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Preface

Meipi village, which is about 30 km away from the down—
town and 1 k , is located in the southeast of Ji'an city,
Jiangxi province. It is famous for the ancient buildings.

Meipi village has about a history of 800years since the
early Southern Song Dynasty (1127-1279). At the beginning,
all villagers who had the same surname Liang built their home
in accordance with the patriarchal clan system and the geomantic
omen.

The ancient buildings, including ancestral halls, dwell—
ing houses, shops, schools (where learning Chinese classical)
and gateways (or memorial archway)., are in different styles
in Meipi village. For example, Yongmu Hall is a typical

ancestral hall which shows the art of the Chinese architecture.

. And the dwelling house's design which consists of Chuandou

(the special frame),black bricks and grey tiles is a charac—
teristic of Gan (the abbreviation for Jiangxi) building.
" The environment of Meipi village is natural where the

green hllls and the clear river surrounds ~That reflects the -

o
consc1ousness of env1ronmental protect;ondand estheti¢~5en—
tlment of the villagers.: For example‘ there are 28”bﬂﬁds

_ connec kgach Etbgg These ponds are. not only the source of
"~ fire qﬁgfrol but aiso the natural témperaturewednd1tionera

>

In fact, that contains the old idea of the Cﬁ1§eSQFHeaven anéi

W

man is a hoﬂe i) ,
‘As' the Chinese phrase goes: the birth of heroes brings

‘glory to a place. There are also many personages in Meipi

village. That reflects the cultural phenomenon in Chinese

ancient history the merchant used to be a scholar.
Furthermore, in Meipi village, we c;g find some former

reSJdences of Mao Zedong, Zhu De, and'7eng Shan who are

famous polltlcxans in Chinese modgéﬂ history.:

This book seems 11ke the album of the Meipi village
showing the history and scene.

Lv Bin
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The ancestral halls are the old buildings
kept best and constructed best in Meipi. 1 e are
1 general hall, 4 race halls and some family halls,
which were all built by the Liang family. The gen-—
eral hall named Yongmu is the symbol of Meipi.

Yongmu Hall has three yards and its area is
1220. The red—stone lions have been squatting
strictly and powerfully in front of the gate. A
plaque Hanlin Mansion is hung up to the gate. The
arch on top of the gate is an ingenuity work. The
middle part of the hall looks like a foursquare
gloriette extending to the dooryard. The arch is
also domineering over in the superior part of the
hall and the profound wishes meaning to be a valu—
able man were inscribed in words on its forehead.
Many years passed but the general hall is still

magnificent and its decorations are still brilliant.
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