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Preface

I still remember that when we began to set foot in the field of
environmental ethics in the late 1980s, few related articles could be found
in the library. Yet, in the recent decade, much progress has been made
on researches in environmental ethics in China. The rapid development of
it gives eloquent proof of one basic principle of dialectical materialism—the
need of practice is the greatest motive force of the development of theory.
The theory tree can be ever green only when it is rooted in the fertile field
of practice.

Some scholars have pointed out that there are two important aspects in
human civilization: the state of human beings’ mind and the state of the
natural environment. Of which, the former concems man’s acceptance of
all species in the world and the latter concerns the coexistence of human
beings and all other species.

Only when human beings accept all other species can we multiply and
coexist with them on this planet. Now, in this new century, when five
billion people live together in the world, it becomes even more important for
us to learn how to coexist with others and with the whole nature. First, we
should always be grateful to the nature for the shelter and food it serves us.
Second, we should feel penitent for our ignorance and arrogance which
nearly brings the nature to the edge of devastation. Third, we must hold
pature in great reverence and follow the natural law. It’ s of vital
importance for us to remember that despising the natural law will surely
result in the nature’s taking revenge on us. Finally, we must understand
that compared with the long history of the nature, the history of human
being is really too short a period; compared with the profound wisdom of
nature, the wisdom of human being is really too superficial. So, keep
modest while we are facing the nature, leam to be clever pupils and good :
descendants of the nature as well. 3
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5 Thus, the gist and the main task of environmental ethics is to respect
and improve diversity of culture and nature as well as to cultivate the idea
of accepting all species and to advance the theory of coexistence.

The Research Institute of Ethics of Hunan Normal University is one of
the institutes which began to study environmental ethics at a very early
time. In 2001, it planned to publish a series of books on environmental
ethics. We have carefully studied it in western and Chinese philosophy and
we have also tried to make use of as much of the fruits as possible in our
books so that the readers will have a comprehensive study of this subject.
To our great joy, we have finished the job within two years. We feel
honored to undertake such a task and hope it will make contribution to the
construction of the science of environmental ethics and be helpful to carry
out the national policy of environment protection.

Liu Xiangrong
Nov., 2003
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Foreword

Research on western trends of thought in environmental ethics is no
longer an original work for, on the one hand, many scholars have already
explored this field and, on the other hand, study of environmental ethics
in China at first began with translating and introducing foreign works on it.
Still, it is my desire to express my own study of this subject in recent years
in this book .

I'd like to make some explanation of several problems in the book at
first. )

The first problem is about the title. This book is entitled “The
Subversion of Ethical Extension” ({&¥E#B X XM ), the phrase
“ethical extensionism” is not created by myself but is borrowed from the
use of it in the book “ Environmental Ethics: An Introduction to
Environmental Philosophy” (Wadsworth Group 2001), written by Joseph
R. Des Jardins’, an American environmental ethicist. And this title is just
a demonstration of my understanding of the theoretical features in western
environmental ethics.

Just as each subject has its own boundary, environmental ethics has
gradually defined itself as the study of the relationship between nature and
human being. And since 1980s, the westem environmental ethics
conscientiously began to connect the two kinds of adjustments of the
relationship between nature and human being and between human beings.
It’s obvious that envirommental ethics still maintains some links with
traditional ethics which concerns the relation between human beings.
Actually, environmental ethics is kind of extension of traditional ethics
trying to contain and cover human morals. So, it is quite proper to address
environmental ethics as “ethical extensionism” .

The extension of environmental ethics is surely not to creat a new

conceptual system or framework of theories but to reveal a new mode of
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thinking about value which undoubtedly is subversive to some traditional
viewpoints of value. This is embodied in three aspects.

Firstly, according to environmental ethics, human civilization
accumulated on material wealth is not sustainable. So the direction and
approaches to promote civilization should be totally changed.

Secondly , human exists not only in the society but also in nature, that
is to say, man lives in the natural world which has existed long before the
existence of man as well as in the cultural world created by himself. The
human world and nature relate with and influence each other through man’s
activities. Only when mankind understand this can we have a wonderful
future. So whether a man attains a lofty realm or not is decided by how he
deals with other people and how he copes with the nature.

Thirdly, environmental ethics takes mankind as one member of the life
unity but not the dominant species on this planet though man do possess the
life features other species do not have. So, the problems how man live on
the earth and what the happiness and pleasure of life is can be expounded
in a totally new way in this subject.

The second problem is about the content of this book. Every year, lots
of books or articles are published about environmental ethics, so new
researches of it must be representative and complete. Doubtlessly, for all
kinds of reasons, this book does not contain all important and up-to-date
achievements in the subject so I think maybe it should not be published
until more content is added. But on second thought, I think I should not
wait any longer for theoretical resarches are always endless and I can deliver
my new discoveries and ideas later in other books. So, here the book is.

Another thing should be mentioned is that it does not cover the westemn
theory of anthropocentrism because the relations between environmental
ethics and the traditional human ethics can not simply be summarized by the
conflict between anthropocentrism and anti-anthropocentrism. We can not
say controversy over these issues is pointless, yet the challenge made by
environmental ethics to the traditional human ethics is not to overthrow and
replace it but to extend its boundary to the relationship between man and
nature and the problem it tries to solve is to dovetail human ethics more

closely so that it can guide our life. And this is also the main task of this
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The third problem is that the concepts and approaches of thinking we =
use in environmental ethics tend to be westernized since the growth of it in i
China is closely linked to our understanding and accepting of the ideas in
western theories, on the other hand, the problem of environmental pollution
is universal and surely it is natural for people to share some expressions in
thinking of it.

It was in the process of dealing with the serious ecological crisis that
people began to realize the changes of senses of value was of vital
importance to improve our environment. So, we must admit that the
founding and development of this subject is to meet the requirement of
reality to solve the problem and we should remember the purpose of it is to
be helpful in the protection of environment and the improvement of relations
between man and the nature.

Though we Chinese and western people live on the same planet, and
the target of environmental ethics are nearly the same, there are still lots of
differences since we have to face different situations and we have different
relations with the nature. It’s necessary for us to make clear some problems
in research on environmental ethics such as who we should talk to and what
we should talk about.

It seems that the discourse of western environmental ethics is too
sentimental and goes too far to pursue the freedom of speaking and the ideal
state, for example, the demonstration of animal liberation, animal rights
and natural value all seem to be very random. Yet, in the westermn society
which has a profound tradition of liberalism, the concepts of rights,
dignity and value are so common in people’s life, everybody knows that
even when animals become subjects of rights and are given the freedom to
release themselves from captivity, they will never fight for their liberation
and their rights. And actually, the western ethicists do not convey their
ideas to the animals but to the mankind, and the common people can
understand and accept these. It is no wonder Peter Singer’s book,
“Animal Liberation”, has been known as “the Bible” and changed many
people’s life style and attitude toward animals.

But to most Chinese, these concepts and ideas are completely new.
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And one can not hope the western ethical works will make great impact on
our people. So we must consider what and how to talk about environment
protection to our people so as to change their way of thinking and behaving.

Study of western trends of thought in western enrivonmental ethics does
not necessarily mean we should follow and chase after these theories. On
the contrary, we must consider what kind of environmental ethics we
should construct in China under our specified condition and the developing
situation. We should not only study others’ achievements but also creat our
own system of theories.

il ) |
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