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Preface

The Series of Cultural Relics in Shandong is about off press. Itis a
comprehensive work, which, for the first time in Shandong history, cov-
ers up and shows a panorama of cultural relics in Shandong Province.
And it is a new fundamental and creative project that embodies efforts and
wisdom of generations of archaeologists and natural historians. They will
always be remembered.

Shandong Province is one of the fountainheads of Chinese civilization
and is famous both in China and all over the world for its great amounts of
cultural relics. In ancient times, it has developed the Beixin Culture,
the Dawenkou Culture, and the Longshan Culture. Since the Spring and
Autumn period, the intelligent and hard-working Shandong people have
created grand history and splendid culture. They have made remarkable
achievements and outstanding contributions to humankind in the fields of
philosophy, politics, military, science and technology, literature, art,
education, medicine and architecture and so on, and left behind them a
large number of rare cultural legacies. Both books in various periods in
Chinese history and objects unearthed in archeological research are crys-

tallizations of creative, arduous and talented work of ancient Shandong
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people. They are a sum — up of practices and experiences of ancestors in
transforming nature, society and even themselves. And they are dazzling
pearls in the splendid history of the Chinese nation. They are also trea-
sures that we can cherish and use for reference in building socialist cul-
ture with Chinese characteristics.

The series is not just a retrospect of the long Shandong history and
demonstration of cultural heritage. Most important, it helps us carry on
and promote the spirit of the Chinese nation, enhance Chinese people’ s
national self — confidence and the sense of pride, accelerate the pace of
modernization endeavor and bolster up our sense of mission and responsi-
bility of elevating the Chinese nation in advanced ones in the world. In
the new century, we must, under the guidance of the “Three Repre-
sents”, unswervingly adhere to the orientation of advanced culture. And
we should inherit our fine cultural traditions and assimilate all the ad-
vanced civilization achievements mankind has ever created. In response
to the requirements of the times, we should keep pace with it and strive
to promote cultural innovations and devote our wisdom and strength to the
great rejuvenization of the Chinese nation.

Wu Guanzheng
September, 2002
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