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A NEW ENGLISH COURSE

1. Sex Discrimination 14 540
At ‘the end of the text, when the author learnt that it was the headmaster’s

wife who really ran the school and he would work under a woman, as he was
quite young and did not have a mature view about many things in life, he consid-
ered it as the “ultimate indignity.” This is because women were discriminated against
for a long time in history. Women were thought to be made for being mothers and
wives instead of useful workers or talent in all walks of life. As a result, many people
think women are less clever and less capable than man. Consequently, working un-
der a woman will be considered a thing that will make the man lose face.

In the twentieth century, women began to ask for equal rights with men. With
more and more women getting higher education and entering various professional
fields, women are improving in social status, though there might still be a long way
to go to realize real equality. Women have proved through their performance that
they can do as well as men in almost all fields.
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2. The Last Straw (EXBRMBE— BB, XA TEAREZTENRE—H
This comes from the idiom: The last straw broke the camel’s back. As we all
know, though straw might be light in weight, if you keep on putting straws on the
camel’s back, the camel will fall to its knees at last. So the idiom means the last
in a series of grievances or burdens that finally exceeds the limits of endurance.
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Job Interview 3k ER [ i

In a job interview, generally speaking, the interviewer will ask the job appli-

cant some questions about his work experience and educational background. He will
also explain the responsibilities of the position. In the end, the job applicant can
ask about the salary. .

In some countries such as the United States, it is very common for students to
do some part-time jobs, either to get some pocket money or to collect tuition fees,
especially during the vacations. In the text, the author is trying to get a job during
the summer holiday to raise some money for college education. Degrees are to be
obtained through college education—higher education. There are three degrees: B.A.
(Bachelor of Arts), M.A. (Master of Arts ) and Ph. D. (Doctor of Philosophy). If a
student studies not the arts but the sciences, he or she will get B.S. (Bachelor of
Sciences), M.S. (Master of Sciences) and Ph. D.
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ENGLISH COURSE

awkward
gable

sash-windows

gravel
evergreen
shrub
rotund
freckle
tweed
suit

colonel

private

['o:kwad] adj. not convenient 7~ 77 {8 fi

['geibl] n. the upper end of a house wall where it joins with a sloping
roof and makes a shape like a triangle LI, A 5%
[iseef'windauz] n. a window consisting of two frames that you open
by sliding one up or down, behind or in front of the other #E#&
B, T BB

['greeval] n. small stones, used to make a surface for paths, roads,
ete. B, VEE, BRA

['evegriin] n. a tree or bush that does not lose its leaves in win-
ter WY, HEM L FH AEF

[JrAb] n. a small bush with several woody stems ¥ A&

[rau'tand] adj. (humorous) having a fat round body [& B f)

[frekl] n. a small brown spot on one’s skin, caused by the sun #
BE, /NBE R

[twiid] n. rough woolen cloth woven from threads of different colours,
used mostly to make jackets, suits and coats Hl1LWE

[sju:t] n. a set of clothes made of the same material, usually in-
cluding jacket (=short coat) with trousers or skirt —& 4K iz

[ka:nl] n. a high rank in the Army, Marines, or the US Air Force,
or someone who has this rank (fiZ%E WFEHEESE) L&
['praivit] n. a soldier of the lowest rank %1%, 4%

['bu:tleis] n. (usually plural) a long piece of string that you use to
fasten a boot ¥t7fr , &7y

['An'du:] v. to unfasten something that is tied or wrapped fi#FF,#}
F

[steil] adj. (of food such as bread or cake) no longer fresh or good
to eat (Mifd ERESF & &) AHE N, A 5 KE

['dind3i] adj. (of a room, street, or place) dirty and dark, in bad
condition R [, 6 , HERE Y, 88 HY

[ma:d3a'ri:n, 'ma:d3erin] n. a yellow substance that is similar to
butter but is not made from milk, which one eats with bread or



crumb
mantelpiece
cellar

bloodshot
vital

mumble
algebra

geometry

cricket

tramp

prospect

diffidently

ultimate

indignity

..4 L g

o

uses for cooking A & 37 , Z #L ik

[kram] n. a very small piece of dry food, especially bread or cake
T £ 8 REDFIS L B

[maent(a)lpi:s] n. a frame supporting a fireplace, especially the
top part that can be used as a shelf BEjr42

['sele] n. a room under a house or other building; a store of wine
belonging to a person or restaurant b7, M %=, H %

['bladfot] adj. (of eyes) slightly reddish in colour (HR )7 Ifi 9
['vaitl] adj. extremely important and necessary for something to suc-
ceed or exist MR H E MY, LA A HY

[mAmbl] vi. to say something too quietly and not clearly enough,
so that it is difficult to hear 2 B # i1 , i Hk

['2eld3ibra] n. a type of mathematics that uses letters and other signs
to represent numbers and values {32

[d3i'omitri] n. the study in mathematics of the angles and shapes
formed by the relationships of lines, surfaces and solid objects in
space JLfi[ 2%

