


dt3% BENING



P fEhga H (CIP) B4

HHREE /KBRS, —ILE SMEHFE SR B ML, 2003.6
ISBN 7 — 5600 — 3540 ~ X :

T. 5 O.#- O KEM—PE—-BHL—FE N. 1246.5
of [ A A R 5 0 CIP 3048 B 57 (2003) 28 055295 5

H R A: ZFAAX

BERE: KT E

HEgit: sk

HRE AT SMEH¥E ST H R

AL EWTEE ZIRILE 19 S (100089)
: http: //www. fltrp. com

bR KEERIT

: 650x 980 1/16

1 44.25 HEW:2 9K
12005 4FE S A 1AL 200545 A% 1 WKEIRI
. ISBN 7 - 5600 — 3540 — X

1 44.90 J©

AT HIRL L 3 VT R B 1 R Hh AR A 10 5 e
TEERLRT RAEL R
MRALER G Ip A 2 B LIS : (010)88817519

* A FIHI AR
* SR HFRHETEE



.

4;







h-v-ih b s b'--"qar____km._.k-.

| webectonn, e ged b ok e o gcea

B R Y TS !!-—I'.'..t__w 5o JA&L—-,J&——"

4 Seaclasn go‘ %_ﬂk%&}%
o wesede s uu..::x_.w.t_m

c8d | leess WMy A

\..g' | (PR . 1 M&““nm__z‘l_‘__kkrﬁ._«
= J).\n.t e lwitese. .-

b] t“&_‘_\a_x_.‘_ tua.l!uhs..‘L

WY _us.s.__m!s.‘.._.h_h‘_ e e

_h-é \a._ﬁ_&ng?___y I T L I

. Sesleadmeb Mat vebsegoban  cadaten ot
S VYR uq_.:ps_i‘.__se::‘_u__}‘»_he.}o...ua&,_._
wyvea, A _wwn v,

.h-"‘




BE B A5 5B 2R e — 13 S 23E 5 N B BR O, ] B 3L R — i §1A 2 A 0 L
WAOTEN R A o RSB PE D5 SC Ak, A LR IR 9 SC 1 BB 65 AH T B AR R Ah
. ik b AEAMIEE P 7S A B OR R SCfE . WY
BRSO, — TP R R BN EARIR N, R A E RS W iR
BRIERESEE D AIBEMN AT,

(RUBIHZD R IEREAE R TUSE A0, LA M A CRD 8 60— 5
B3, ) TEH WSS 10 KIE B2 £ b Mok b i UUSR SO 52 32 09 18 5% 4=
Gho BB RBZH . B R ADBE /AL N, HEE HBLICIR A
CELEREF) . /bt fiRALEok . 0 4 = KR BAY PLSEIRIL, JBBL T A
BE ¥4 [a] SCRIELS 30 8« b - 90287 e 31 £ i 28T A 3R [H A R AR T
EFASIIREB LS. BPRBEALCEALST, BB T 4N %E
WA EBARM S SR, iEREESIRIEEMAmE
¥ AT S 0 i @S A o Y Sh A R R BE Rk E AL S R Sc e, |l
BLr BLAT (4] A8 18 i3 3 il X 2 = ST A i Bh i DL B 3 L B SR IR A P S

(IR Z)RBBEN ~AHB. RIANDHIF S RAKB, R A

=i,
% }%

zuozlf/\ 5/]20 q




YT WA
]

Foreword

One morning in 1905, or the 31th year of the Reign of Emperor Guangxu of
Qing Dynasty, two brothers set out by boat from their hometown Boa-ah, a
mountain hamlet in Fujian Province on the southern coast of China, for the
port city of Xiamen, some sixty miles away. The boys were full of excitement
and chatter, especially the younger one. Yutang was ten years old, and today,
he was taking leave of his hometown and going with his brother to study in
Xiamen., They were sons of Pastor Lin Zhicheng, who was born in the poor
village of Wulisha. Pastor Lin was sending his sons to free missionary schools
in Xiamen,

19054, BRARMAEN —FHRN-RER, AFE_ARIMAKSHELHHE
OREZAMNBURTEN. NAKLIE-MEMEFOH LA, £FF
EHSERNERAE, AAFAKETE, ARAL, M-I EEXTX
e X—R, HE OIS WABERTXR -REFRLSAMNERE, 0w
RERERBEFHEARFHEEING, BTERHCHRARTFUHENN
R R FRRE.

