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MT. TAISHAN

Among the numerous famous mountains in China, Mt.Taishan is called the "Father of
Mountains" and "Ancestor of Mountains." Mt. Taishan, also called "Eastern Mountain," is located
within the jurisdiction of Tai'an City, Shandong Province, with Qufu, hometown of Confucius, to
the south and the "City of Springs” Jinan, capital of Shandong Province, to the north. With a
total area of 426 sq km and an elevation of 1,545 m of its highest peak, Mt. Taishan is also
called "Chief of the Five Great Mountains" and "First Mountain Under Heaven." Combining
magnificent natural views and a long and brilliant history and culture, it is both a natural mountain
park and an epitome of the history and culture of the Chinese nation. Mt. Taishan was designated
as an important scenic spot of China in 1982. It was entered in the World Natural and Cultural
Heritage by the UNESCO in 1987 and named one of the 40 Top Tourist Destinations in China
by the State Tourism Administration in 1992.

Mt. Taishan enjoys a worldwide reputation for magnificence. Located in the east of the North
China Plain, it is the highest mountain in Shandong. Although only ranked third among the
"Five Great Mountains" in terms of elevation, Mt. Taishan has a relative altitude of 1,300 m. to
the surrounding flatliands and hills, standing like a solitary pillar over them. The south slope of
Mt. Taishan is dived into three levels. The altitude of Tai'an City is 150 m; that of the Gate
Halfway to Heaven (Zhongtianmen), 847 m; that of the South Gate to Heaven(Nantianmen),
1,460 m and that of the Jade Emperor Summit (Yuhuangding) on the top, 1,545 m. Its bulk has
given rise to sayings like "as stable as Mt. Taishan," or "as heavy as Mt. Taishan" to describe
something formidable.



Because of its special geographical features, Mt. Taishan has a wide variety of climate,
hydrology and vegetation. It is located in the warm-temperate zone, with a semi-humid monsoon
climate. The annual average temperature at the foot of the mountain is 12.8 degrees Centigrade,
while that at the summit is 5.3 degrees Centigrade. The climate at the foot is typical of the
warm-temperate zone, while that at the top is typical of a mesothermal climate. With an average
annual precipitation of 722.6 mm in Tai'an City and 1,132 mm at the summit, Mt. Taishan is rich
in precipitation. The mountain is famous for its sunrise, sunset, "sea of clouds," "Buddha's
halo" and soft rime views. Other attractions are Black Dragon Pool (Heilongtan) Waterfall, the
waterfalls of the Monastery of the Mother Goddess of the Great Bear (Doumugong), the Cloud
Step Bridge (Yunbugiao) Waterfall, and other springs and streams. The mountain "turns green
in spring, with hundreds of flowers in full bloom; the majestic mist curls in the summer; red and
yeliow leaves grace it in autumn; and in winter, the mountain is covered with snow."

The history and culture of Mt. Taishan goes back to ancient times. The ruins of the Dawenkou
Culture (c. 6300-4400 BC), at the southern foot of the mountain, and of the Longshan Cuiture
(c. 4400-3300 BC), at the northern foot, indicate that the Mt. Taishan region was an important
birthplace of ancient Chinese civilization. Starting from the nature worship of Chinese ancestors,
Mt. Taishan gradually developed into a sacrificial altar near to Heaven. A Tianzi (Son of Heaven),
as an emperor was called, often sacrificed on Mt. Taishan to Heaven and Earth when he was
enthroned. According to Records of the Historian, the ancients sacrificed to Heaven there 72
times." In the 2,000-plus years from the Qin Dynasty to the Qing, the first and second emperors
of the Qin Dynasty, emperors Wudi, Guangwu, Zhangdi and Andi of the Han Dynasty, emperors
Taiwu and Xiaowen of the Northern Wei Dynasty, Emperor Wendi of the Sui Dynasty, emperors
Gaozong and Xuanzong of the Tang Dynasty, Emperor Zhenzong of the Song Dynasty, and
emperors Shenzu and Gaozong of the Qing Dynasty all went there to sacrifice to Heaven.
Taoists, Buddhists and Confucians built temples and shrines of their own on the mountain.
The mountain also attracted ancient sages and men of letters, such as Confucius, Si Magian,
Cao Zhi, Lu Ji, Xie Lingyun, Li Bai, Du Fu, Liu Yuxi, Su Zhe, Yuan Haowen and Yao Nai. They
left numerous poems and other inscriptions there.

