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PREFACE

Except for the fact that it is issued in three volumes, this
book may be properly called an omnibus. It contains special
articles, lettgrs, prefaces, little essays, poems interpreted, and
essays concerning the study of English. Most of the things
included have been first published in The Chung Hwa English
Weekly, under the headings “Talks on Things”, “This and
That”, “Thoughts and Impressions”, ““The Open Classroom”,
“Chats on Writing English”, and “Helps to the Study of
English”. The “Thoughts and Impressions” series and three
other essays originally appeared under a pseudonym.

It is a matter of regret that I did not make a duplicate
of my first letter to Mr H. W. Fowler, and therefore cannot
include it in this book. The one printed herein, as is mentioned
in “To the Memory of Mr H. W, Fowler”, was written a
fortnight after his death.

The essays concerning the study of English must not be
regarded as a systematic treatment of the subject. Many of
the points touched upon are more fully dealt with in my How
to Master English Without a Teacher,

The following publishers have kindly permitted the
inclusion of the pieces the titles of which follow their names
in brackets: The China Journal (“On the Europeanization
of the Chinese Language” and ““Some Fragments of Pai
Chii-i’s Poetry concerning Women"); The English Weekly
(“Letter to Mr H. W. Fowler” and *Letter to Mr A. J. Fowler”
[dated March 23, 1934]); The Ching Wen Book Company
(“Preface to ‘The Diary of a Student’”’, “Preface to “The.
Peacock Flies South-East’”’, and “Preface to ‘A Chinese
Schoolboy Visits England’ ).

Hertz C. K. Ke,
December, 1936



MAN AND STUDENT
BOOK TWO

IN A BARBER’S SHOP°

As soon as® you enter a barber’s shop, you lose your
freedom.° You are not to regain® it till you have paid
for it after a full hour’s slavery.®

Well,® you may not wish to call it slavery. You
may call it enjoyment. Many persons call it enjoyment ;

" perhaps they enjoy slavery. Drunkards® enjoy being’
slaves to drink.° Young lovers enjoy being slaves of
their sweethearts’ caprices.” And many persons enjoy
being slaves to a barber once a week!

I, for one,° do not enjoy being a slave to a barber.
As soon as I enter a barber’s shop, I feel I lose both my
freedom and my dignity.° For I have to resign® myself,
and especially that important part of myself, the head,
to the control of an ignorant® or at least ill-educated®-
barber (I beg barbers’ pardon). He turns about my
head as though® it were his own instead of mine. He
sometimes offers me a newspaper as much as to say,’
“While I improve the outside of your head for you, you
ought to improve its inside® yourself”. But in fact® he
does not care a bit® about what is in my head. He
treats my head, which contains a knowledge of English
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grammar, thetoric,’ phonetics,” literary history,® versifica-
tion,® etc., in the same way as any head that does not
contain a single word of English.

Talking of® English, I wondert why the barbers in
some fashionable shops in Shanghai often speak English—
surely pidgin English®—among themselves. But this is
by the way.°

To return to® the question of slavery. I feel my
slavery more keenly as often as® I look into the glass
before me. Is it not enough to make a slave of me? Is
it necessary to remind® me that I am a slave?

I am glad that I do not make so much of° my hair
as to require it to be shampooed® or singed® in a barber’s
shop. I want to have my hair cut, and have it cut,
that’s all.° Thus, if° I have to be a slave once every
three or four weeks, my period of slavery is always-
a short one.

Emerging® from a barber’s shop, I often heave a
sigh of relief.°

NOTES

P. 1. barber’s shop, mg%.
as soon as, —42.
lose my freedom, %32 1 1.
are not to regain, /<nf{51%.
a full hour’s slavery, ¥ —/pEsZisR4: I%,
well, F8ig.
drunkards, ji{E.
enjoy being slaves to drink, LUMHMEMK L.
their sweethearts' caprices, B4 $5A 2 L.
for one, BRAAGE-
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dignity, H¥.
resign, J3E.
ignorant, MY,
ill-educated, FHEA RY.
as though, $gim.
as much as to say, 8.
improve its inside, BFHL AR (BB mnEe)-
in fact, Z£#¥K L.
does not care a bit, XLEX.
P. 2. rhetoric, Smae.
phonetics, FREA.
literary history, Z&8sh.
versification, #%8.
Talking of, 4 8MXA....
wonder, R4; -
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singed, .
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if, ¥,
Emerging, %EH.
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DO YOU ENJOY THE TELEPHONE®?

Some time ago I talked to you about slavery in a
barber’s shop. Today I will talk about another form
of slavery: I mean being a slave to the telephone.