The Pastor was not a follower of convention, so the boys did not wear queues.
Yutang was a little guy, deeply tanned, with a prominent forehead, a pair of
sparkling eyes, and a narrow chin. Six miles later, when the skiff came to
Xiaoxi, the boys changed to a five-sail junk, and sailed toward Zhangzhou on
West River. There were paddy fields and farmhouses on either side of the
river, and tall mountains stood behind them, clad in grey-purplish hues.
Yutang thought it inexpressibly beautiful. After a day’s journey, the junk tied
up against the bank under some bamboo trees. Yutang was told to lie down,
cover himself with a blanket and go to sleep.

O ERBEMMYTPHIBIRFS.
Q@ HTEYUHERMAFEXXEH, HFEMNLRAZREE T, 854 TERFH.
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HEFEATHBHA, RN BRTFELRAISTO, KEXAMBAS, KE
HE, IHRY, XBEFAH, AF-PRRWTE., MAHAREZ
BETHE? AFH_AEZRERRIEMAPEERAREN. AEHERER
Ré, TREHROHL, EEHFREELNER. EREEHOEF, X—
MxBFALEETR. —RWMBZE, BLEETHANRTHERL, KAXEE
EWMT, L8 FHREEX.

But sleep was the last thing on the boy’s mind. The boatman sitting at the
junk’s stern was sucking at his pipe, and between gulps of bitter tea, telling
stories about the Empress Dowager Cixi, who ruled the court today, having
put the Emperor Guangxu under house arrest for supporting the reformers at
the palace. Another junk was tied up on the opposite bank, brightly lit by
lanterns. A soft breeze wafted sounds of merrymaking and music from a lute
across the water. Oh, what a beautiful scene! Yutang thought, I must
remember this evening well, so that the sights and sounds will always be fresh
in my mind when I recall this night, however old I might be.

T, BEXGERRALENE., PRLAEHR, DHEE, —UFEEXK,
—HHERBARENRE, EHFRINFENALE, DELHERKEY
HELHFRE. AXREHES —BE, REOKER, kA ELERMA
FREBEFNHERAALRK, EEHAEN. XBHRERS 2 H LYW
K-—EEHHFRARXANRL, XH, FTHHATHLEL, RBERELHILE
RABEHARERERO,

At the thought of going to school in Xiamen, his heart leapt with anticipation.
He often went to watch the sunset behind the tall mountains which completely
surrounded the hamlet. The mountain peaks were always shrouded in clouds.
How did a person get out of this deep valley, he wondered. What was the
world like outside? To the north there was a crack in one of the peaks, left

O HIEREBE (RMFEM PTHE. “LEEFHEAN., RONFNEBRRREMBHE T — RS
T, MEH-AEIRXHER )

@ HEEEBE (RNAGM PEE. “TRERIEAAR, BITHSHAAXENRY, WL
ABITHAE, RIAGHE—BIRENBSA 7, LE (ATAS) HEY, “AHR, B—-4&AS5
BREWILE, WARRE, RINIBREXKBMERE P ABRBEN . HHLH “Xiaoxi” Fi %4
B, ‘B WEEIELETEN “xia”,

