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The book selects the typical design works in recent years of near one
hundred Chinese influential young architects (and relative units). Especially,
their architectural creation view and design philosophy described in this
book reflects their thoughts in design. Though they are only part of the
young architects, they are able to present the creation level and new
concept of contemporary Chinese young architects. The book is published
at the moment of the 22nd UIA Congress, and it would give a new
introduction about the works and concepts of the “New Generation” of

Chinese architectural design to the world.
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As the 22nd World Congress
of Architects, UIA being held in
Istanbul, Turkey, the Architect Di—
vision of ASC and the editorial
department of Architectural Creation
jointly compiled and published this
Self~portrait for creators Chinese
Young Architects & New Architec—
tural Works in Contemporary China ,
as an brief overview of the status
quo of Chinese young architects and
an important index to Chinese ar—
chitects as a whole.

With China” s economy and
urbanization development, more and
more rural population swarm into
cities, It took 28 years for China’s
urbanization level to rise 794, from
139% in 1952 10 2094 in 1980;
however, since the reform and open—
ing up, in only 20-year’ s time,
China’ s urbanization level has in—
creased 2094, from 2094 in1980s
to 3694 in 2000, with an urban
population approximately to 460
million, Suppose China“ s urban-
ization would increase 194 per year,
then there would be 13—15 million
people move to cities every year.
Driven by this trend, Chinese cities
and towns are being constructed in
an unprecedented speed. It is esti~
mated that in 2004, the total amount
of construction in Chinese cities was
800 million m? which equaled that
of rural construction, What an amaz—
ing scale! The booming construc—
tion industry offers Chinese archi-
tects a wonderful stage to express
their talents. Furthermore, economic
globalization and China’ s opening

up after her accession into WTO

also provide grand opportunity for
foreign architects to usher in Chi-~
nese market. In more than 20—
year s time, there has been es~
tablished a platform for Chinese and
foreign architects to understand,
exchange, compete, and cooperate.

Compared to Chinese
architects” knowledge of architec—
tural offices in some advanced
countries, the outside world holds
far less understanding of Chinese
architects, Although introduction to
some Chinese architects and their
works may scarcely find their way
to some foreign journals or
exhibitions, it is generally hard to
form a comprehensive and precise
perception of Chinese architectural
cycle. There are many reasons for
this phenomenon: language obstacle
is one of them: architectural cycle
in the country is not paying enough
attention and effort to these issues;
the Western world may view de—
veloping countries with prejudice due
to their ideology of “Western
centric”; China is country with vast
territory, the areas afong the coast
draw constant attention whereas other
regions are somewhat neglected;
Chinese architecture critic is not
flourished and diversified enough,---
to name just a few. Delightfully,
the problem is drawing increasing
attention. As a result, this book is
published as an introduction to 92
architects in 25 municipalities and
provinces in China, which could be
considered as rewarding endeavor.

Most architects collected in

the book are young and middle—
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Ma Guoxin

Ma Guoxin:

Vice General Director of Architectural Society
of China

Member of Chinese Academy of Engineering
Chinese Engineering Survey and Design Master
Chief Architect of Beijing Institute of Archi-
tectural Design



aged architects born after 1956. Ac—
cording to commonly used dividing
method, the first generation of ar—
chitects are students who have stud—
ied abroad and graduated in the
period from 1910 to 1931; the sec—
ond generation refers to the gradu-—
ates in 1931-1955; and the third
generation is graduates in 1955-
1966. Compared to the first
generation, there are relatively fewer
architects who have foreign study
background in the second and third
generation. For commonly known
reasons, there exists a ten—year
gap between the third and forth
generation of architects, Therefore,
the architects introduced in the book
belong to the forth or even fifth
generation, After reform and open—
ing up, architectural cycle expands
with favorable general environment
for architectural creation, relatively
more opportunities to practice, better
condition to exchange and study
abroad, along with the universities
that contain architectural departments
from “old

develop eight

universities” to over one hundred
all over the country, As design
system further diversifies, apart from
the existing medium and large de—
sign institutes which still play an
essential leading role, collective or
private design offices never ceases
growing. After some ten or twenty
years of practice, some of the ar—
chitects introduced in the book have
scored remarkable achievements and
established their fame both at home
and abroad; meanwhile, become

technical or administrative pillars in

design institutes and design
companies, or is serving as busi-
ness or administrative chief. They
all function as main force of archi—
tectural creation in China. In
addition, they are in their prime;
as their experience and skills fur—
ther enriched, they would bring their
talents into full play in the future.

