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Before Felix arrived in Ankara, Miss Jones had arranged for him to have -
~ Jessons with Mr Palmer of the Education Office. Mr Palmer,as a busy man; he not -
~ only had his government job but also taught some Arab boys from wealthy families -
who hoped to go to an English university. He had agreed to “fit” Felix in his spare -
~ time, which meant that sometimes Felix went to Mr Palmer’ s office and was told to
study this or that, and now and then Mr Palmer managed to find a spare hour when -
* he dropped into Miss Jones’ s and gave Felix some instructions. Most of Felix’s day -
~ was spent studying in his bedroom. He knew he would not get far in this way and he -
knew also that Mr Palmer would have been disappointed in him. Miss Jones did not -
~ say or do anything that gave Felix any clue as to how he had failed her, but Mr
Palmer, after testing his knowledge, said without hesitation, “What on earth have -
- you been doing with yourself since you left?” :
Felix explained that in Cairo he had taken lessons with an old English lady, -
who had taught him English composition, French, drawing, geography and history.
Unluckily she had known less Greek, Latin and maths than he did. His mother had -
treated lessons there as a joke, “Never mind, darling. When we return to England -
- we’ 1l make up for the lost time. ”
] “Your parents ought to have been ashamed of themselves, keeping you away -
from school during the most important years of your life. I can’t understand it,” -
- said Mr Palmer. “Your father is an educated man, isn’t he?”
Felix explained, “It wasn’t my father’ s fault. Mother wouldn’t let me go -
- back to England when the war started. Father was angry, but Mother said, ’ If he -
- goes, I may not see him again. *” Mr. Palmer said, “You’ll never make up for -
B :
But Felix, although he knew it to e a serious matter, could not really care.

g e g g 00 00 g M 0 g g = A

. Fellx dxd not feel the a.rrangements Miss Jones had made good enough because

A. he knew Miss Jones was disappointed in him
B. he did not want to study at Miss Jones’s

C. his lessons were very irregular
D. he did not like Mr Palmer

2. Before Felix arrived, Miss Jones had arranged for him

A. to be taught by someone who had another job
B. to have lessons with some Arab boys
C. to go to school in the Education Office

o s
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D. to study at home every morning

Felix’ s lessons, before he came to stay with Miss Jones,
A. were shared with some children

B. had often been interrupted by his mother

C. were thought suitable by his father

D. had not covered some subjects properly
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There is a saying that cats have nine lives. A recent study examined why.

- Scientists carried out a study of cats which had fallen out of windows of buildings.

Nine out of ten remained alive after a fall of two storeys or more. One cat which fell :

~ from the thirty - second floor of a building only broke a tooth. Interestingly, the cats 1

were in greatest danger of being killed if they fell from the seventh floor. Falling

~ from either a lesser or greater height gave them a better chance of survival.

Damage to a body depends on how fast it hits the ground, which in turn de- -

° pends on how fast it has fallen. But it is not quite that simple because, as an object -
~ falls through the air, the air holds it back and slows the object down. After a while -

the object stops accelerating and continues at a fixed speed. This is the terminal

. speed. Bulky things have a lower terminal speed because there is a large area for
- the air to push up on. Heavy things have a higher terminal speed because they push

- down harder against the air. Cats have a lower terminal speed than falling people, :
- for example, because they are quite bulky and not very heavy so that they hit the -

ground more slowly and are less likely to be hurt.
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Then what does the seventh floor matter? This is the distance cats take to -
- reach their terminal speed. After the seventh floor, they may relax and spread out -
-~ their legs like a flying squirrel and' change their falling position so that they may -
- land on their feet. This would slow them down and allow their muscles to reduce the =
- force of impact , and thus reduce the damage. F

1. The scientists came to a conclusion that a fall from the floor was most likely to

kill a cat.
A. sixth B. eighth C. thirty — third D. seventh

2. A falling cat has a low terminal speed because it is :
A. bigger but heavier
B. bigger and relatively lighter
C. lighter but relatively bigger
D. smaller and lighter
3. Falling from higher than the seventh floor allows the falling cat :
A. to have time to reduce its falling speed
B. to relax and spread out its legs and land on a safer position
C. to reach the ground softly on its back
D. to fall slower than from the sixth floor
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More than 6,000 children were expelled from US schools last year for -
bringing guns and bombs to school, the US Department of Education said on July 24
_ this year. The department gave a report on the expulsions saying handguns accoun-
ted for 58 percent of the 60,93 expulsions in 1999 —2001, against 7 percent rifles
~ or shotguns and 35 percent for other types of firearms. 7
: “The report is a clear sign that our nation’s public schools are cracking down -

on students who bring guns to school,” Education Secretary Richard Riley said ina -

statement. “We need to be tough — minded about keeping guns out of our schools -
- and do everything to keep our children safe. ” :
: In March 2000, an 11 — year — old boy and a 13 — year — old boy using hand- -
~ guns and rifles shot dead four children and a teacher at a school in Joneboro, Ar-
kansas. In October, two were killed and seven wounded in a shooting at a Missis-
sippi school. Two months later, a 14 - year — old boy killed three high school
- students and wounded five in Daducah, Kentucky.
: Most of the expulsions, 56 percent, were from high schools, which have :
- students of about age 13, 34 percent were from junior high schools and 9 percent
- were from elementary schools, the report said.
. From the first paragraph we can infer that in the US schools

A. Students enjoy shooting

B. students are eager to be soldiers

C. safety is a problem

D. students can make guns
. The report from the US Department of Education shows that i

A. the number of the expulsions is not large

B. the number of the expulsions is wrong

C. there are soldiers hiding among the students

D. bringing guns is a serious problem in the US schools
. Paragraph 3 shows us ;

A. some examples of shooting in the US schools

B. the Americans’ feeling

C. some famous schools

D. that some teachers were killed by students
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