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Neurobiology is a discipline of science to study the structure and function of the brain.
The study possesses both tremendous importance and unbelievable complexity in under-
standing the control of body function and mental activity. A fundamental goal of neurobiolo-
gy is to understand the principle of how brain works and its control over behavior. It is ex-
pected that by reading this book one may get a general idea of how the brain works as a
whole and in some details in certain aspects.

Neurobiology has a long history and is being matured. It is rooted in neuroanatomy,
neurophysiology, neurochemistry, as well as psychology, neurology and neurosurgery, but
it is definitely not simply a hodge - podge of them. With systematical organization of this
book, readers will be able to understand the brain function in an integrated manner.

In addition to overall and systematical description, the book is also characterized by its
unity and harmony between succession and development, scientific reliability and readabili-
ty, concision in word and comprehension in meaning. These attempts of authors in writing
will also be beneficial to readers.

Neurobiology has been one of the rapidest development disciplines in life science.
However, there is still a long way to go for the understanding of the physicochemical nature
of brain activity . As a neuroscientist, | will try my best together with the authors and readers
of this book to keep pace with development in neurobiology and to approach the disclosure
of the secret of the brain, the most complex stuff in the nature.

Academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Professor HAN Jisheng
Neuroscience Research Institute

Beijing Medical University

May, 1999
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