





HEER®mE (CIP) ¥iE

€ s 3 A3RAL I RIS /BRI RIS E % bt 4t
iR, 2004
ISBN 7-200-05763-0

I. B.. O.B& %.. MAbR—HEXt-EXEH V.K921

R EREAEHE CIP HiBHF(2004)5 113548 &

MESFRHBF R

R HRER

JeR bRt

it tRIE=HRFIEES
hi4m . 100011

RgHE. www bph.com.cn

: SEREMRAERERAR LT
: FEREZH

: EREXXMEENBRERAT
: ERAREEBREEAT
: 210mm x 250mm  1/12

9

: 200551 B 1R B 1 RENR

1—-4000

: ISBN 7-200-05763—-0/K - 619

Publication: Beijing Publishing House (Group)
Address: 6 Bei San Huan Zhong Road, Beijing
Postalcode: 100011
Http:/mww.bph.com.cn

Distribution: Beijing Publishing House (Group)

Sale: Xinhua Bookstore

Plate Making: Beijing Topworid Color Printing Co.,LTD.

Printing: Beijing Foundart Colour Printing Co., Ltd.

Format: 210mm x 250mm
Editon Order: January, 2005 Editon Order One



J i At — T AR A, A =T REREEL, AL,

B EEA AR R, BT T ERRREPEX
W Tt . e ARFIERGICE, A EER, oA
T2EMBEH.O. eh.OomERRZRER.O, FA Sk, b
HEATERIEL, CREBCARAMFEIRET . EXBR, &
IRRE T REAREISE, B8 T 7T AVEI HEX SR
I kSRR L

%ﬂﬂﬁ@%%ﬁ.m%ﬁﬁﬂﬂiﬁ%‘%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂ&ﬁ
WEFEBE R AR B RSO 38 i DL SRRy (5 s AL A3 AE 50
ZOINBt B d A st AL AR T o X EASLAE SRS AR 5 4 3C
LR AR, BLURE SR E A S R B b, AR R RIRL A
RIESUR TR R 54 R, REEGE UL SRREERLE AW
B, RMAELM . BHE - pORBHE

56 # 2008 4F- BLiz S G , BoAHGEX BN B Ak EE NS
EERE, SRMBIREA THELE, B2tttk Hr a5,

gz

— OO0 M4 7S H




-
~ ¢
PI e f (1C e Beijing is a world-renowned ancient cultural city with a his-

tory of more than 3000 years, and it used to be the capital for Liao, Jin, Yuan, Ming and
Qing Dynasties in succession while numerous precious historical relic sites on showcas-
ing Chinese Civilization remained. With the founding of the People’s Republic of China,
Beijing, as the capital of the new Republic, has since developed itself into the nation’s
political and cultural center as well as international exchange hub. Due to the great changes
that took place in the past half century, Beijing has become a metropolis with world wide
reputation. During this period, we accumulated a great deal of precious experiences, and
acquired many lessons. I believe that these factors will be the valuable fortune for us to
keep moving on.

With two-year efforts, organized and compiled by Beijing Municipal City Planning
Commission(BMCPC), Beijing Municipal Institute of City Planning and Designing and
Beijing Dongyihe Culture Exchange Center, Beijing: The Notable Historical and Cul-
tural City series will be published by the Beijing Publishing House. With the historic areas
in Beijing old city as the main clue, this series of books, featuring refined and vivid words
and pictures, show us the past and today of the city construction of Beijing from the angle
of city planning, moreover, explore the organic combination of traditional culture and
modern life. This is of great significance, and I feel so pleased about this wonderful
achievement!

As the 2008 Olympic Games is drawing near, I'm deeply convinced that this extraor-
dinary series will increasingly draw attentions of readers from home and abroad, which
help them acquire an in-depth understanding of Beijing as well as experience the unique
charm of Beijing.