O BR (KBRAMR) B8 D2 PRHXER. RITWBRBELANKZT, BB
ER, I BBITEME L. RMERLE, S5 K87, B8R, RERLEREAR, BME
S -XNHE, ERFERZPREMBROKE, OHAT. Buhan. HNRAKE, ZREE,
BETH, HE-WARSPHOEE. EH ERBELT, kBT, HRTR, mHEEASK——
A, BAARERR, FAEEKEORBERRGEE, NEME, EWKke, BE52E4H, ¥4
ABMTREE., ROBK, EERBAROHEEXEYENRT, RWLR, Rm2! £A02
e, REUBEREAHRKEELZY, RMACH. “REX-WXREGEZ+, £5+-=%, 3t
EMIRR, MUMRK, BREFKZHEIZLH, HREHEBRL
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there, it was said, when a fairy stubbed his toe on a rock. The world was so
big that it boggled his mind. Two years ago, his father told him the first
airplane had a successful test flight. “I’ve read everything I could lay my hands
on about the airplane,” his father said, “but I've never seen one, and I don’t
know whether 1 should believe it.” His father also told him that the best
universities in the world were the University of Berlin in Germany, and
Oxford University in England. “You must study hard, young man.” his father
often said, sitting beside the boy’s bed at night, turning up the oil lamp and
smoking his pipe. “Study hard, so that you can go to one of those
universities. Acquire an education and become a famous man. ”

REZENL*HERE, BXHCERKZTHNAE, AW, ¥ ¥ 2 FAWHR
WHER, BLEMEKALUNECRBERERN, VB EXERZEEREEN
ZE, A HBE, AEBRFRABIRYGLAR? ATEH R 2 EH
AHTR? kAL LA B, BREUWARAMAELALE EBR B X
W BRWh2ZKA, 4 EXE, FEN, RELEFM, R LE -2
MEBR RS T KER: “REIFAXTINERE, TEKALANL
%, ETHEREFTRE.” KELREX UL, REWHAASRPERY
FRARFRERLRHFNAFE, ERE, REEHLAMGRL, BEHBNT,
—HWEEE, —AR: FRA, REAYES., RAAGES. F4
AN HEHKE, FHFAR, £TE#O,”

My father often repeated this story to me. As I sat in his study, surrounded
by bookshelves of his works, I knew that Grandfather’s words were the
inspiration of his life. In his 80 years, my father wrote and translated more
than 50 books and became a world-renowned author. The New York Times
said at the time of his death, “Lin Yutang had no peer as an interpreter to
Western minds of the customs, aspirations, fears and thought of his people. ”
Father was a novelist, essayist, philosopher, philologist and lexicographer.
He also invented a Chinese typewriter. “But he was more,” wrote Prof.
Nelson I. Wu of Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri, “He was a
total man, stubbornly going his own way through the criticism of lesser minds
to become a universal genius. ”

RRECHEEBRFXANAUE. RLERWHSE, DAN SR EEE T Y

O BAKERE (BHMFEM PRMAXI0E. REGLEYEL - UXTFETOTHMNEN, &
ERA-RMONMREER. “RESHTET NNRE, TRRARA W -5, RAMERST
5.7 RRARFFRPRB CTHEE, RFEMBMEABIXNE, DESBMRITR SRR
FHERAER MR EREN” 6, REHHEE, CEMEORERIDES —XEAREIGE.

O RRAFMEERRZZAREEHLIL,
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D EE, hERERE, EREEAXHBERE T AN —£. 80FF, KX
FEFTO0OFRSE, AT -—NEAHRNER, AEH2H, (A4
) 5. “MiEELACEBRORA, Bk, BEREANELTETA,
EXFTENRRETEH.” XEFE LM REK, #BXK, TFR, B#FF
KEARRER, TEUT - AP XTFNY, “FEFh.” EHFEMNEHS
BHEBRAFWENNORBES#H.: “REELR -2 A, HEELABH
AEHCWHERE, TELHDMNHF, ZERHT —ANeF7

Father was born in 1895, the fifth of six sons of Lin Zhicheng. The
Presbyterian pastor, a self-taught man, communicated to his children a
passionate zest for all that was new and modern from the West, and decided
that his sons must learn English and receive Western educations. With the
help of one of his brothers and a loan, Yutang attended St. John's University
in Shanghai. The main emphasis was on English., Yutang also studied
theology, because he wanted to be a pastor like his father. But after extensive
reading in science. he began to have doubts about Christian dogma, and
changed his major to philosophy.

