


PREFACE

Jiu Hua Shan (Nine Lotus Mountain }is situated in the southwestern part of Qingyang County, Anhui
Province. Overlooking the Changjiang{Yangtze )River in the north,it is neighbouring Huangshan { Yellow )
Mountain in the south, With an area of 120 sq. km. ,it is one of China’s four mountains renowned for their
Buddhist structures and features,and also a popular scenic spot under the priority protection of the state.

In the 5th year of the reign of Long’an in the Jin Dynasty (265 —420),an Indian Buddhist monk
named Beidu came here to put up a thatched hut, and then began to introduce his religion Buddhism into
China. During the Kaivuan teign of the Tang Dynasty (618—307},Jingiacjue,a monk of Silla said to be of
royal lineage,stayved on in Jivhua Mountain where he subjected himself to painstaking discipline and cultiva-
tioh according to the Buddhist doctrine for over 70 years, After he had passed away ,he was revered as Bud-
dha Ksitigarbha born into this earthly world. Since then,Jiuhua Mountain has become a worshipping place of
this Buddha and attracted a large number of pilgrims.

By the Ming (1368 — [644)and the Qing(1644— 1911 )dynasties, more than 300 Buddhist temples had
been erected there,housing 3,000 or so monks. The name of Jiubuashan was known all over the land of
Cathay and various countries in Southeast Asia. It enjoyed the reputaticn of "Lotus Land of Buddhism”.

Al ptesent,it has 84 temples and over 400 monks. There,not a day passes without the ringing of morn-
ing bells and the beating of evening drums throughout the valleys,and the smoke of burning candles and in-
cense continues to permeate the air—devout worship and cbservances are the order of the day. Each year,on
the holy day of the birth of Ksitigarbha,a great multitude of pilgrims and tourists come to visit the mountain
and worship the Buddhas.

To publish this Album of Jiukua Mountain has been the fong cherished wish of those interested in this reli-
gious centre and scenic spot in this country and fereign lands. It is now a flourishing age. And there is the
avowed support of our revered Rende and other abbots. In snite of my lack of experience in doing such a kind
of work,] have managed to collect dozens of photographs and get them printed in this album. But since Jiuhua
Mountain is full of teautiful natural sceneries and is a gathering place of venerated men of great scholarship,
it is inevitable that my list will be far from complete. The only wish of mine and my co-workers’ is that the
readers will be able to get a glimpse of the remarkable features of Jiuhua Mountain. If they do ,we shall find
ocurselves extremely gratified.

Zhenchan
Autumn, 1991
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