History has left Mt. Taishan with a great deal of cuitural relics. There are ancient buildings
such as the Temple to the God of Mt. Taishan (Daimiao), the Azure Cloud Temple (Bixiaci), the



Temple of Universal lllumination (Puzhaosi), the Monastery of the Mother Goddess of the
Great Bear (Doumugong), and dozens of other ancient constructions, as well as over 1,400
stone sculptures, such as the Stele of the Qin Dynasty, the Hengfang Tablet and Zhang Qian
Tablet of the Han Dynasty, Lady Sun's Tablet of the Jin Dynasty, the Sculptured Stone of the
Northern Qi Dynasty in the Sutra Rock Valley (Jingshiyu), and the Cliff Sculpture of the Tang
Dynasty. From Haoli Hill to the Temple to the God of Mt Taishan, and from the Temple to the
God of Mt Taishan to the Jade Emperor Summit (Yuhuangding), the views of Mt. Taishan are
divided into "Hell," "Earth," and "Heaven."

There are four routes leading to the top. The first goes from the Red Gate (Hongmen) to the
South Gate to Heaven. It comprises 6,600 stone steps, almost each step offering a different
view. This is the route the emperors followed. The main scenes along the route are the Red
Gate Palace (Hongmengong), the Ten Thousand Immortals Arch (Wanxianlou), the Monastery
of the Mother Goddess of the Great Bear, the Sutra Rock Valley (Jingshiyu), the Gate Helfway
to Heaven and the Eighteen Mountain Bends (Shibapan). The second route is from the
Extraterrestrial Village (Tianwaicun) to the Gate Halfway to Heaven. This route can be traveled
by motor vehicles, past the Black Dragon Pool, Longevity Bridge (Changshougiao) and Fan
Cliff (Shanziya). The third route starts from the northwestern foothill and reaches the top via
the Peach Blossom Glen (Taohuayuan). Along the road, tourists can view the Green Screen
Hill (Cuipingshan), Penholder Hill (Bijiashan), Five Peaks Hill (Wufeng Diecui Shan), Colored
Ribbon Stream (Caidaixi), and A Thread of Sky (Yixiantian). The peaks, streams and waterfalls
here are more like the mountains and waters in the regions south of the Yangtze River. The
fourth route starts at the northeastern foothill. This route passes the Rock Basin (Shiwu), Greater
Heavenly and Lesser Heavenly Candle Peaks (Daxiao Tianzhufeng), Hundred-Meter Waterfall
(Baizhangpu), and Heavenly Candle Waterfall (Tianzhupu).

From the South Gate to Heaven stretches the Heavenly Street (Tianjie), on the summit.
Here you will feel as if you are walking in the clouds in paradise.
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Sculptured Stone "Chief of the Five Mountains"

Taishan, Huashan in Shaanxi Province, Hengshan (ffif111) in Hunan Province, Hengshan
(f11}) in Shanxi Province and Songshan in Henan Province are called the "Five Great
Mountains." Mt. Taishan is also called the "Eastern Mountain," as it is located in the
east. Though ranked third in altitude among the "Five Great Mountains,” Taishan was
the grandest and holiest mountain in the world in ancient people’s eyes, and thus won the
title of "Chief of the Five Great Mountains."
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Standing on the summit, with a bird's-eye
view of the nearby mountains, one may get
the feeling of "How small these hills Are!”
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With 34 ancient temples, over 110 ancient ruins,
more than 1,400 inscribed stone tablets and over
20,000 ancient trees, Mt. Taishan is a "Cultural
Peak" worthy of the name.

U SR gRsE , A7 &S SO B 1L
LA 4 3440 =i, 110 Z 4L sk, 1400
SALERZ) 2 ARk AR, A RS
AT,

L TS

2 ¢ 2o

e S A

Rt AR
L TN



] ﬂ,lll.»#.’«ll.u SO
i b b e T
VWP T TS o i e i s




The combination of Mt. Taishan, Jinan and Qufu is a gol
route featuring "mountain, water and sage," attracting hundred
of thousands of tourists every year from both home and ab
Every morning, thousands of people view the spectacular su
from the top of Taishan.
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Mt. Taishan was believed to be the spot where Heaven and Earth
met. It was therefore regarded as a sacred mountain where
emperors sacrificed to Heaven and Earth.
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