If you have seen telephoning® in the movies® but
have never talked on the telephone yourself, you cannot
possibly know the meaning of being a slave to the
telephone. On the screen® the telephonic system® is a
perfect one. The man, or the woman, just snatches the
receiver® and spcaks, “Hullo...yes...please...all right
...thank you...good-bye”. There seems to be no delay,
no indistinctness® of sound, no wrong number, no
“engaged *—in a word,” no slavery.

In real life, however, telephoning is quite a different
thing. The number is often wrong, though oftener
right. The right number is often “engaged”, though
oftener not “engaged”.

Granting® that the number is right and is not
“engaged”’, still’ there is much slavery. “I wish to
speak to Mr Wang”, you say. But you get the reply
“Here we have no Mr Fang”. “I wish to speak
to Mr Wang”, you say again, with emphasis® on
Wang. But you get the reply “Here we've® twenty
Wangs”. “Imecan Mr A. B. Wang”, yousay. But you
get the reply “Here we've two Mr A. B. Wangs”, «I
mean the one who is rather tall but not very tall, who
sometimes wears a blue silk gown but always a low-
crowned® hat, and who is a native of Shanghai”, you
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say. But you get the reply “And may I know your
name”’? You say your name three or four times
and then wait, wait, wait.° When waiting, you are a
perfect® slave. You are not allowed to read a book, nor
to write a letter, nor to have a cup of tea, nor even to
build castles in the air.° You can only imagine how the
man at the other end of the line® is going to tell Mr A.
B. Wang and how Mr A. B. Wang is hastening to the
telephone.

At last, fortunately, you hear Mr A. B. Wang
speaking. Then you two begin to talk—but I do not
think so easily as those in the movies. Indistinctness of -
sound, repetition, misunderstanding,” annoyance®—all
these are highly probable.

I am glad that I do not often have to talk on the
telephone. I wonder why some people like to telephone
as often as they have the least occasion.® I know a
little boy who rings up® his father in his office more
than ten times a day. Of course,” he enjoys doing it.

NOTES

P. 4 telephone, MI%M; MES.
telephoning, TR EE.
movies, .
screen, §JE.
telephonic system, %352 f1#.
statches the receiver, $itERSfY,
indistinctoess, R ; g
“engaged”, f AERITRIE (MILI4HARd).
in a word, I EZ.
granting, (.
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still, §%; {8.
emphasis, ¥E.
we've==we have.
low-crowned, fETHAY.

P. 5. wait, wait, wait, REFEEF
perfect, 52 29; #iHkI.
build castles in the air, EA4; 7848,
line, L&k,
misunderstanding, Z3#2.
annoyance, B,
have the least occasion, SERETi k%2 il
rings up, HEFIML.
of course, & &



MAN AND STUDENT—BOOK II 7

GETTING AND LOSING

Once 1 lost a small dictionary only a few days after
I bought it. A short time later T got a letter from a
friend informing me of his being jilted by his sweetheart.®
In reply I remember I wrote something like this:

I am very sorry to learn that you have lost your
sweetheart. I also have a loss to tell you of; that is,° I have
recently lost a small dictionary, which I bought but a fortnight
ago.°

You want me to console® you? Well, losing things is
common enough, and losing a sweetheart is no exception.®
So far as 1 can sce,” the only way not to lose a thing is
not to get it. If T had not bought the small dictionary, I
could not possibly have lost it. I have never had a sweet-
heart, and s0® I have never had the sad experience of losing

one.

What do you think of my opinion, reader? Don'’t
think that I wrote the letter in jest.® I was perfectly
serious.” I meant what 1said.° All we have may be
lost at any moment—and for ever.® One may lose one’s
life when one least expects it.° A clerk may lose his
position when he counts on® promotion. A girl may
lose her chastity® when she thinks she has most force
of character® among her friends.

As soon as you come into possession of° something,
you begin to run the risk of losing it. By something I
mean everything; it may be a dictionary, a fountain-
pen,® a reputation,® a friendship, a love, and so forth.°
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A student of mine lost an umbrella in a tram-car®
the other day.® I am glad that he does not seem to
have lost the few rhetorical principles® that I had
explained to him only two or three days before he lost
his umbrella.

NOTES

_l:._l. jilted by his sweetheart, 15 K2 A fj3E
that is, #psg.
but a fortnight ago, %= B LAY
console, %8
exception, $§st.
So far as I can see, 33k FFH1
so, #; BFEL (BerRHERED.
in jest, g,
serious, JZRRY; IEREIEM.
meant what I said, {F8sr.
for ever, # .
least expects it, S RNILE ; LS thr BB,
counts on, K.
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force of character, ¢k 2 1185 V152 .
come into possession of, 4.
run therisk of. .., §... 2 8.
fountain-pen, # Ask%E.
reputation, 45.
and so forth, P& K .
_l::_gz tram-car, B|H.
the other day, 2 H 3.
Thetorical principles, {35t piry.
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A SICK MAN'S THOUGHTS

Owing to° ill health I have not talked to you for a
long time I am now well®° again, and, fearing the
editor® may have been growing® impatient over my
delay in sending him my “talks’’, have decided upon the
above-given subject,® to assure®” him—and also you—that
I really was a sick man till but a few days ago.

