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PREFACE

A Short intensive Elementary Chinese Course is a main Chinese language course
book designed for foreigners at elementary level in short term classes. It can. howev-
er, also be used for long term classes. The course covers one semester (20 weeks) in
which time the student should reach the basic level it takes a foreign student one year
to achieve while studying in China.

Although short term teaching time is litnited, it demands a high standard of
teaching. Only if the teaching is based on an Intensive and Methodical approach can
excellent be achieved in a short term course. We believe that the basic principles un-
derlying the conception of short term teaching should be: firstly, that the minimum
teaching aim is the mastery of topic contents; secondly, that the maximum teaching
aim is the mastery of topic paradigms; thirdly, that the most important condition for
accomplishing the teaching aim is the mastery of grammar and functions: and lastly,
that a large number of varied exercises combined closely with grammaer ard functions
should be considered as a concrete and essential part of teaching. Thus, the overall
design of the book takes the text as a core,. grammar and functions as an underlying
framework while a varied selection of exercises provide the main body of material.

The book consists of 80 texts and the teaching of pronunciation is pursued il
the end of the course. Lessons 1 to 10 deal with pronunciation (vowels, initial conso-
nants and tones) and not with grammar or functions. These are dealt with in Lessons
11 to 80 which also contain some pronunciation (difficult cases, tones, word stress,
sentence stress and intonation).

While compiling the 1exts we selected and arranged topics carefully. Topics
covering day-to-day life, studies and communication come first and are followed by
topics centering on the situation in China and about the Chinese people’s culture,
concepts and customs. Concerning the latter, stress is laid on the positive aspects of
the soctety, although some texts also reflect the more negarive aspects. This is a0

as not to lose contact with reality which could lead o the misunderstuurding, The
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content of the texts is necessarily restricted by grammar, but this should not imply a
total confinement and the language should read smoothly and interestingly. The
length of texts is extended progressively, the longest one nevertheless consisting of
less than 500 words,

The course introduces more than 3400 words (excluding the proper nouns).
Phonetic notations are almost all based on the Contemporary Chinese Dictionary
edited by the Editorial Division of the Linguistic Research Institute of the Academy
of Social Sciences and a handful come from An Qutline of Vocabulary Grades edited
by the Chinese Language Level Grading System Research Group. Parts of the speech
are based mainly on The Newly Compiled Modern Chinese Multiple Functional Dic-
tionary edited by Feng Zhichun and so on. Each text consists of about 43 items of
vocabulary of which the student is required to master the main words and phrases.

Grammar points have been selected mainly according to Am Qutline of Gram-
mar Grades edited by the Chinese Language Level Grading System Research Group,
Except for the grammar on decimals all the items in the grading system that deal
with basic grammar have been selected and most items dealing with less frequently
used grammar have alse been included. We have adjusted some of the grammar
points, and extended the scope of others, such as the Complement of Direction, the
Complement of Result and the Sentence with a Subject-Predicate Phrase as a Predi-
cate. We have also added items on the Complement of State and the Complement of
Numeral-Measure. We have dispersed difficult points among texts and dealt with the
points of each lesson in different ways. More explanations are given to the important
points, simplified explanations are given to the less important points and there are no
explanations for the unimportant points such as the Sentence with Verbal Construc-
tions in Series, the Pivotal Sentence and so on. The inductive method has been used
mainly in explaining the points and attention has been given to explanations on how
to use them in speech and writing.

More than 100 functional items have been incorporated, all of which are ex-
tremely useful and practical to students. These items have been summarised every
fifth lesson although only in the form of notes. Sentence constructions have not been
thoroughly perfected which allows for teachers’ own supplementation according to
their individual teaching practice.

The exercises have been designed to be used for teachers’ class preparation and
lesson plans as well as for student practice of different skills. In the long run they
will help to improve students’ communication skills, Tt is with this approach in mind

that we have created a new series of exercises covering the following items; pronunci-
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ation, words and phrases, sentence constructions, functions, widening means of ex-
pression, composition writing, and reading exercises, These are the most essential
itemns for the laying of a solid foundation in pronunciation and communication skills.
The number of items may be increased or reduced according to teaching methods.

This book has been compiled from start to finish under the concrete guidance of
our University leaders and with the full support of cur University leadership and that
of the Leading Group Office of Teaching Chinese J.anguage to Foreigners in China,
as well as with the warm help of the comrades in our University without whom this
book could not have been published.

While compiling the course we consuited the experts of our University and at-
tended the seminar in Hefei on teaching material issues. The experts in this seminar
offered us many helpful suggestions which proved very useful to the drafting of this
amendment.