['krikit] n. an outdoor game played with bats, a ball, and wickets
by two teams of 11 players each t#hER (¥EANHEMEFizd), MW
BAELBE, BN 11 A, i BR BA7E “ = AR "RT5F 1, A k3R 5 Bk )
[treemp] vi. to walk around or through somewhere with firm or heavy
steps B ¥ , LAY EE if B 5 0 26 ARk

['prospekt] n. a possibility that something you hope for will happen
soon;something that is possible or is likely to happen in the future
TR WA B ORI ) ATREYE , ML s R BT &
['difidentli] adv. (act) in a way that is shy and unwilling to be
noticed or talked about by people &t = [ {5 ; 25 12 b , JH 42 s , Bf
£

[Altimit] adj. better, bigger, worse etc., than all other objects of
the same kind F R, B2, PR AY

[in'digniti] n. a situation that makes one feel very ashamed, unim-

portant, and not respected TLEE2 2 M5 HE A & ME S 1T R

terrier

[teria] n. a small type of dog that digs into burrow to pursue its
prey, originally used for hunting — 5 X i A3 7B EE 45 4 49 F T
145 %



mildly
pause

eyebrow
reckon

thickset
jowl
querulous

somber
improbability

premonition

crucial

grant

tormentor

unforthcoming

instill
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[maildli] adv. in a gentle way, without being angry i fiih , 35 & #
[p2:2] v. to stop speaking or doing something for a short time be-
fore starting again & if- ¥ {& . &5 . 1F 8

[aibrau] n. the line of hair above one’s eye B £

['rekan] v. (not in progressive, especially BrE) to think that something
is a fact, or have a particular opinion #,iAJ%

[Bik'set] adj. having a wide strong body, stocky,solid-built # ifi
B, 45K

{d3aul] n. the skin that covers one’s lower jaw on either side of one’s
face %, T

[kwerulas] adj. (formal) complaining all the time in an annoying
way, fretful ZEER, BHEH,58H

['somba] adj. sad and serious B5IULHI; ™I

[improba'bilati] n. the condition of not being likely to happen or
to be true FAIAER4 ; FAIGERERTF

[prizma'nifen] n. a strange and unexplainable feeling that some-
thing, especially something unpleasant, is going to happen (JL$§ &
FERY) B, TR

['kru:fial, 'kru:[ol] adj. extremely important because something else
depends on it FEVERY, EXRBEER; KEH

[gra:nt] . an amount of money given to someone, especially by
the govemnment for a particular purpose 8 -F 47 (4% B ik 3K .+ 3t
%) 51k

[tor'menta,'to:m-] n. a person who treats others cruelly or hurts
them and makes them suffer a lot,
guilty or very unhappy #7##
[Anfa:0kamin)] adj. not ready to be helpful or give information N
EEHAN ABRERENAN

[in'stil] v. to teach someone a way of thinking or behaving over a

L 5 & 6 ¢ 08

f ENGLISH COURSE

especially so that they feel

long period of time 7%

cross-examination [krosigzeemineifan] n. a situation in which the counsel questions

persecutor

hopefully

the witness thoroughly in a law court #[A], & i%, ™% i
[pa:sikjuita] n. someone who treats others cruelly over a period of
time, especially because of their religious or political beliefs; some-
one who deliberately causes trouble for others by continually annoy-
ing them(BBUA FHEMAR)AEE, BHE

[haupfuli) adv. (sentence adverb) used when saying what one hopes
will happen; in a way that shows that one is hopeful 1% 7% H i,
oM EE EARERL



rugger [raga] n. rughy football, a type of football played with an egg-shaped
ball that one can catch and carry in hands &= H#ERIZ )

sting [stin] v. (past tense and past participle, stung [stAn]) if an insect
or a plant stings you, it causes a sharp pain and that part of your
body swells #l, 4,17

inadequacy [in'sedikwasi] n. a feeling that you are unable to deal with situations
because you are not as good as other people A 754}, Fi& 24, A fig
FEAE s A R 2Z 4k, BBe

pit [pit] n. a large hole in the ground from which stones or minerals
have been dug &, % 3,5 bt

scribble ['skribl] v. to write something quickly and untidily or to draw marks
that have no meaning ¥ % 5 ; &L3% , L iE

wintry ['wintri] adj. like winter, or typical of winter, cold % KMl #J ;% %
B, AN B Y

%38 155
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The author, when waiting to enter the university, applied for his first job. The
job was teaching in a school very far away from where he lived. He was not very
sure whether he could get the job or not as he had neither a degree nor any
teaching experience. He was asked to go to the school for a job interview, which
turned out to be an unpleasant experience. He traveled a long way to get to the
school and was so depressed that he did not feel nervous at all. The schoolhouse
looked old and unattractive. The headmaster did not look like a headmaster. In the
interview, the author found that the headmaster and he did not agree on many
things. The job, teaching twenty-four boys from seven to thirteen years old by
splitting them into three levels, sounds too demanding. The author found that he
had to teach everything including subjects that he feared at school and he had to
teach on Saturdays too. The pay was very low and the worst thing was that he had
to work under a woman, the headmaster’s wife, who was the real runner of the
school.
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