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FOREWORD
H

A fable is the most amazing form of literature
that is usually intended to teach a moral lesson
through an interesting story. It provides food for
thought and a multi-dimensional channel for the
reader to gain a better understanding of our so-
ciety and human life at large.

Around the sixth century B.C., the Indian fables,
Aesop’s fables and the Chinese fables emerged
as the most influential literature in the world. Be-
sides the above-mentioned three mainstream
fables of the world, this series of fables also in-
cludes a wide selection of interesting stories from
the later chronological periods such as ancient
Persian, Arabian and African collections.

These selected fables delve deeply into eth-
nic sentiment and wisdom as well as cultural




excellence, regardless of the origin of such stories.

Every reader will surely be enthralled by the fas-
cinating plots and exotic touch of the stories. Each
tale is accompanied by a true-to-life illustration
which helps to enhance the reader’s literary
appreciation.
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PREFACE
B

A fable is an interesting short story intended
to impart a philosophy of life or to tell a moral
lesson. Since time immemorial, most fables from
around the world have animals as their main char-
acters sharing humanly mind and sentiment. They
speak the human language and are as emotional
as you and 1.

Around the sixth century B.C. in India, a San-
skrit version of Panchatantra was believed to be
the earliest fables in our entire planet. Later, fables
from Aesop, La Fontaine, Lessing and Kriloff were
made known to the public in Greece, France, Ger-
many and Russia respectively. In the meantime, a
myriad of fabulous stories were rife in ancient
China during the Spring and Autumn period, and
the period of the Warring States. These fables



were mostly published in the works of various

scholars. The more famous ones include Zhuang
Zhou, Meng Ke, Han Fei and so on. Many post-
Han dynasty fabulists had also come out with fan-
tastic stories which serve as a link between the
past and the future.

Despite their imaginative features, these an-
cient and modern fables from around the world
boast of being “the language of human wisdom”
as the storylines are practically true-to-life. The
fabulists often gain various experiences and les-
sons from our everyday life, pick up the most
typical ones, polish them up and turn them into
fabulous stories through personification,
exaggeration, bsymbolization, simile, metaphor
and other literary skills, providing the general au-
dience with well-intentioned guidance and prac-
tical advice. They serve to help us gain a better
understanding and management of everyday life,
including our words and deeds.

As an effort to share various brilliant fabulous
masterpieces from around the world with our gen-
eral audience, Penerbit Arowana Sdn Bhd has com-
piled and published a series of books entitled
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“World’s Great Fables”. Some of the most inter-
esting fables were painstakingly selected, rewrit-
ten in a simple style, and enhanced with lively and
attractive illustrations.

“World’s Great Fables” is a set of readers which
can be enjoyed by both the young and the old.

Heng Kay Song

Lectuwrer
Department of Chinese Studies
University of Malaya
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The Crocodile and the Baboon (Indonesia)
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The Crocodile’s Eggs (The Philippines)
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Three Good Friends (Kampuchea)
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The Black Bear and the Wildcat (Laos)

The Camel and the Fly (Ancient Rome - Phaedrus)
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The Ant and the Fly (Ancient Rome - Phaedrus)
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The Dancing Bear (Germany - Gellert)
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8 The Farmer and the Old Pear Tree (France - Florian)
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9 The Crane and the Wolf (France - La Fontaine)
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20 Friendship between the Dogs (Russia - Kriloff )
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The Horse and the Cow (Yugoslavia)
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The Porcupine and the Mouse (Bulgaria)
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The “Needs” That Brought Wisdom (Bulgaria)
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The Dachshund (The United States)
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The Black Bear and the Crow (The United States)

Special Talents (Canada)
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The Goat That Disguised as a Wolf (Arabia)
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44 The Cup and the Saucer (Arabia)
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45 The Rabbit and Her Shadow (Arabia)
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46 Why the Mallards Stopped Eating Fish? (Arabia)
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47 The Cat and the Parrot (Arabia)
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50 The Death of the Deer (Arabia)
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51 The Fox and the Mouse (Arabia)

IS G EER D I
52 The River and the Stone (Arabia)

P ESTAE W E X - D I

53 Saving Life (Arabia)
B T R I



e

THE GROGODILE

Indonesia

HE

The Crocodile and the Baboon
EZePB

In a jungle in Indonesia, there was a lake in which
lived a crocodile. Near the lake grew a fruit tree. When
the ripe fruit from the tree dropped into the lake, the
crocodile ate them.

In another part of the jungle, a troop of baboons
had a quarrel. One of the baboons felt so upset that he
decided to leave his friends. He wandered off alone
into the jungle and he soon reached the lake where he
saw the fruit tree.

Tired and hungry, he exclaimed happily, “Look at
those fruit! Most of them are ripe too!” He quickly
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climbed the tree and started eating the fruit. Of course
he ate only the ripe ones, and he threw the unripe ones
into the lake.

The crocodile happened to wake up from his sleep.
He felt so hungry that he started eating the fruit float-
ing on the lake. To his surprise, they tasted sour.

“How strange,” thought the crocodile. “Why are
all these fruit so sour today?” He looked up at the fruit
tree and saw the baboon perching on a branch, eating
the ripe fruit and throwing the unripe ones into the lake.

“Oh, that’s how I got all those sour fruit,” thought
the crocodile, feeling rather annoyed. “I must teach that
baboon a lesson.”

He spoke politely to the baboon. “Mr Baboon, can
we be friends?”

“Of course,” replied the baboon, happy to have a new
friend here. “Surely there’s nothing wrong in that.”

A few days later, the crocodile found a way to pun-
ish the baboon.

“Mr Baboon,” he said, “I’'m going across the lake
to visit my sick mother. Would you like to come
along?”

“I"d love to,” replied the baboon, “but I can’t swim.”

“Oh, that shouldn’t be a problem,” said the



