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THE BET

I

It was a dark autumn night. The old banker
was pacing from corner to corner of his study! reca-
lling to his mind the party he gave in the autumn
fifteen years ago. There were many clever people
at the party and much interesting conversation. They
talked among other things of cupital punishment.? The
guests, among them not a few scholars and journalists,
Jor the most partd disapproved ojft capital punishment.
They found it obsolete as a means of punishment,
unfitted to a Christian State and immoral. Some of
them thought that capital punishment should be repla-
ced universally by (ife-umprisonment,s

I don’t agree wrth® you,’® said the host. I myself
have experienced ‘neither capital punishment nor a
life-imprisonment, but if one may judie a prioréd?
then i1n my opinion capital punishment is more moral
and more humane than imprisonmeznt. Execution kills

—_—2
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1. stady = WR(EREEFE).

9, capital pniishment (= execation) FEH.

3. for the most part ( =mostly) K&, KESHK.

1. <isapprove of (= disfavonr) FIH.

5. Dhfe-imprisonment HIALER].

6. agree with [JE, X AEBEMA. szree fnk to f on,
%7 R ER. B): Does ho agreo with your (Rl
IR 179 9) 5 | agree w your suggestion, (FRIAERRAY
$2:2), We agreed on your plans (BRMAEFRKHE).

7. a priorl1 H[AFH .,



instantly, life-imprisonment kills by degrees® Who is
the more humane executioner, one who kills you in
a few seconds or one who draws the life out of you
incessantly, for years?’’

“They’reboth equally immoral,’’ remarked one of
the guests, ‘“bee wuse their purpose is the same, to take
away life. The State is not God. It has no right to
take away that whichit cannot give back, if it should
8o desire.”

Among the company was a lawyer, a young man
of about twenty-firve.'® On being asked his opinion,
he said:

““’apital punishment and life imprisonment are
equally immoral; but if I were offered the choice
between them, 1 would certainly choose the second.lt
It's better to live somehow than nct to live at all.’’12

There ensued's a lively discussion. The baunker
who was then younger and more nervous suddenly
lost his temper,'* banged his fist on the table, and
turning to the young lawyer, cried out:

“It’s a lie. I bet you two millions you wouldn’t
stick in a cell's even for five years,”

«If that’s serious,”’ replied the lawyer, ‘ghen
I bet I’ll stay not five but fifteen.”

“Fifteen! Dine/18” cried the banker. ‘Gentlemen,
I stake two millions.”

—
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by degrees (= gradmnally) Mi¥iHh.,

for years (= for several years)

ab ut twyn-y-fine j(-,f’j +HAHiE. about ﬂ?ﬂt"&gﬂﬁlﬁﬁ,

WHE— B THBER R EE, il lhere are abrat tan

lotz (K4 f5+H) abut RIRTHE MEF RWF

HBi. 3 ihsro are about a few more, SAREK. F:

there are a few more,

11 the second FFamNEEIN.

12. It’s b ttar t» 11 © sonehw than rot t; 1ve at al), I
LR AT M. 86 all 248, —B, —— MENAFE
(nogadvve). BER] (interrogative), RIF4Y: (condisioual)
Thph, i this dhes not seem to 1u.erest you at all
(,akff';(fm 2R ZA W IR); Has he done anything at
altr (s —25 hu52);5 If yon do at all, do 1t wall,
() bR Rl -2 B >BUF Ik 5) .

13. ensuad (= foliowad).

14. ot his teriper (= bd3came angry),

15. eell (= prison),

16. g:’?@’ BRI, $AD. (Jk done FHIMIERRER KM EY

Sew

—5—



«“Agreed. You stake two millions, I my freeaon,”
said the lawyer,

So this wild, ridiculous bet came to puss.’8  The
banker, who at that time had #oo many millions o
count,® gspoiled and capricious, was beside himself2
with rapture. During supper he said to the lawyer
Jokingly:

“ame to your semses,?l young man, before it’s too
late. Two millions are nothing to me, but you stand
to lose?? three or four of the best years of your life.
I say three or four, because jyou’ll never stick it out
any longer. Don’t forget e:ther,28 you unhappy man,
that voluntary is much heavier than enforced imprison-
ment. The idea that you have the right to free your-
self at any moment will poison the whole of your life
in the cell. I pity you.”

And now the banker pacirg fr.m corner to corner,
recalled «ll this and askéd himself:

“Why did I make this bet? What’s the good?
The lawyer loses fifteen years of his life and I throw
away two millions. Wi'l it convince people that
capital punishment is wcrse or better than imprison-
ment for life? No,No! all stufj and rubbesi* On my
part, it was the caprice of a well-fed man; on the
lawyer’s, pure gread of gold.”

He rceollected further what happened after the

—_f —



(REBR T o R = BITRE TR ATRBYE B3 1TE » JRBih 3R e

RTLLE RIS FeY s N W R SR Th T BER A G E
01 2 SR O ER T r R I AT LA DA R 5 SR 10 38 M1 o TR X 1Y il
| LETE Bk Sre gl

[ N W SRR 2R R, R AR T o = 45 R0
SR (BRI DB R G B S IR R AP AR H o
R, AR RSP TR EA—%, REFTHA
A 5L, 1 BRAG R Heoh (09 B BT WS 04 o O RS RE IR
H BB &5 B AUR TR0 4:f o B 57, )
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17. I my froedon (= I stake my froedom) gtF-4]py28h
] HBET .M Ho took one side and I (t3.) ttw other
(81de),

18. cane t> pass (= happened, cccurred) 4,

19.  t00 many millons t count REFHBHISE, Loo+adjective
(or adverb) + 1n*1nitive =30 + adjoctive (or adverb) +t at
42 negative clomse of resu.t,

Qs He 13 too yom g t» urdertale such a heavy task,
He 18 s0 youiz that e connot undertake such a
heavy tast,

20. neside himself (= t- lose bimself) KSHHIERL ik,

21. come %o your sensas (= ree ver you seil, Phab i,

22, stand $) lose ﬁ%ﬁzt@ﬁr,%%_

23, either (= alsy),

24, stulf and rubbich BE@FHR (FHeos ).
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evening party. [t was decided that the lawyer must
undergo his impsisonment under the st ictest observation,2s
m a garden-uing? of the banker’s houre. It was agreed
that during the period le would b¢ deprived of?7 the
right to cross the threshold, to see living people, to
h-ar human voices, and to receive letters and news-
papers, He was permitted to have a musiecal instru-
ment, to read books, to write letters, to drink wine
and smoke tobacco. By the agreement he could com-

municate, but only in silence, with the outside world
through a little window specially constructed for this
purpose. Everything necessary , Leol s, music, wine, he
could receive in any quantity by sending a note through
the window, The agreement provided for all minutest
detail«,% which made the confinement strictly solitary,

and it obliged the lawyer to remain exactly fifteen

years from twelve o’clock of Ncvember 14th 1%70 to

twelve o’clock of November 14th 1t 85. The least attempt

on his part to violate the conditicns, to escape if only

for two minutes befcre the time freed the banker from

the obligation to pay him the two millions.

During the first-year of impriscnment, the lawyer,
as fur as? it was possible to judge from his short
notes, suffered terribly from loneliness and boredom.
From his w n2 day ard nmight came the sourd of the
pianc. He rejected wine and tobacco. ¢“Wine,” he

- 8 —



