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Abstract

Ma Dexin(1794 - 1874), who styled himself Fuchu, was a famous
great Muslim Akhund during the late period of the Qing Dynasty in
Yunnan Province, and he also was an outstanding scholar who once made
a pilgrimage to Mecca. He not only initiated Yunnan school of mosque
educational system, but also led the Muslim uprising in Southeast Yunnan
during the Xianfeng and Tongzhi periods of the Qing Dynasty. However,
he later negotiated and cooperated with the government, and devoted
himself to academic activities. His Islamic works written in Arabic,
Persian and Chinese made a great contribution to the dissemination and
development of the Muslim culture and education in China. This
dissertation, based on historical facts as well as some oral and written
comments, thoroughly illustrates the political and academic thoughts of
Ma Dexin.

The dissertation, through an analysis of the historical background
and political activities of Ma Dexin, draws a conclusion as the following:
he held firmly to the utilitarian viewpoint of nationality, rational viewpoint
of religion, tolerant viewpoint of culture and ideal viewpoint of social
history. Besides, he organically combined Islamic orthodox ideas with the
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Confucius doctrine of the mean. Furthermore, he took the responsibility
to clear up misunderstandings and hatred among different ethnic groups,
to seek social stability and the development of all nationalities. By this
means he strove to keep a harmonious relationship between the Muslim
and the majority group as well as the dominant culture. Mr. Ma led the
Muslim uprising in Southeast Yunnan in order to prevent local armed
forces and despotic tyrants from slaughtering innocent Muslim people, and
he tried to protect the persecuted Muslims by a compromising means.
Although he did not agree with Du Wenxiu’ s unyielding revolutionary
struggle, he sent many times his eastern Muslim armed forces to support
their comrades in the west. When he finally realized that he could not
lead the Muslim uprising in Yunnan Province, he decided to engage
himself in writing and compiling scholarly works. He hoped to clear up
misunderstandings between Hui and Han people, and to seek theoretical
basis for the mutual recognition between Islamic culture and the Confucius
thoughts. After his retiring from political life, Mr. Ma tried his best to
coordinate the relationship between the Hui people in the Southeast and
West Yunnan Province.

The aim of Ma Dexin’ s academic activities lies in his efforts to seek
social, cultural and religious roots that led to Hui and Han conflicts in
order to create a harmonious relationship between these two groups based
on cultural recognition. On the one hand, he actively propagates Islamic
culture and thoughts by supplementing the Confucius thoughts in order to
make the Confucius culture identical with Islam. On the other hand, he
tries to persuade Hui people not only to adhere to their traditional
principles but also to recognize and respect the dominant Chinese culture..



The dissertation systematically illustrates Ma Dexin’ s academic
thoughts in five respects: 1. Comparative studies on Islamic and
Confucius cultures. He tries to find their similarities on the basis of
revealing their intrinsic differences. 2. His Islamic thoughts on the
mandate of heaven. By insisting on such thoughts, Mr. Ma wants to carry
forward Muslim good traditions. Furthermore, he believes that soine
thoughts characteristic of the Islamic culture are completely different from
the Confucius ideas. However, they are supplements to it. 3. Ilustration
on the thoughts of humanity. He puts his emphasis on three respects,
namely his thinking on human being, on saints and on morality. He
sticks to the essence of Islamic thoughts and meanwhile absorbs some
positive elements in Confucian, exemplifying the appreciation of Muslim
intellectuals towards human mind in modemn times since much more
attention was paid to science. 4. Mysticism. Ma Dexin holds a positive
view towards mysticism, albeit his Islamic orthodox attitude. He gives
detailed explanations to Sufi mysticism from four perspectives, namely,
the relationship between human being and Allah, the unique way of
practicing the religion, mystic experiences and the importance of tutors.
5. Criticism towards herecy. Starting from the orthodox standpoint, Ma
Dexin criticizes the extremists, the pseudo prophets who practice
witcheraft to incite the ordinary people to make money and those groups
that have lost Islamic favor by absorbing elements from Buddhism and
Taoism. His purpose is to clear out the herecy in order to purify the

Muslim world and to maintain the essence of Islamic culture.
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