While compiling the book we consulted many works and learned a lot from
them. These works include; Chinese Culture edited by Han Jiantang, Chinese Writ-
ing edited by Zhao Hongqin, Interesting Chinese edited by 1.iu Delian and so on,
Speaking Chinese and Learning the Culture compiled by the chief editor Wu Xiaolu,
A Course of Listening Comprehension of Intermediate Chinese compiled by the chief
editor Pan Zhaoming, The Colorful World compiled by the chief editor Liit Wen-
zhen,

We would hereby like to express our sincere thanks to those who have given us
direct or indirect assistance.

In the event of errors having been overlocked, we earnestly invite the users of

this book to put forward their criticism and suggestions.

Compilers
December, 1995
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Abbreviations

ey mingc
38 déric
el dongci
BERhio néngyudn dangei
Ead xingrongc i
g shici
=413 liengc i
839 fuci
T8 jieci
Fid liGnei
8hal zhici
H&EN8 dongtai zhic#
AN jiégou zhici
1B=80a yliqi zhict
1997 tane

S50 xidingshangc

133k citéu

B Ciwai

noun

pronoun

verb

optative verb
adjective
numeral

measure word
adverb
preposition
conjunction
particle
aspectual particle
structural particle
modal particle
interjection
oncmatopoeia
prefix

suffix
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Kk & B H

Organs of Speech

10. 5@
11

o4
i

12.

13.

e B
B

Upper Lip
Upper Teeth
Teethridge
Hard Palate
Soft Palate
Uvula

Under Lip
Under Teeth
Tip of Tongue
Blade of Tongue
Back of Tongue
Vocal Cords

Nasal Cavity
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Table of Strokes of Chinese Characters
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Stroke Orders of Chinese Characters J

F €& M 2 m
+ - + & BB B
A J A oW E &
= —== AN E BT
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Terms in Class

. Xignzai shang ke.

wE L&

Now let’s begin our class.

»Jintion xuéxidi  ke.

SR ¥9 % R

Today we are going to learn Lesson

. D& kai shi, fandao di e,

A #H &8 F_ A

Please open your book, and turn to page at
. Ting wo fa yin.

o ® EH

Please listen to my pronunciation.

. Ting wd nidn.

R’ R

Please listen to what I’'m going to read.
. Ting wd shud.

mr o .

Please listen to what I'm going to say.

mI20m



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

. Gén wb shud.

w3

Say after me,

. Gen wd xid.

B R 5.

Write after me,

. Zhayi ting.

EE U

Listen attentively.

Zhay T fayn.

8 A&

Pay attention to the pronunciation.
Zhiy 1 shengdido.

ER AR

Pay attention to the tone.

Zhiy i yudido.

TE B

Pay attention to the intonation.
Zhly 1 bTshon.

EE L.

Pay attention to the stroke orders.
Qing kan haibdn,

#F F BHK.

Please look at the blackboard.

mzZla




15.

16.

17.

18.

i9.

20.

21.

22.

Nidén shéngci.

& A

Please read the new words.
Nidn kéwén.

& WX

Please read the text.
Xigé Hanzi,

H RE.

Please write characters.
Ting loym,

o RHE.

Please listen to the recording.
Zai ting y1 bian.

B —iE.

Listen again, please,
Z4i nidn yi bian.

B & —M.

Read again, please.
Z4i shud yi bidn,

M —E.

Say again, please.

Z4i xig yi bidn.
LGS

Write again, please.

B2Zm




23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

Xidnzdi tingxie.

W E.

Now, let's have a dictation,

Xian tng wo nidn, ranhou zdi xié.

£ W BR& K5 BE
Listen to me first, then write it down.
Qng jido bénzi.

B R KT

Please hand in your exercise book.
Shui you wenti, kéyT weén wo.

W F & ARiE K.

If you ha;re any questions, please ask me.
Shui bu ddng, qihg jd shdu,
A E ¥ETE

If anyone of you doesn’t understand, please raise your hand.
Xidnzai lia zudye.

nE  BEL.

Today’s homework is .

Fux i jio ke.

3 H R

Review the lessons we learned.,

Yux 1 shengel.

i AA.

Prepare the new words of next lesson.

HZia




31.

32.

33.

34.

Yxi xWn kewén,

i R

Prepare the text we are going to learn.
Kan y0fa zhushi.

E EERER.

Read the Grammar, please.

Kar ciyld zhashi.

B OE R

Read the Notes, please.

Mingtian céydn, dajia zud ho zhinbei.
X B KRE M 5 RE.

Tomorrow we are going to have a test, please get prepared.

. Xianzdi xid ke,

HE T &

Now class is over,

HZim




