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Remarks on this Publication

Houses are a building type especially susceptible to the effect of those factors
that shape the living environment of occupants such as climate, natural features
and the culture of everyday life. In addition, industrial technology, a factor that is
more universal in character, must also be taken into account. Furthermore, the
involvement of an architect in the design means that individual values are
expressed. How should a JIA publication present the circumstances in which
residential design took place in Japan during the last 20 years of this century?
Editorial discussion focused on that point from the start, and it was decided at a
relatively early point that the planning and editing should be all done by the JIA,
the publication should deal with works of architects who are JIA members and an
English translation should be added for the benefit of overseas readers. However,
discussion of the specifics took many twists and turns, and much time was
required before a final decision was reached.

In this series we decided to focus mainly on the “site” in order to point out
the relationship between residential design and the progressive subdivision of lots
in urbanized areas in Japan. That subdivision is the product of an enormous gap
between the price of land in cities and land prices in general, which in turn is the
result of the powerful attachment the Japanese have to land. In view of the
curious, continued preference of the Japanese for detached houses, despite the
evolution of detached houses from one-story buildings to two or even three-story
buildings, and the fact that, for some reason, the Japanese law regulating buildings
is tailored to individual lots, it seems safe to say that the distinctive configuration
of residential lots in Japan is a factor having an important bearing on residential
design in this country and reveals an aspect of Japanese culture having to do with
land. Japanese houses and streetscapes are difficult to understand unless the ideas
of residential design are considered against the background of a living environment
made up of such lots. The arrangement of the works in order of lot size and the
inclusion of neighborhood environments in site plans are intended to help the
reader take such living environments into consideration in judging the success of
these residential designs.

We also examined construction methods in a technological sense, environments
including the establishment of harmony with surrounding areas, and styles. However,
these three factors are interrelated in a complex way and difficult to treat
separately in three volumes. The editors decided therefore to ues thoes factors to
characterize the approaches to residential design taken by ten selected architects
throughout their careers. The individual works of residential design are thus

presented in a temporal context, enabling readers to gain a fuller understanding.

THE JAPAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
July, 1998 the editorial conference of The Creation of Dwellings by Architects
coordinator Shinji Tsunenobu
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- Wouldn’t it be nice to live at one with nature.

Wouldn’t it be nice if one’s dwelling were not just one’s house.

The plaza would be a living room,

and the back street would be a play area for children.

We are not asking for very much when we wish for greenery,

flowing streams and streets that are easy walk on.

Why should these things seem like distant ideals?

This series is intended to introdﬁce works by JIA members

who are enthusiastically involved each day in the creation of dwellings and

who find the design of houses thoroughly fascinating.

This volume is concerned with houses that take the environment into account.
Architects were selected and asked to recommend their own works.

It is a pity a dwelling must often be judged based on its presentation in a book.
It can be extremely hazardous to view architecture

through photographs and drawings,

and a volume such as this, which depends on such modes of expression,

ought to be approached with caution.

There are many good things about a house that can only be discovered by actually
visiting or living in it,

things that one gradually comes to understand.

I almost wish readers could visit the houses in sequence while reading this book.
Many perspective sketches, study models and drawings of details,

including those from the initial stages of design, are presented.

It was also the planning and editorial policy to try to show how each “dwelling”,
once it left the architect’s hands, took on a life of its own

and has provided a comfortable place to live for the client.

I hope the reader will project himself and try to experience these pleasant spaces.

August, 1998 Ediror ' Takeuchi Yuji
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How green those fresh leaves are.
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MOEEFER / downward view from the gallery

An exceedingly dense array of two-story wood-
frame and mortar houses and apartment build-
ings lines a narrow street some three meters
wide. Though hardly an attractive environ-
ment, it is one with a warm and friendly am-
biance, cultivated from several decades as a
residential community. While respecting this
atmosphere, I sought to create a residence that
might become a prototype for such cramped site
conditions.

The design themes proposed by the owner, a
scholar who researches contemporary social
phenomena, were “the willful townhouse” and
“the contemporary hermitage.” By the first he
intended an attempt to establish an ordered
living environment within chaotic surround-

13
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FAMITIE{DAN / upward of the south side facde

ings. The latter represents his desire for a space
able to foster a personal sense of freedom,
despite its cramped conditions.

The functions required of a residence are placed
at half-level intervals in a skip-floor composi-
tion. Each room is directly accessed by a stair-
way. The upper levels-from the kitchen-dining
room up—-—are conceived as a single room
having strong three-dimensional character, and
employ such devices as a bathroom enclosed in
translucent screens and a grating floor in the
gallery. A movable skylight installed on the
roof allows sunlight and breezes to penetrate
the grating of the stair treads to the building’s
lowermost spaces.

Despite its urban location, and relying only on
openings on the front road and, directly above,
on the sky, the building calls the presence of
nature deeply within its spaces.
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FIMZENIRMEVER / space composition by the model