REMET I8 F, EMRAAEPHATETE, HRXRERERE -4 k%
SHF. BERAWAAFEECH A U HFROREELT BTN, #
REULINFNFEARLE, BZTEARF. BF-LBAPAKEEY, KB
EHNTLBHZHBHAE, REXEFINEAREREE L, A GHE
THF, BARFERIXEDBERN - L%, BE, EORMNEFEH)
EHEERBESEERNH LT AETIE, CHLEELRRTH 2,

When he graduated from St. John's in 1916, Yutang accepted a teaching post
at Qinghua College in Beijing. Here. he found himself surrounded by Chinese
history. and he realized how small the confines of his Christian education had
been. He knew that Joshua’s trumpet blew down the walls of Jericho, but did
not know the folktale of Meng Jiangnii, whose tears for her lost husband at
the Great Wall caused a section of the wall to collapse and expose his dead
body. Determined to make up for his inadequacy. Yutang haunted bookstores,
asking shopkeepers what were the most important books to read, because he
was too ashamed to ask others,

1916 £, MBERFABAF LY, HFET TR ELERUHB, XE4
ERENTEFEAE, AR A CH I A B AR TN B LA Ao

O 19474, HKIEERWEK “BIRGHTFI EAARY, FF 1952 FREEREH. XM
TP HLR S 8 35 6 i b ST AL

@ R (1919—2002), REMEEXETEHERTER, ELHENH. REF VBTGB 24
HIER R,
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AR, B A TU5 AREHAFREKE, F L oEE £ REKR
MIRLAPENRAEEY, BEROCHRABCAER T ENGKE, TEFH
HEFE, WETREATTDPLELENEELE, AFuHBNERFE
xS E] R,

When he was not reading, Yutang tried to devise a better method for looking
up characters in a Chinese dictionary than the prevailing Kangxi Method, the
bane of scholars and students alike. At the age of 23, he published An Index
System for Chinese Characters, for which Cai Yuanpei, Chancellor of National
University of Peking (Beida), wrote a preface. The work attracted the
attention of scholars and was a catalyst for change. But Yutang was already
dissatisfied with his method, and he continued throughout his life to work on
improvements. These were finally incorporated in his monumental Chinese-
English dictionary published when he was 77 years old.

BHZA, HEBEZXARAN -HEFN I X TR, AHATHREERS
ERTFE, AR T EAFERFENLABERC, B HHR, KELEET
(RFRTIH), AREFHRELLTAY (A RKETE, i F#h
HRTFHNWER, RTXFHRENBEAMN. T, HiEXUHC LRI
HOWTEARRSG, AredPh—EEFREHE. 7790, HKT —%
MR XERE, XHEZERBTMEINE R,

Yutang taught at Qinghua for three years, then qualified to study in America.
He received a half-scholarship to major in modern languages at Harvard
Graduate School of Arts & Sciences. In 1919, he married Liao Cuifeng from
Xiamen, and took his bride with him to Cambridge, Massachusetts. At the
end of the year, his stipend stopped coming, and he had not enough money to
get his Master’s degree at Harvard.

MEBEEFRRTZFH, LERELLEE Y. B TLEERBHE
RHAFEXBH R EROAZARET Y, DI9F, 5k ETHEER
LKERIE, MEBH B -FHAELFEEEMNNOK. BEEX, ke
REEILT . AFERTHY, A ELBB R L EM0.

