefully Sections 2 and 3.
B Then replay the video and learn with

Play the video Deborah.

Section 2 Key Grammatical Points
Pay attention to these patterns while replaying.

Present continuous tense

I’'m (I am) | having a small party | (tomorrow).

Are you doing anything (tomorrow)?

e Present continuous tense can be used to describe actions
that are happening at present or which will happen in the
near future.

Present perfect tense

I’ve (I have) been quite busy.
I haven’t (I have nor) seen you for ages.
There’s (There has) been a Jot on at work.

* Present perfect tense can be used to describe actions which
began in the past and have continued up to the present.

Present perfect continuous tense

meaning ask you round ...

to

I’'ve b I have b
ve been (I have been) planning call Carol.

* Present perfect continuous tense can be used to describe
actions which began in the past and are still continuing up
to the present.



Section 3 Useful Phrases and Words

Learn the use of these phrases and words while
replaying.

Meeting friends

Hello!

Hi (more friendly)!

How are things going?
Fine, thanks. And yourself (And you)?
Not too bad.

What have you been up to (What have you been doing
recently)? \

Introducing people
This is (name).
Nice to meet you.
Nice to meet you.

Inviting people

Why don’t you come round to (someone’s home)?
(Yes,) I’d love to.
(No,) I'm afraid I have to ...
Sorry, but ...

Asking about things and people
How’s your (job / flat / family / etc.)?
How’s (Michael / Carol / Shirley / etc.)?

Giving information

That reminds me ...

(Name) has told me so much about you.
What’s it been, two or three years?

Saying goodbye
See you later.
See you tomorrow.



Other words you should know

to have (nothing/something) planned ...

to take someone sightseeing (to show someone the sights)

to stay with someone (to live at someone’s home for a short
time)

to mean to ask someone something (to plan to ask)

to have a lot on at work, etc. (to have a lot of things to do)

to have gone off to do something -

to be overwhelmed (to be overcome by something surprising,
etc.)

to be under the weather (not feeling well)

for ages (for a long time)

at the moment (now)

in a hurry (in a rush)

to celebrate (to do something to show that a day or an event
is important, or an occasion for rejoicing)

a visitor (a tourist)

a surprise

b

STIBENE

$



Like everyone else in this big city, Deborah has lots of friends
and often runs into them unexpectedly. Just now, she comes
across her friend Shirley outside a temple Shu'ley is taking a
visitor sightseeing.

The visitor s just gone off to buy something to drink and
Shirley refuses to tell Deborah who this visitor is. She wants it
to be a surprise for Deborah.

Soon, a young man appears with two drinks in his hands.
Shirley introduces the visitor. He is her younger brother
James, who bas just arrived from the UK. James is staying
with Shirley at the moment. He is overwhelmed by our city
because he feels everything here is so different.

Shirley is having a party tomorrow to celebrate James’ visit
and she invites Deborah to join them. Deborah is in a great
burry to go to work, so they say goodbye and part.



Section 4- Exercises
Exercise 1 Multiple choice questions

Read through the following questions and circle the best
answers.

1. Hi! How ... you?
A is
B. are

C. have

2. ... been very busy.
Al
B. I'm
C. D've

3. I haven’t seen you ... .
A. at the moment
B. for ages
C. sometime

4. My friend is ... with me for a week.
A. staying
B. doing

C. coming

5. ...anything tomorrow night?
A. Did you do
B. Have you done
C. Are you doing

6. At the moment I haven’t got ... planned.
A. something
B. nothing
C. anything

7. Why ... you come round to my flat tonight?
A. do
B. don’t
C. haven’t

10



Exercise 2 Sentence rewriting

The words in these sentences have been mixed up. Rewrite
them to make meaningful sentences. The first one has been
done for you.

1. the / been / on / There’s / at / a / office / lot / .

There’s been a lot on at the office.

2. Mary / big / This / my / is / sister / , / .

3. afraid /in/a/I'm/a/of/hurry / bit / we're / .

4. going / tonight / Deborah / to / I'm / with / party / a /.

5. and / have / 1;p / James / What / you / been / to / ?

6. have / the / we / planned / moment / nothing/ At / .

7. the / showing / I'm / visitor / my / sights / today / .
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Exercise 3‘ Fill in the blanks

You have just met Deborab and her friend on the street. What
would you say to her? Write one word for each blank.

You
Deborah

You

Deborah :

You

Deborah :

You

Connie

Deborah :

You

: What have you

: Nice

: Hello, Deborah!
: Hi! How are you?

: Fine, . And . ?

Not too bad.

?
I've been quite busy. Oh, this is' my friend,

Connie.

: Nice to meet you!

Pm having a party at my flat tomorrow night.

Why don’t you come round?

. rd !

Now check your answers from the key. Then practise the
above dialogue.
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