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PREAMBLE

The Encyclopedia of the Olympic Movement, is the first encyclopedia published in China,
which presents the readers with the most comprehensive and systematic knowledge of the
Olympic Movement. It is also the first book of the series of “Encyclopedia of Sports” to be
published by the China Olympic Publishing House. The book embodies the fruit of the studies of
the Olympic Movement carried out by Chinese scholars and reflects the Chinese people’s
understanding of the Olympic Movement. It is expected that the encyclopedia will play a positive
role in disseminating Olympism and inspiring the Chinese people in their bid for hosting the
Olympic Games in China.

The Olympic Movement is the common wealth of mankind. The quadrennial Olympic Games
have become a major social function in the contemporary world. All activities related to the
Olympic Movement, including the intense competition at the stage of bidding, the gathering of
first-class athletes and tens of thousands of spectators in the Olympic city during the period of the
Olympic Games, and the worldwide live telecast of the Games, express a splendid idea of
mankind- -the aspiration for exchanges of ideas and cultures, promotion of friendship and
safeguard of world peace.

China's contact with the Olympic Movement dates from the year 1922, or even earlier. The
year 1979 saw the restoration of the legitimate status of the Chinese Olympic Committee in the
IOC and the reasonable solution of the status of the Chinese on both sides of the Taiwan Straits in
the Olympic Family. Since that, the Olympic Movement has been greatly promoted in China,
Following the successful holding of the 11th Asian Games, Beijing launched a bid for hosting the
2000 Olympic Games. This endeavor of Beijing has won full support of the entire Chinese society
and has produced tremendous repercussions worldwide. Beijing’s bid is a menifestation of China’s
policy of reform and opening to the outside world. The hosting of the Olympic Games in Beijing
would surely gives an impetus to China's reform and further opening to the outside world.
Meanwhile, it would have a far-reaching and profound impact on the Olympic culture, as well as
on the political, economic and other aspects of the world. The publication of the Encyclopedia of
the Olympic Movement expresses the Chinese people's pursuit and aspiration for the Olympic
Movement,

Like Denis Diderot, the compiler of the world's first encyclopedia, who contributed his
encyclopedia in the service of education and enlightenment, Pierre de Coubertin, after an elapse
of a century and a half, also conceived something as an important means of education. Coubertin
though of reviving the Olympic Movement and had founded Olymism. Olympism is an philosophy
which seceks to attain the harmony of the body and mind, and to build a society that upholds

human dignity and peace. It is the philosophy that integrates sports with culture and education,




The compilers of the Encyclopedia of the Olympic Movement have drawn inspiration from Diderot
and Coubertin. They have attempted to use the form of an encyclopedia to give a comprehensive
introduction of the idea, history and present state of the Olympic Movement, and of the
important personalities, events, achievements and terminology related to the Olympic
Movement. They have tried their best to present an overview of the Olympic Movement by
combining the educational role of an encyclopedia with the educational role of the Olympic
Movement. They wish to do their share in carrying forward the great significance of the Olympic
Movement and spreading Olympic knowledge. The encyclopedia is a reference book of a high
academic value. They have spent much time and energy on collecting and sorting out materials,
studying and analyzing the history and background information of the Olympic Movement,
selecting, writing and editing the entries. What they have accomplished is a piece of creative
work. Readers will have an overall picture of the true meaning of the Olympic Movement and its
tremendous impact on human society.

This encyclopedia contains 1,276 entries with a total of 1. 5 million words and more than 400
pictures. The book has been compiled on the principle that it should be a scientific work of
educational value, instructive and rich in reference material. It is a highly concentrated digest of
the most important and valuable material exacted from a sea of datum and information about the
Olympics. The book proper is preceded by a classified catalog and followed by a chronological list
of events of the Olympic Movement, The index in Chinese is arranged by the order of the number
of strokes of Chinese characters. Also there is an index in English and an index of contents which
will enable the readers to use book in a systematical way or use it as a reference book.

The compilers have received support from the International Olympic Committee,
international sports federations, national and regional Olympic committees, the Beijing Bidding
Committee for the 2000 Olympic Games. They have provided much valuable materials, ensuring
the richness and accuracy of the contents of this book. the IOC president, Mr. Juan Anonio
Samaranch, has also rendered warm assistance, to whom we are much obliged for their kind
assistance. The Olympic Movement has covered a vast expanse of time and space and the relevant
materials are voluminous. For this reason, plus the short span of time for the compiling work,
shortcomings are unavoidable. The compilers sincerely hope that people of all quarters and the

readers will be generous with their comments and criticisms so that the next edition will be

better.

The Compilation Committee of
“Encyclopedia of the Olympic Movement"
March 1,1994
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