I hasten® to add® that I had only slight attacks of
fever® and a cough.® T was not very ill. I was simply
poorly,® and too unwell to write.

But if I was too unwell to write, I was yet well
enough to think Hence my thoughts.®

As is often said,® one does not realize® the value of
health till one is taken ill.° Needless to say,” my chief
thought during my indisposition® was how to get over®
it. Itried to account for® it in several ways, and regretted®
having stayed too late at a friend’s house on a certain®
night, having gone out too early on a certain morning,
having walked too much on certain days, and, having.. ..

I thought a great deal® besides.” Perhaps one
cannot afford® to spend whole days thinking and
thinking® except when ill in bed. Then one thinks
and thinks; for the only thing one then can do is to
think—if one can then think at all. During my
recent illness, I thought of many things that I do not
usually think of. I thought of particular little incidents®
in my early childhood, of particular passages® in books
that -1 had read long before, of particular faces I had
seen, and of.. ..
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Nor did I think altogether aimlessly and carelessly.
I thought seriously of life and its problems. I thought
of the most serious thing in my mind—the reading and
writing of books. I considered what an ideal® series of
English readers for Chinese students should be. 1
planned (of course merely mentally®) a handbook® of
English composition for Chinese college students that
should teach them to write English as Englishmen
write it.

I wonder I did not think much of any of my
favourite authors® during my last illness. Last year,
when I was laid up with a cold,® T used to think so
much of Burns® and Blake® that I dreamt of them in
the night.

NOTES

li._g,_ owing to, H.
well, fiE3ay.
editor, £4.
growing, .
subject, .
assure. .., §) ... REERT.
hasten, .
add, mE.
slight attacks of fever, fe#hii 2 [ E; hgem.
cough, k.
poorly, HERTER.
Hence my thoughts, #A R (T3 k) 2848,
As is often said, FWMA B F T XK.
realize, 4.
taken ill, #£5.
Needless to say, R,
indisposition, .
getover..., i4...$K.
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account for. .., #H... 28H.
regretted, §i§.
certain, X
a great deal, .
besides, B SELLSL.
cannot afford, A%&; A HIF.
thinking and thinking, ##iRH8.
incidents, 5.
passages, 52 B
P. 10. ideal, ARHY, LXK
mentally, f2.0 k.
handbook, /.
favourite authors, 2> fE%K.
was laid up with a cold, FE{iB.EA-
Buins, #) Robert Burns, BfMIFA, £ R—LEIE, FR—-LIRE
Blake, g William Blake, ¥ @HA, £R—LIE L%, FR—AZ-LE.
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BUYING SECOND-HAND® BOOKS

Money being no consideration,® perhaps no-one
would prefer second-hand clothes to® new clothes or
second-hand furniture® to new furniture. But we
must not jump at the same conclusion® in regard to°
books—and women. One may seek twenty excuses®
to break off an engagement® for the purpose of marrying,
or ‘“keeping”,” a woman who has either buried® or
divorced® her fifth husband. One may also fall in love
with a “ragged veteran’° at first sight® and keep it for
God knows how long.®

Not being here concerned with® women, let us
imagine a hard® student parting with® a favourite book®
for his next meal. The book has its pages badly
thumbed,® and probably its binding® somewhat loosened,
but it bears® its owner’s signature,® the date of its being
bought (and maybe also that of its being sold), and his
copious notes and comments.® Another hard student
(but by no means® so hard up® as the first student) sees
it at a second-hand book-shop, opens it, reads it here
and there,” finds it interesting, looks at it again and
again, talks (mentally) with it, thinks of its fate,° takes
pity on it, and falls in love with it. Having inquired
the price, he buys it. * Having bought it, he carries it
home. Having carried it home, he reads it and caresses®
it, and caresses it and reads it.

Have you ever had such an experience? Do you
believe me when I say one may prefer a second-hand
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book to a brand-new® copy of the same book? It seems
to me that while new books are mere things, second-hand
books are personalities °

I have to add, however, that in saying so I have
had only literary books mm mind ° Dictionaries, scientific
treatises,® grammars,® and all sorts of text-books cannot
develop a personality They are the best when the
newest. If I sometimes buy a second-hand dictionary,
it is because money 1s° a consideration with me. It is
cheap, and I hold it cheap.®

NOTES

P. 12. Second-hand, B2l A JBNY; 7505,
Money being no consideration, A MM (BpErLER
Tz
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