O BR KEEAML) PHHLIER. RAHSEE—BH, HHLER (EEMTH BXR
—Ef, BRAEREFEKE- - BIBARX TP REGHINEA RN, cHE (ERS
HR) —fith, REBH, YREHSZHRMEE R ARG B UHEEREBATROKE, TLAYE
EMRY A WG E AU R . BBk RS R R P D B T RS A,
ATRAANMERGAERI, MEERBEARIAS, STLREEF—U=8A+ kA4
X, HEMBHROMBZTATSEEERY (LBP) dHEATESSHT. REBEREXRE
BEPTEHFES, Wi B AT ARBRR GRS,

Q WMIBHE VT AR BETE, MTER PR R B R BT R
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World War 1 was now over. China had sent some 150,000 laborers to France,
and Yutang accepted a job at the American YMCA to teach the laborers to
read and write, The couple moved to Le Creusot, a small town in France.
When they had saved some money, Yutang had taught himself German, and
they went to the University of Jena in Germany because the living standard
there was lower. Yutang took courses and transferred credits to receive his
Master’s from Harvard. To the dean of Harvard Graduate School he wrote in
1920, “I do not wish to plead for any special leniency in giving me the degree.
Nor am I going to be intellectually arrested myself after 1 should get the
degree. It is for the reason of great practical utility that I wish to have this
certificate. I believe that the Harvard degree will make my progress through
the German University much quicker and easier. ” In 1923, he received his Ph.
D. in Philology from Leipzig University, and returned to China.

REF-—ARERAKRECELER, PEART AL B FHLTE%E, KiEEE g
TXEABHFFLN T, WEXEHAFINES, HKAWMELS E 3
THRZEMAARE. NBETT — 28, HEXXBFTRE, XEHA
—RETREWHEAY, AAMENEFHF ALK, REXAHE Lig,
DENFRER R RAXT L EMHENFE L. 192048, RELDHFALLR
BKWETEE: “RIBBRGNEXRRNE LA REMEANERL, B3
FRZE, RET2E¥V LRERY, RFLLERAXEWERE TR
HRAWSEHANE. BAN, 2RAXEL L RERENASELRBES W
ERG.” 19234, REBEYRA TRLGAF N ETEH L ¥4, RUEE,

The country was in turmoil. Politically, China was in the grip of feudal
warlords who fought one another incessantly. Yutang, a professor in the
English Department of Beida, wrote articles and criticized the corrupt and
ineffective government. The feuding warlords fought on. Duan Qirui ordered
the arrest of some 50 professors and newspapermen who criticized the
government. Yutang’'s name was on the list. Two editors who were arrested
were shot in the same night.

R FE-FRA, RARMUAREGOHEERFRH, b A
BRABBRWAREERE XEA B MRS NRATURE, TERNKLITA
T, BRFTLARBAASO LB ERANHBFIRA, RELLRINT
RES. AUABERBN LSRR ERBA S TO,

By now my parents had two daughters, my older sister and myself. We left for

© 1926431, BURMETYRKEAEEL R, BEEEIIT 48 A, HPHHIEYE, B
VLY L I MRS R TE 1926 SFBE R ERMAFT N L MABRAAMAK,
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Xiamen, where Father joined the faculty of Xiamen University as dean of the
College of Arts and Letters. But, university politics made it impossible for
him to stay on, and a year later, he joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
the Wuhan Government, because he admired Foreign Minister Chen Youren,
whom he had known in Beijing. When the Wuhan Government was toppled in
1927, Father quit his job, and we moved to Shanghai.

MK, ROWABFELATHALRIL, BREEHEAMR, RN -KXFALE
FTET, RESETENMA¥RXFREK. Fid, ¥REWAFX A1
THEE, MEFEREKET X, —FUE, A TRAREREAFHIXH,
MEBAMKK S BREAC, AL 52 MR, 1927 £, AR
EREFEEGA, RE#ETH, RNLKFTET LK,

Here, he began to write the enormously successful Kaiming English Books, a
series that was adopted as textbooks for middle schools. With his founding of
the Analects bi-monthly in 1932 in Shanghai, Father made his reputation in
China. The magazine specialized in humor and satire, but it was Father’s
contributions that most captured the readers. Poking fun at government
officials, he once said, “Although you are an official, you still look like a

”

mar.