Hou Renzhi
June, 2004




Lawrence Lin  Li Lin
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The Historical and Cultural Value of Shichahai
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Shichahai after rain
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With a total area of 34.5 hectares, Sihichahai is com-
posed by three interlinked seas: Front Sea, Back Sea,
and West Sea (Jishui Tan). As the extension of
Zhongnanhai and Beihai to the north, Shichahai is also
named “Three Back Seas”. It is the only cultural heritage
preservation unit and tourism resort that combine water
scenery, temples, official residences, Hutongs and folk-
lores together.
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Plane Map of West Sea, Front Sea and Drum Tower
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Today’s Jishui Tan
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Before Jin Dynasty, this area was a belt-shaped
natural lake on the ancient Kaoliang river course.
During Jin Dynasty, its rulers built a magnificent
palace named Taining Palace. At that time,
Shichahai was just like a most beautiful landscape
painting in the eyes of royal families and aristocrats.
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The scenery of Shichahai(1930s)
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By Yuan Dynasty, here became the ruling center of the capital
city, and Shichahai came to be an important water transport wharf-
--"Hai Zi" (also named Jishui Tan), which was the terminal of the
north-south Grand Channel in Yuan Dynasty.

After Ming and Qing Dynasties, with the blocking of water chan-
nel and east moving of the terminal of the Grand Channel,
Shichahai's economic significance gradually gave way to its cul-
ture importance
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The Silver Ingot Bridge

BishEE, FRMNR.
BitmEstRNERK, BERE. AAEH,
HEZER FETE. ATmF. BHER, FREK, £
BTG RRFEY) . BRAATILE ERE,
H—ZFME, E—8, LB SNER. BEESE. &
EAEHEIXERKHE. I, EEEBRTRRAEHE,
BREA, HFSHN—EFET. RAFTISREEMA
wE SAUEHNRHR, EYE HRIMUEER" 7.
B, ERKELENEERA, EEFLAREA
MBER, HERNE WERL. TANTEREE &
KPR, BRI —F.
BTSN RARMLE. FTAEHANER. R
ERARBLIEXBERNHTE LW, 8. FEEFE
BALM—tefEE, ARALNBEMNIARKRHR. T
A 3BT RTERMAE, TEHR—EERFE
MEL]. ERENRELRERR, BUBR. . X
A FHEE . oTI—F2k NPERBBRMALE.
MREAEENES, tASEIt, BXNHEBHEEL, AN
REETUHR.
BEXLERBANER, THERANARTUR
W HITH R, FUEIANES . RBH TR
FHig “FWEUNRT 2—H TRENLT RERXT
FEREH—NERAYR. BR(BEEHFETIFNE "I
W kRERLUE— WALt FRAZK, FXIE. A
ARz e. BETH, LEHEEE AEHINTHE,
TAEEEE - AR, SERBMSXMARIHBEK
B, SERGF I FARE, 2EUKKHK BER
FEMB/A, LSEEEIMFE. BRELANNL, z
g, SEKET, WE—HEROUEY. FHREGRT
P, BREEENE REHES RiE. TRIGKEX
B, RABBREL. (ERER - FREFEEF).
FEMNKAMEENAT, FEBTHAELUDRHNER.




- BRFFBEER (BRFEA) —FHhALRHREX
2R WEE— UK. ERTEFSARN (B TEN
%) B, XEEASX, FRAHT BELF. BH
FEEHMAT, HMEAR.: BARERWNALDY, HE
BMEERZNESR, XH WPE—LL".

ARBENPREREE ETER REH TR
WER, RERE REFHER. TRL WHETHYS
BIER. ¥, ZRRUBZHMT. RIIBRAALE
RERBERA. REXE®, HEREZHTNE.

HEERNTHPEFX—FRR SRS (ASHERASR).

West bank scenery of Front Sea

Ever since Ming Dynasty, many private villas for the local mag-
nates had been built here. Surrounding wide waters, these villa
gardens were just like heaven on earth for scholar-officials to enjoy
their leisure time.

In Qing Dynasty, the villa scenery area of Shichahai was gradu-
ally moved to Front Sea and Back Sea.

“Viewing mountains from Silver Ingot Bridge” - one of the"Eight
Small Scenes in Beijing” is an important scenery of Shachahai
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Looking westward from the eastern bank of Shichahai
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“Three Seas” History
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Facing the water and mild wind, refreshed in mind and heart
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Shichahai was first recorded as “Jishui Tan” or “Hai ”. It was a relatively wide riverbed on the ancient Kaoljang
River, and was once part of the passing course of Yongding River in the prehistoric period.

The earliest history of Shichahai could be traced back to Tang Dynasty.

In Jin Dynasty, the capital was moved to Beijing in 1153. Due to the building of Taining Palace, this part of
riverbed of the Kaoliang River was once again greatly developed, the northern part of which was later re-

corded as Jishui Tan.

At that time, the northern and western banks of North Sea were the royal families’ forbidden area.




