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Tan Ka Kee, Merchant and Idealist

The most characteristic thing about Tan Ka Kee is his

courage. He made his fortune, because he would never say
die; and now that he has lost it, these are still his watch
words. Foﬁr.years ago, he was one of the richest Chinese in the
South Seas, but today, he is in such reduced circumstances
that he has to live on his monthly salary. However, even now he
is not down-hearted and crest-fallen, He is still looking forward
to the time when his fortune may be completely recouped. In
his. autobiographical sketch written for The Eastern Miscel-

Tan Ka Kee, Merchant and Idealist
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lany, he chose as his title: “Fear of Failure Is Shameful! ¥

Tan Ka Kee’s rise to fame and success has been a rapid
one. He was born in a well-to-do but by no means wealthy family
in a village near Amoy. In his early teens, he went to Singapore
and joined the business of his father. Later on, however, he es-
tablished himself first as a rice merchant and then as a planter
of rubber. The rubber business grew steadily as the years went
by, so that by the time when he was forty, he was already a
multi-millionaire. Then the great war came, and it aimost threw
him out of business. But somehow he managed to pull through,

and at the end of the war, he was actually richer than he had
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been before. He bought more rubber plantations and also es-
tablished many agencies both in China and abroad for the sale
of his maﬁufactured products. He conceived the idea of found-
ing a university in Amoy in his forty-seventh year. He extended at
first the invitation to Mr. Wang Ching-wei who was at that time in
the south to become the president of the university, but the latter
declined and Dr. Lim Boon Keng was appointed/in his instead in
1921, when the University was formally declared open.
In 1925, the slump in the rubber market began to be felt,

and Mr. Tan was forced to cancel his plan of _c‘!gn;a_t_agg three
libraries in Amoy, Foochow and Shanghai respectively. This he

REXR HERNEFA
Tan Ka Kee, Merchant and Idealist
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