L, REFBERERARRDN (FUEXEA), XEAFYH&E Y
THEEBEMN, 19328, A LEUAT (BB FAR, A EFFE,
RARSHREREMR PN, EAFRRIBHHAERRENXF.
VEXHRUFLIHNEARE R: “REREAE, EREBCERAIAAL”

Father’s lacerating wit earned him the reputation of enfant terrible and the
accolade “Master of Humor.,” In 1934 and 1935, he started two more
magazines, This Human World and The Cosmic Wind. Also at this time,
Father was writing an English column called “The Little Critic” which
appeared in China Critic magazine, as well as editing a Chinese dictionary in
the style of The Concise Oxford Dictionary. At the same time, he was
translating English works into Chinese, such as the biography of Henrik Ibsen
and George Bernard Shaw's Pygmalion. And he was translating Chinese
into English, the most notable work of which was Qing dynasty author Shen
Fu’s Six Chapters of a Floating Life, which was published in bilingual form
in Shanghai in 1935. The author wrote about the idyllic life he led with his
wife Yun, whom Father described in a preface as “one of the loveliest of
women in Chinese literature.” The story and the translation received wide
attention.
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RELFHANAAMLRBT “ARHEE” WAFR "B AR WEXR, &
1934 #1 1935 F, XA A THELAELE, 45 E (AHEHMY for (FHFR)., &
EAXBEHRFAE, & (FPEFAARY LFT ALK “MiFR” HEX
R, RFR (FEFHFE) ARAERES - AREFHL, 5HEHR, #
bANEE -—BRXEBERORBILHE, btnf PEWALREHAN (ARD
FH) B -2 XFRBERTEX, HYRELWRFRERALAH
CFANITY, XAPBWREXNERT 19 £, AEAEPPRLTHFE
FE-REGIWFE-—RYLTE, XFE-BFEFLEHRE “PEXFEFER
TEWNLTFZL-" . BRI XEVNRBATBRE T ZHXE,

Father’s “Little Critic” essays caught the attention of Pearl S. Buck, who was
living in China, and whose novel The Good Earth had won the Pulitzer Prize.
One evening the two writers met. They had been speaking of foreign writers
in China, when Father suddenly said, “I should like to write a book telling
exactly what I feel about China. ”

REE MR TRPRXOXEIRTRD KRG EE, WEFEEEN
RLKEU (KK —HRBERKER, — X% L, ZAFAERRET — L.
MNKRTEFEHNNAEER, IHXAFRARYE: “BREE - H, #HR
e EHEEE

“You are the one to do it,” Mrs. Buck replied enthusiastically.
“BEAFRENTEKE,” Rkt HEHR.

Father finished the book in 1935, and it was called My Country and My
People. .. In the book, Father surveyed the mental and moral constitution and
ideals of the Chinese people, as well as society, literature and the art of living.
“China is too big a country, and her national life has too many facets for her
not to be open to the most diverse interpretations, ” he wrote. “I can lay bare
her troubles because I have not lost hope. ”

1935 %, REZKTRHBH, EHEAFUR(EERSER), RLEAXBHF
AMTHFEARCERR. pEEEAKHER, A TEHNLS, X¥R
EFELAR#ATTHRIY, “YEHERAA, BRAFHETLAS, HERERE
B3R RTREENMB AL A B THNER,” 5H, “RESBTH
WEE, REARAXHHAFL.”

The politically motivated writers lost no time in tearing the book apart, but
Father was not bothered. “If a man must be a writer,” he said, “ he should
have some courage and speak his mind.” He had nothing but contempt for
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literary prostitutes who owed their living to political bosses.

RABBHERNLANER XA I AT AWBR, REFHELZEE,
CERUAR AE, “RAARAIA, RTHLBOCHOE.” X TAR
EBRREENENIEEBE, REANARBA.

