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Abstract

This work deals with Marx’s ideas about human liberation based on
his labour theory of value and his view of historical materialism. Analysis |
of the double relation between people and people and people and goods
(the means of production and its products) suggests a connection be-
tween the labour theory of value and historical materialism.

According to Marx’s labour theory of value, ownership of the means
of production is the precondition to appropriate the work of others. This
can be avoided if the means of production is publicly owned. Marx, who
analyses the origin and nature of private property, does not really deal
with the further problem of whether it is a necessary component of eco-
nomic activity. In the “Critique of the Gotha Program,” Marx only
roughly describes how public ownership and a planned economy can
function in the new relationship between people and products. This mod-
el of public ownership and a planned economy neglects the very real
problem of economic motivation. This book analyses this problem
through the different layers of the above-mentioned double relationship.

According to Marx’s theory of historical materialism, relations of
production are based on, and should be followed by, changes in the
forces of production. In an earlier book, Commentary on Historical
Subjectivity and Historical Objectivity, I argued that the relations of
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production are only partially dependent on the forces of production. In
this book, I apply the method arrived at in my previous study in order to
argue as follows: if the relations of people to goods only partially depend
on the development of the forces of production, then we can never wholly
dispense with the market, hence never wholly do away with a market e-
conomy. If a market is necessary, which Marx denies under the condi-
tions of socialism, then unavoidably problems of just allocation, as well
as equality and so on must be addressed.

In the last part of this book, I discuss concepts of justice, equality
and freedom in Marx in comparison with similar concepts as they arise in
liberalism. According to Marx, goals concerning these and related con-
cepts can be achieved only through public ownership combined with a
planned economy based on further developing the forces of production.
According to left-wing forms of liberalism, under the conditons of real
life improvements can be brought about by reallocation through taxation
and other mechanisms.

If the market is necessary even under the condition of socialism,
then the demarcation between Marxism and liberalism becomes blurred.
This is the current situation not only under the real life conditions in con-
temporary China, but also in the eyes of Marxist scholars both in the
West and in China. This book tries to distinguish between Marxism and
liberalism through analyzing the double relations between people and
people and people and things. It aims to disclose the paradoxical nature
of justice in liberalism, and to identify the principal problems of just al-
location under the conditions of traditional socialism ( Soviet union,
Eastern Europe and China). At the same time, it takes into considera-

tion the new situation arising from technical development and the infor-
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mation revolution. In this respect, it points to new challenges that Marx
faced as well as the persistence of old problems. One consequence is to

identify areas for further theoretical study.
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