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Abstracts of Main Contents

This book is the first special work for expertizing the Chinese
postal items. It deals with expertizing 163 Chinese postal items
appearing in the stamp market. According to the authors{
experience of expertizing the genuine or the fake of the postal
items, they introduced carefully the concrete methods of
expertizing different postal items from setting, paper, secretmark,
colour, gum and perforations, excellent in both figures and
language. The language is full and accurate. Coloured illustrations
are amplified in detail. The reader may directly perceive through
the senses. This special work not only possesses academic value,
but also makes the reader easy to understand. So it is an easily
applied reference book of expertizing postal items. It may help
the stamp-collector master the expertizing skill. When buying the
postal items at the stamp market, he can instantly distinguish the
postal items between genuine and fake with a pair of sharp eyes.

Thus, he will not be taken in and will not suffer losses.
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FOREWORD 1

FOREWORD

The special work Essentials for Expertizing Chinese
Postal Items , had been published in Dec., 1994, by
People’s Posts and Telecommunications Publishing House.
The first edition were bound in hardcover and paper
back two Kinds. In the text, the illustrations and words
were printed in black—-and-white. Originally, in order to
let the readers easily master the expertizing skill through
comparison between the genuine and the fake, we decided,
through consultation with the responsible editor that, in
the front of the text, eight colour pages were added.
And, in the course of printing, we read the proofs of
these colour pages. Unexpectedly, when we received the
specimen books, we found the colour pages all disappeared.
The responsible editor told us that the quality of the
colour pages plates were not so good as to print. They
cut out these colour pages without any notice to us
afterwords. After the books were distributed, the readers
wrote us one after another to complain that, in the text,
they noted: “see the colour page”, but they found not
any colour page in the book at all. We could not but
shake our heads and gave a smile. Actually, if the
responsible editor knew to respect the right of the author,
and together with us adopted some suitable measures to
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deal with the colour pages, such as to improve the
quality of the plates, continuing to have the colour
pages; or to withdraw the colour pages, and to delete the
note “see the colour page” in the text, then the readers
would not seek the colour page in vain. This was a
simple matter, but made some trouble because of
mishandling. Now, we sincerely make an apology to the
stamp—collectors who bought the first editon Essentials
for Expertizing Chinese Postal [tems .

In this special work Essentials for Expertizing Chinese
Postal Items, we without any reservation passed on to
the vast stamp-collectors the technology and methods
which we adopted for expertizing research and expertizing
postal items in recent years. In the same time, we also
introduced more reliable and express expertizing methods
for some postal items. But all the illustrations and words
were black—and-white, undoubtedly affecting the effect
of distinguishing between the genuine and the fake. it
was a blemish in otherwise perfect thing. Even so, the
first edition was sold out soon after publishing. We pay
many thanks to the stamp-collectors for their kindness
to this work.

In order to make Essentials for Expertizing Chinese
Postal Items more perfect, in 1995-1998, we were engaged
in revising it carefully and painstakingly. Now we give
it to Popular Science Press for publishing the colour
cdition. In comparison between colour edition and the
first edition, there are different in these sides as follows.
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I. The first edition contained 100 Chinese postal
items for expertizing, the colour edition increased to 163
varieties, the content is more abundant.

2. The first edition provided the methods for
expertizing Chinese postal items mainly on basis of paper,
setting, perforation, size of stamps, back gum, colour and
so on, the secret marks were usually not dealed with.
The colour edition completely furnishes the secret mark
as an effective expertizing skill, helps the stamp-collectors
raise their expertizing level.

3. The practice shows, in order for the readers to
compare the differences between the genuine and the
fake accurately and clearly, the effect of Lhe colour
illustrations is better than that of black—-and-white ones.
Therefore, the colour edition completely adopts the colour
illustrations, furnishes a good condition to the stamp-
collectors to master the expertizing skill.

Now, the fakes spread unchecked at stamp market.
The varieties are very much. In this book, we furnish
163 varieties, which we have found and expertized. They
are only a part, not the whole appeared in the stamp
market. So, we hope that, the vast stamp-collectors,
from the expertizing methods we furnished, not only
study the concrete skill, but also diligently summarize
the principles, sturdily study philatelic knowledges,
uninterruptedly accumulate expertizing experiences, raise
their own philatelic level and expertizing ability from
root. Try to think, if the vast stamp-collectors all have
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a pair of sharp eyes, the fakes will be cornered. As soon
as a fake appears at the stamp market, it will be found
and becomes “the rat across the street, every one cries
to beat it” . Thus, the stamp world will be cleared up
and becomes stamp-—collectors’ “Spirit Paradise” . This
1S our genuine aspiration to write this special work.

Incidentally, there is one point to explain: in the
first edition, there was an appendix Mr. Li Ming’ s A
Guide to Expertizing the Postal Items of Qing Dynasty,
Republic of China and the China Liberated Areas . 1t is
the People’ s Posts and Telecommunications Publishing
House that consulted with Mr. Li Ming, and decided,
with our consent, to publish in the last part of the first
edition. Now, the Popular Science Press publishes the
colour edition Essentials for Expertizing Chinese Postal
Items , this appendix has been deleted.

The Author
1998 6.
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