“The book burst like a shell over the Western world,” according to The New
York Times. “My Country and My People is the clearest and most interesting
dissection and synthesis of China past and present that I have read,” wrote
Fanny Butcher in the Chicago Daily Tribune. “One of the most important and
satisfactory books yet written in English on the character, life and philosophy
of the Chinese people,” wrote W. L. Langer in Foreign Affairs. “No one who
wants to know either old or new China need go beyond the covers of My
Country and My People. .. The whole gamut of matters Chinese is here treated
with a deftness, a frankness, an intelligence, a subtlety seldom matched in
wrote T. F. Opie in Churchman.

any work,”

RAFREE -HEBEFRREFT,” XE(AA0R) vk, @
R - EHAROUE (EmBFRER) LB, “ERFEINSS, (FES
FR) RATENDZMALERKN, RARWHASFRE.” LHOE (4
X)) LEETTERNIFE: “ ((FES5FR) B) B4 W £ FHEAMS,
EBFENEFNREE. BAOARBWAXERL —.” TRRNE (XI5
) LwmEH. “FERRBTRFEN D £EEALE, REF—3% (EE 5
EFR) RERS T oo RAFUEHA R EE, By, EEFEPRAT &
EALFEHLH.”

Father was 41. Success did not change him. “I am still a child, looking at this
extraordinary world with round eyes,” he said. “There is so much I must
learn; everything arouses my curiosity. 1 have only one interest, and that is to
know more about life, past and present, and to write about it. 1 would not
like fame if it gets in the way.”

HE LA YWREHABRSTHAAE. “RNAR—IBE, EBATH
MEEXSBOER,” B, “REAFSABESE; —UHERFF, &
RA=ARE, AREESHR TR FAAENEE, AEXBTRBEL
B, WRFLGBTRNER, RTFIHEHLLL.”

In 1936, our family, which now included three daughters, went to America,

®© W BMR (1888-1987), EEEER. X EIFiLE. B8,
@ BB R - 28 (1896—1977), EEFTHEK. S3F S AR,
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intending to stay only a year. But when the Sino-Japanese War broke out the
next year, we had to delay out return. Father was horrified to learn the 52
manuscript volumes of the Chinese dictionary he was editing, which he had not
brought to the States, had been destroyed.

1936 £, B —FKAFT£8, XHEXECLAT =A%), H#MNATER
EMER—%, ERFEIRSERERR, RNAFHRRTEENTH. R
ERAWEAGBEN 2 AN EFHAFRYAZE, REFHEFFER TR K.
Bax B, LEREF 4. :

In New York, Father began to write The Importance of Living, one of his
most famous books and a grand synthesis of his philosophy. It became the
best-selling book in America in 1938, was translated into a dozen languages,
and secured for him the position of a leading interpreter of China to the West.
In comparing East and West, he found no difference so sharp as the attitude
toward old age., “I am still continually shocked by the Western attitude,”
he wrote. “I heard an old lady remark that she had several grandchildren,
‘but it was the first one that hurt. > Even with the knowledge that Americans
hate to be thought of as old, one still doesn’t quite expect to have it put that

2

way.

EAN, REFHBEE (EFHER) —F. (FFWER) BERELFYT ¥
ZARE, REREENFFEZ -, TAHA 198 ERNT£E, HEAT &
MXF, TAFXAABEFRBFEXATEORNRAC AL KR, £xtik
FPEXAHLRY, KXFZATEASETAZARANERET A RS
WAE. “REAMABEFTA (XEHRE) BEERRTE,” 58, “RF
—EERAR, HEIANADFL, ERUEBRGOHERE A RERA
PEXBEATRBATRELEEA, B EAWRA TR ERABEA
Eoh.”

On the importance of the home, he wrote, “It has seemed to me that the final
test of any civilization is, what type of husbands and wives and fathers and
mothers does it turn out. Besides the austere simplicity of such a question,
every other achievement of civilization—art, philosophy, literature and
material living—pales into insignificance. ”

ATRENERY, WEH. “EREE, RRAAXVFNRAKRARES Y
BRUETHARWLATET. AL2RHRFRBE. EXADMA LB T
BEH, XPHREA-VRE— LR, ¥¥, X¥URANWFRLF—HE
RELEX.”



