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Preface

Traditional Chinese medicinal herbs are our precious national heritage based on the
theory of science of Chinese meteria medica, which has unique system info and appli-
cation mode. In recent years, people begun to realize the adverse effects and limitation
of chemical drugs, and the research and application of natural medicine became a new
hot spot. Abound resources, unique curative effects and less adverse effects as its
characteristics, traditional Chinese medicinal herb has caused the attention of medical
professionals from all over the world. Especially for the treatment of refractory and in-
fectious diseases, more and more countries began to realize the advantages of using tra-
ditional Chinese medicinal herbs: avoiding damnifyng normal organic tissues, strength-
ening the power of organism reaction and enhancing the function of drugs to the immu-
nity system. The application of it in the treatment promoted the development of tradi-
tional Chinese medicinal herbs.

As an old and traditional academic system, many functional principles in it are not
clarified from theory to application. This weakness will definitely baffle the legal en-
trance of Chinese herbs to the international market, and set blocks in the competence
with abroad natural medicine. In order to enhance the competitive competence, China
has funded large quantities of capitals and personnel resources for the research and de-
velopment. In July 1996, the former State Science and Technology Commission and
State Administration of Traditional Chinese Medicine developed together national “the
Ninth Five project” —Strategic Research on the Development of TCM Modemiza-
tion. “TCM Modemization Development Program” and “TCM Modemization Devel-
opment Strategy” (2003 ~ 2010) issued by State Department in November 2002 will
definitely promote the development of TCM modernization.

In recent years, it has more and more branches in every field of TCM. In the as-
pect of TCM basic research, the application includes the extraction and isolation of ef-
fective Chinese herbs elements, metabolic analysis of Chinese herbs components, the
no — pollution plant and processing of Chinese herbs, Chinese herbs dactylogram atlas,
the filter of leading compound and the DNA molecule mark technique. In the art of
Chinese herbs processing, the application includes optimization of Chinese herbs pro-
cessing, regulation of quality standard and the advanced international techniques. All
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of the above accumulated precious materials and resources for the research. In addi-
tion, it also includes the application of cell engineering, enzyme engineering, zymol-
ysis engineering and heredity engineering.

We have done a lot of work on the research and theory guidance concerning the
TCM systematic engineering and have composed a series of such books. This newly is-
sued series of books intend to introduce the up to date achievements and founding to the
correlative professionals. We sincerely hope they can provide readers a new concept
and urge researchers to carry through TCM researches from a new point of view, pro-
mote the merge of western medicine and traditional Chinese medicine, and accelerate
the global modernization of natural medicine. However, the research of Chinese herbs
modernization is not mature and still in the primary phase. We look forward to your
feedbacks .

Tai — Kang Huang
2002.5
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