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Economy

When I wrote the following pages, or rather the bulk of them, I lived alone, in the woods, a
mile from any neighbor, in a house which I had built myself, on the shore of Walden Pond, in Con-
cord, Massachusetts, and earned my living by the labor of my hands only. I lived there two years and
two months. At present I am a sojourner in civilized life again.

I should not obtrude my affairs so much on the notice of my readers if very patticular inquiries
had not been made by my townsmen concerning my mode of life, which some would call impertinent,
though they do not appear to me at all impertinent, but, considering the circumstances, very natural
and pertinent. In most books, the I, or first person, is omitted; in this it will be retained; that, in
respect to egotism, is the main difference. We commonly do not remember that it is, after all, always
the first person that is speaking. I should not talk so much about myself if there were anybody else
whom I knew as well. Unfortunately, | am confined to this theme by the narrowness of my experi-
ence.

Moreover, I, on my side, require of every writer, first or last, a simple and sincere account of
his own life, and not merely what he has heard of other men’s lives; some such account as he would
send to his kindred from a distant land; for if he has lived sincerely, it must have been in a distant
land to me.

1 would fain say something, not so mucl} concerning the Chinese and Sandwich Islanders® as
you who read these pages, who are said to live in New England; something about your condition, es-
pecially your outward condition or circumstances in this world, in this town, what it is, whether it is

necessary that it be as bad as it is, whether it cannot be improved as well as not. I have travelled a

O EBESHIERK.
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good deal in Concord; and everywhere, in shops, and offices, and fields, the inhabitants have ap-

peared to me to be doing penance in a thousand remarkable ways.

I see young men, my townsmen, whose misfortune it is to have inherited farms, houses, bams,
cattle, and farming tools; for these are more easily acquired than got rid of. Better if they had been
born in the open pasture and suckled by a wolf, that they might have seen with clearer eyes what field
they were called to labor in. Who made them serfs of the soil? Why should they eat their sixty acres,
when man is condemned to eat only his peck of dirt? Why should they begin digging their graves as
soon as they are born?

They have got to live a man’s life, pushing all these things before them, and get on as well as
they can. How many a poor immortal soul have I met well-nigh crushed and smothered under its load ,
creeping down the road of life, pushing before it a barn seventy-five feet by forty, its Augean stable-
s never cleansed, and one hundred acres of land, tillage, mowing, pasture, and woodlot! The por-
tionless, who struggle with no such unnecessary inherited encumbrances, find it labor enough to sub-
due and cultivate a few cubic feet of flesh.

But men labor under a mistake. The better part of the man is soon plowed into the soil for com-
post. By a seeming fate, commonly called necessity, they are employed, as it says in an old book,
laying up treasures which moth and rust will corrupt and thieves break through and steal. It is a fool’s
life, as they will find when they get to the end of it, if not before.

Most men, even in this comparatively free country, through mere ignorance and mistake, are so
occupied with the factitious cares and superfluously coarse labors of life that its finer fruits cannot be
plucked by lﬁem. Their fingers, from excessive toil, are too clumsy and tremble too much for that.
Actually, the laboring man has not leisure for a true integrity day by day; he cannot afford to sustain
the manliest relations to men; his labor would be depreciated in the market. He has no time to be an-

ything but a machine.
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Some of you, we all know, are poor, find it hard to live, are sometimes, as it were, gasping for
breath. It is very evident what mean and sneaking lives many of you live, for my sight has been whet-
ted by experience; always on the limits, trying to get into business and trying to get out of debt, a
very ancient slough, called by the Latins aes alienum, another’s brass, for some of their coins were
made of brass; still living, and dying, and buried by this other’s brass; always promising to pay,
promising to pay, tomorrow, and dying today, insolvent.

I sometimes wonder that we can be so frivolous, I may almost say, as to attend to the gross but
somewhat foreign form of servitude called Negro Slavery, there are so many keen and subtle masters
that enslave both North and South. It is hard to have a Southern overseer; it is worse to have a North-
em one; but worst of all when you are the slave-driver of yourself. Talk of a divinity in man! Look at
the teamster on the highway, wending to market by day or night; does any divinity stir within him?
His highest duty to fodder and water his horses! What is his destiny to him compared with the ship-
ping interests? Does not he drive for Squire Make-a-stir? How godlike, how immortal, is he? See how
he cowers and sneaks, how vaguely all the day he fears, not being immortal nor divine, but the slave
and prisoner of his own opinion of himself, a fame won by his own deeds. Public opinion is a weak
tyrant compared with our own private opinion. What a man thinks of himself, that it is which deter-
mines, or rather indicates, his fate.

The mass of men lead lives of quiet desperation. What is called resignation is confirmed despera-
tion. From the desperate city you go into the desperate country, and have to console yourself with the
bravery of minks and muskrats. A stereotyped but unconscious despair is concealed even under what
are called the games and amusements of mankind. There is no play in them, for this comes after
work. But it is a characteristic of wisdom not to do desperate things.

When we consider what, to use the words of the catechism, is the chief end of man, and what
are the true necessaries and means of life, it appears as if men had deliberately chosen the common
mode of living because they preferred it to any other. Yet they honestly think there is no choice left.
But alert and healthy natures remember that the sun rose clear. It is never too late to give up our prej-

udices. No way of thinking or doing, however ancient, can be trusted without proof. What everybody

. Walden .
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echoes or in silence passes by as true today may turn out to be falsehood tomorrow, mere smoke of o-
pinion, which some had trusted for a cloud that would sprinkle fertilizing rain on their fields.