Thanks to China’s huge con-—
struction demand, in current days,
architect has become a hot
occupation, Besides, more and more
concerns are being placed on cities
and architecture, Driven by per—
sonal interest in architecture or other
reasons, people outside the cycle
set foot in architecture, It is nec—
essary to point out that: architect
is an occupation which requires high
degree of professionalism and so—
cial responsibility. It is demanded
that architects should receive spe—
cial vocational training, responsible
to owner and users, and acquire
professional qualification through
examination. As UIA defines:
“Architects are normally defined as
peaple who are qualified both pro—
fessionally and academically; and
have acquired registration/license/
certification in their domain of ar—
chitectural practice where the ar—
chitects could be dedicated to pro—
fessional practice, adopting space
form, historical, and cultural meth—
ods to responsibly promote the
equality and sustained development
in residential society, welfare and
cultural manifestation.”. Thus the

architects collected in the book

should be members of ASC. UIA

also points out that: “Professional
practitioner of architecture should
uphold their standards of
professionalism, quality and ability;
dedicate themselves to the saciety;
contribute specific knowledge and
characteristics that are indispens—
able to improve architectural
environment, social welfare and
culture.” At a time when relevant
regulations, rules, standards, and
operational environment are yet to
be standardized, it is even more
important to emphasize the profes—
sional ethics and standards of
architects, who shall always bear
in mind their responsibility for the
society, owners, their fellow work—
ers and occupation,

Chinese young architects form
a group which is constantly grow-
ing and developing. To create mod—
ern Chinese architectural culture and
enhance China’ s overall architec—
tural levels, this group needs to
make arduous efforts in the general
environment today. The works coi-—
lected in the book not only reflect
the passion and talents presented
by those architects in their creation
and exploration, in the meantime,
some diffidence or immaturity could
also be examined from them. There
are still plenty of room for their
creativity and imagination, Espe—
cially when facing the bizarre and
motley world, how to remain clear
in judging and selection, is a test
that every architect must encounter.

| can still recall when com-

menting on architectural design in

2003, Guardian (15th September)



wrote that “Mystifying structural
design and multifarious aesthetic
interest is the vogue of the year.
Architectures that are confusing as
amoeba and weird works like the
Los Angeles Music Hall designed
by Frank Gehry compete to present
themselves, trying to convince us
that modern architecture is just an
expensive game where everyone
shows off and see who is the most
fashionable one:--” In the era of
globalization and information, many
Chinese projects are involved in this
expensive game, which draws at—
tention from the cycle and the
society. In the country with a 1.3
billion population (which is still
going up), a national income per
capita which is barely more than
1,000 dollars (there exists a five
times difference between advanced
and impoverished region), and an
extreme scarcity of resources and
energy, as one of pillar industries
of Chinese national economy, in

what way the architectural industry

could develop, is question that every
architect must consider in every
project. “The type of develop—
ment concept determines the way,
mode and strategy of development;
and would exert a substantial and
overall impact on the practice of
development.” Faced with tough
market competition and distorted
market guidance, as Guardian
commented: “All the new archi—
tecture are taking every measure to
chain us into the most worldly
concerns: earn money, spend, earn
again and spend again.” In this
moment, China architects should be
clearer about their professional stan—
dard and social responsibility.
Considering China’ s vast
territory, market and a large number
of talented young architects, the
architects collected in the book are
just some representatives of the group.
It is believed that there would be
more and more architects to present

their ideas and talents in this grand

stage, to be known in by the world.
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[ My Architecture View ]

It is very obvious that there are
two parts of my work——the coun—
try—architecture and the urban-—ar—
chitecture . Whatever the formal dif-
ference is , the methodology will be
the same . That is , to confront the
reality directly , to handle the prob—
lem energetically ,to make sure all
the positive and the negative factors
will become the gist and the re—
sources at last . The creative using
of these resources—— that’ s what

| call a “Good Design”
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[Caree of Scholarship]

Liu Jiakun, 1956 born in Chengdu.
1982 Graduated from Department of Ar—
chitecture of Chongging Institute of Ar—
chitecture and Engineering and worked
in Chengdu Architectural Design
Academy.

