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About the Author

Robert Louis Stevenson was born in Edinburgh,
Scotland, on November 13, 1850. Since he was a frail
young man, he could not follow the family profession of
engineering. Instead he became a writer and a traveler.

Stevenson married an American woman and wrote
Treasure Island for his stepson. The book made Ste-
venson famous, but he also became well known for his
essays, poems and short stories. He died at the age
of forty-four on the island of Samoa.

Robert Louis Stevenson wrote other classic
novels that are known and loved by children and
grownups all over the world. They include Kidnapped,
The Black Arrow , and Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde .
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Characters You Will Meet

Jim Hawkins, the boy who tells the story

L=

Tim’s Mother
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Billy Bones, a pirate called the Captain

Dr. Livesey
Squire Trelawney Jim's friends who go

with him to Treasure
Island

Black Dog, a strange visitor
Pew, the blind man
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Long John Silver, the one-legged pirate

Captain Smollett, the captain of the Hispaniola
Ben Gunn, the man of Treasure Island

Sailors on the Hispaniola

Arrow

Israel Hands
Redruth

Hunter

Joyce
Gray
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Chapter 1
A Visitor to the Inn

I am writing this story about Treasure Island on
the request of my friends, Squire Trelawney and Dr.
Livesey. All of the things I shall tell happened to
me many years ago. ' h,

It all began when I, Jim Hawkins, was just a boy
and my father ran the Admiral Benbow Inn. I remember it
as if 1t were yesterday. A large, heavy man burst in the
inn door. He carried a large sea chest and wore a soiled
blue coat. His hands were ragged and scarred, and his
fingernails were black and broken. He had a white scar
across one cheek. I remember him looking around and
whistling to himself. Then he broke out in that old

N o e ™ T T o P P o e S e N S P L L S L e

F—E BEERT A EZE

AR GBS R - AFEH KR ERRIBBRETE
Tk, BBREEFEMBREEURIE.

KB FMHEE - B2E. IRNRERNET, BB EHF
H—RXWM “FEBE NN, —VENFERRT (A%
ZENIBKHR, Z45REICIZIME, BB RERA BEN
H, —K, &k Elf&]ﬁ —PRRKEHEHA, BRE-TPKKF
fH, B LFEEHFESSHECHE, FEEEEE, SEpK
SRR, M~ FHEE SR AR TE, R

- |

1



MEFRT o




seasong that he sang so often:

“Fifteen men on the Dead Man’s Chest,

Yo-ho-ho, and a bottle of rum!”

After finishing his song, he asked for a bottle of
rum and introduced himself. He told us only that we
should call him “ captain”. He threw several gold coins
on the table, and my father showed him to his room.

The captain stayed with us for a long time. He was
a silent man by custom. All day long he hung around the
cove or sat on the cliffs with a brass telescope. Dur-
1ng the evening, he sat by the fire and drank rum and
water. Every day when he came back from his stroll he
would ask if any seafaring men had passed by. I soon
figured out that the captain asked this question be-
cause he was hiding from someone or something.
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One day he took me aside and promised me a silver
coin on the first of every month if I would only keep
my eye out for a seafaring man with one leg and let
him know the moment he appeared.

The image of this frightening person haunted
my dreams and caused me many sleepless nights. On
stormy nights, when the wind shook the four cor-
ners of the house and the surf roared along the
cove and up the cliffs, I would see the one-legged
man in a thousand forms. Sometimes the leg would
be cut off at the knee, other times at the hip, and
still other times I imagined him as a monstrous

creature who had only one leg which grew from the

middle of his body.
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