Age is no better, hardly so well, qualified for an instructor as youth, for it has not profited so
much as it has lost. One may almost doubt if the wisest man has learned anything of absolute value by
living. Practically, the old have no very important advice to give the young, their own experience has
been so partial, and their lives have been such miserable failures, for private reasons, as they must
believe; and it may be that they have some faith left which belies that experience, and they are only
less young than they were. I have lived some thirty years on this planet, and I have yet to hear the
first syllable of valuable or even earnest advice from my seniors. They have told me nothing, and
probably cannot tell me anything to the purpose. Here is life, an experiment to a great extent untried
by me; but it does not avail me that they have tried it. If I have any experience which I think valua-
ble, I am sure to reflect that this my Mentors said nothing about.

The whole ground of human life seems to some to have been gone over by their predecessors,
both the heights and the valleys, and all things to have been cared for. But man’s capacities have
never been measured; nor are we to judge of what he can do by any precedents, so little has been
tried. Whatever have been thy failures hitherto, “be not afflicted, my child, for who shall assign to
thee what thou hast left undone?”

We might try our lives by a thousand simple tests; as, for instance, that the same sun which rip-
ens my beans illumines at once a system of earths like ours. If I had remembered this it would have
prevented some mistakes. This was not the light in which I hoed them. The stars are the apexes of
what wonderful triangles! What distant and different beings in the various mansions of the universe
are contemplating the same one at the same moment! We should live in all the ages of the world in an
hour; ay, in all the worlds of the ages. History, Poetry, Mythology! - I know of no reading of
another’s experience so startling and informing as this would be.

The greater part of what my neighbors call good I believe in my soul to be bad, and if I repent of
anything,, it is very likely to be my good behavior. What demon possessed me that I behaved so well?

You may say the wisest thing you can, old man — you who have lived seventy years, not without hon

<> Walden 4.




NNRE, BAXAEERELRBNEE, EEEHALOIPREL X HHRETBNZ)L.

EN, FLE, TRLEFTFHEEFRA, LR EBROVERE, HITRARBERA
B, BREES. MIEERE, RIERRBHANA, &7 —tit, XSS/ 0EFEE00
. L t, EALEEHAFFERNIELTERA, HITEASFNLHRE LML ER
AE, I EESLBmARGY, I AHEXERRECHERN. RELEXNE
REAETEARET, HREMNREPERE—SAANERERMNES. BiitAatd
BASFR, RELEESFRTATENE, XREERE, —MRAEE LR K TS
Bk . mRBEETHCUNNENENSR, RRE, T2k, ROKEMIMRER
o

EEEABR, EHNSTHES, TRE®SLZBERLEZT, BFTERINE
i, —EISAA IR T . (BR, ARWHRMABRRIER, RITRZEEMEHARH
WrARRERRY, USRI ARD T . ERIRESLSHIHEBES 4, “TIRHGL, ROE
F, BRWMMIREBIRETERHER?”

RATTAS—T MRS, RURRIOERE; tmis, XFRFOAME, #ERINE
Fr, XEANREE-TER, ERRICETX A, R/VIEEIR. T2, R
TRESAE XS, EERSAMFH=ART! FEEL, AFOBERE. GEARL
H A TER — IR BB R — MAlER | RAIRAZE— N BEFHX AR AR, 2
), EELFHANCHFEOER, HE. HK, Wil RAE, ®IANSE, &
BEXBERA, XHER.

K RSB TR, ERORBFMAERGTH, ERRITE, RETEEITRRINT
RiTo RETHAR, ERXBER? (RETERIRHERTROE, RESALGHORE, T




~ lassical
Gems ¥ & il g

or of a kind — I hear an imresistible voice which invites me away from all that. One generation aban-
dons the enterprises of another like stranded vessels.

We are made to exaggerate the importance of what work we do; and yet how much is not dene by
us! or, what if we had been taken sick? How vigilant we are! determined not to live by faith if we
can avoid it; all the day long on the alert, at night we unwillingly say our prayers and commit our-
selves to uncertainties. So thoroughly and sincerely are we compelled to live, reverencing our life,
and denying the possibility of change. Let us consider for a moment what most of the trouble and anx-
iety which I have referred to is about, and how much it is necessary that we be troubled, or at least
careful. It would be some advantage to live a primitive and frontier life, though in the midst of an
outward civilization, if only to learn what are the gross necessaries of life and what methods have been
taken to obtain them; or even to look over the old day-books of the merchants, to see what it was that
men most commonly bought at the stores, what they stored, that is, what are the grossest groceries.

By the words, necessary of life, 1 mean whatever, of all that man obtains by his own exertions,
has been from the first, or from long use has become, so important to human life that few, if any,
whether from savageness, or poverty, or philosophy, ever attempt to do without it. To many creatures
there is in this sense but one necessary of life, Food. To the bison of the prairie it is a few inches of
palatable grass, with water to drink; unless he seeks the Shelter of the forest or the mountain’s shad-
ow. None of the brute creation requires more than Food and Shelter. The necessaries of life for man
in this climate may, accurately enough, be distributed under the several heads of Food, Shelter,
Clothing, and Fuel; for not till we have secured these are we prepared to entertain the true problems
of life with freedom and a prospect of success.

It appears, therefore, from the above list, that the expression, animal life, is nearly synonymous
with the expression, animal heat; for while Food may be regarded as the Fuel which keeps up the fire
within us — and Fuel serves only to prepare that Food or to increase the warmth of our bodies by addi-
tion from without — Shelter and Clothing also serve only to retain the heat thus generated and ab-
sorbed. The grand necessity, then, for our bodies, is to keep warm, to keep the vital heat in us.

What pains we accordingly take, not only with our Food, and Clothing, and Shelter, but with our

. Walden