19841985 worked in Tibet. 1987-
1989 worked in the Literature Academy.
1990-1992 worked in Sinkiang. 1999
estabishing Jiakun Achitects He was
peported by channel 10 of CCTV His
works won the award of Asian Architects
Association,Chinese Architectural Art Prize
2003. Chinese Building 2004-Red House
Dream and etc,and participated in the
planning of “chinese Young Architect’
s Forum and other professional exchange
and expo.

E-mail: jkads@?263 net

Website: http://www jiakun.com

[Main projects]

- Tibet Naqu Art Center



-Sinkiang Talimu Petroleum Culture Center

- Chengdu Culture Art School

- Xiyuan Lleisure Camp

- Artist Studio series

- Shunxing Old Teahouse

- Red Era Entertainment Center

- Luyeyuan Stone Scrupture Musum

- Motorola Sofeware Center ,Chengdu

. Sichuan Fine Art Institute Scrupture
Department

-Hanghai Qingpu Construct Exhibition
Center

.Sichuan Anren Jianchuan Museum
(Settlement )

- Reception Oining Center for CIPEA

[ Typical architecture works ~ show ]

.Sichuan Anren Jianchuan Museum
Settlement (Photo A-I)

. Sichuan Fine Art institute Scrupture

Department (Photo J-M)
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[ My architecture view ]
Architects need more sense.
Architects should have good con—
cept for the life planning. To be a
good architect should be a good
person first. He would submit a
drawing of his life to be a peoples’

architect,
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[ Career of scholarship ]

Zhang Nanning, senior architect and
Ist class registered architect, was born
in 1956 and graduated from architec—
tural department in Xi an University of
Architectural Science and Technology
in 1982, He is now the deputy chief
architect of Guangzhou Design Institute,
director of Guangzhou Architectural

Society, member of hospital building



committee under China Architect” s |
Society. In more than 20 years, he has
finished the designs for about 100 projects ‘
and issued a few of the professional
articles. His designs have been awarded
by Ministry of Construction, Guangdong
Province and Guangzhou City |
i
[ Main projects ]
- Guangzhou Department Store |
- New Funeral House of Guangzhou |
- Narhai Huaxia Ceramics Plaza, Guangdong

- Outpatient Building of Zhongshan Medical

- Nanhai

University

- Zhuhai Campus of Shengyang University

of Medicine Technology

- Huizhou Electricity Building

- Operation Building of Zhongshan Medical

University

[ Typical architecture works" show ]

- Huizhou Electricity Building(Ptoto A)

Huaxia Ceramics Plaza,

Guangdong (Ptoto B)

- Outpatient Building of Zhongshan Medical

University (Ptoto C—F)
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[ My Architecture View ]
Architecture is the art of
construction, and construction is a tar—
get—aiming social behavior, Therefore,
architects have to take the charge for
a variety of responsibilities. It is the
most pleasant moment for me to make
art — like solution for various engi—
neering problems in design and

construction,
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[ Career of scholarship ]

Ding Wowo, born in June of 1957
was graduated from the architectural de—
partment of Nanjing Engineering College
in 1982 and got her master's degree in
the same department in 1984, During
1988 to 1989 she started her study in
the architectural department of ETH-Zurich.
From 1994 to 1996 she was acting as
the visiting assistant professor and got
her Nachdiplom degree from the University.
In 1998 she was the professor of the
architectural department under Dongnan
University and studied for her doctor’ s
degree in ETH-Zurich. Now she is the
deputy director, professor and doctoral
supervisor in architectural research institute
of Nanjing University. She has ever been

awarded as the 2nd prize of educational



