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1. Of Truth

What is truth? said jesting Pilate,and would not stay for an
answer. Certainly there be,that delight in giddiness,and count it a
bondage to fix a belief;affecting free-will in thinking,as well as in
acting. And though the sects of philosophers of that kind be gone, yet
there remain certain discoursing wits,which are of the same veins,

though there be not so much blood in them,as was in those of the
ancients.

But it is not only the difficulty and labor,which men take in
finding out of truth,nor again,that when it is found ,it imposes upon
‘men’s thoughts, that does bring lies in favour;but a natural , though
corrupt love,of the lie itself. One of the later school of the Grecians,
examines the matter,and is at a stand, to think what should be in it,
that men should love lies;where neither they make for pleasure,as

with poets, nor for advantage,as with the merchant;but for the lie’s
sake.

But | cannot tell;this same truth,is a naked,and open day-light,
that does not show the masks,and mummeries,and triumphs, of the
world, half so stately and daintily as candle-lights.

Truth may perhaps come to the price of a pearl,that shows best
by day;but it will not rise to the price of a diamond,or carbuncle,
that shows best in varied lights.

A mixture of a lie does ever add pleasure. Does any man doubt,
that if there were taken out of men’s minds, vain opinions, flattering
hopes, false valuations, imaginations as one would,and the like,but it
would leave the minds,of a number of men, poor shrunken things,
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Jesting ['dzestip] n.% 3%

giddy ['gidi] adj. k % i ; giddiness
ng R

bondage ['bondidz] n.iffk, X4

sect [sekt] n. & ik

impose [im'pauz] vi.# ¥ "

corrupt [ko'rapt] vt. )& bk

Grecian ['grizfon] adj. % R Rty (#
H. B nERHEX

at a stand #¥, BAER

advantage [od'va:ntidz] n.f| i

mask [mazsk; (US) mesk] n. 7R
mummery ['mamori] n.% Bl & %
stately ['steitli] adj.% £t
daintily ['deintali] adv.ff %
carbuncle [ 'kaibapk(a)1] L E A

vain [vein] adj. % #
shrunken ['frapken]adj. ([ % ] shrink
Wit £ ) BN



full of melancholy and indisposition,and unpleasing to themselves?

One of the fathers,in great severity,called poesy vinum dae-
monum ,because it filles the imagination;and yet,it is but with the
shadow of a lie.But it is not the lie that passes through the mind,but
the lie that sinks in,and settles in it,that does the hurt;such as we
spake of before.

But howsoever these things are thus in men’s depraved judg-
ments,and affections,yet truth,which only does judge itself,teaches
that the inquiry of truth,which is the love-making,or wooing of it,
the knowledge of truth,which is the presence of it,and the belief of
truth,which is the enjoying of it,is the sovereign good of human
nature. )

The first creature of God,in the works of the days,was the light
of the sense;the last,was the light of reason;and his Sabbath work
ever since,is the illumination of his Spirit. First he breathed light,
upon the face of the matter or chaos;then he breathed light,into the
face of man;and still he breaths and inspires light,into the face of his
chosen.

The poet,that beautified the sect,that was otherwise inferior to
the rest,said yet excellently well:lt is a pleasure,to stand upon the
shore,and to see ships tossed upon the sea;a pleasure,to stand in
the window of a castle,and to see a battle,and the adventures
thereof below:but no pleasure is comparable to the standing upon
the vantage ground of truth (a hill not to be commanded,and where
the air is always clear and serene),and to see the errors,and
wanderings,and mists,and tempests,in the vale below;so always
that this prospect be with pity,and not with swelling,or pride.

Certainly ,it is heaven upon earth,to have a man’s mind
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melancholy ['melonkoli] n.f %F
indisposition [ indispa'zifon] n. )R %

severity [si'veriti] n. /=

vinum ['vainom ] n. [ %] /&

daemonic [ di: 'monik] adj. % JE 4 ,
fLJE Rt ; daemonum n.

spake [speik] n. [ # ] speak itz

howsoever [hausou'eva(r)] adv. it
AT

depraved [di'preivd] adj. M % #y

woo [wu] v.38 K

sovereign ['sovrin] adj. £ % % L

sabbath ['sebof] n.% & H

illumination [iljumi'neifon] n.f8 ¥,
K

breath [bre0] n5 &, % ; v

chaos ['keios] n.3 it

inspire [in'spaia(r)] vt 4

sect [sekt] n.ik %, Fik

inferior to X T

toss [tos; (US) tois] vt./vi JAHK
castle ['ka:s(a)l; (US) 'kesl] n.if &
thereof [deor'ov, -'of] adv. g, EM
vantage ['vamntidz] n.{f %

serene [si'riin] adj.F#Hy

mist [mist] n.% %

tempest ['tempist] n. & A

vale [veil] n.&, L4

swell [swel] viBifi B #

charity ['tferiti] n#4, %#HM

rest in K3
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move in charity,rest in providence,and turn upon the poles of
truth.

To pass from theological,and philosophical truth,to the truth of
civil business; it will be acknowledged,even by those that practise it
not, that clear,and round dealing,is the honour of man’s nature;and
that mixture of falsehood,is like alloy in coin of gold and silver,
which may make the metal work the better,but it embases it. For these
winding,and crooked courses,are the goings of the serpent;which
goes basely upon the belly,and not upon the feet.

There is no vice,that does so cover a man with shame,as to be
found false and perfidious. And therefore Mountaigny said prettily,
when he inquired the reason,why the word of the lie should be such
a disgrace,and such an odious charge?Said he, If it be well weighed,
to say that a man lies,is as much to say,as that he is brave towards
God,and a coward towards men.

For a lie faces God,and shrinks from man. Surely the wickedness
of falsehood,and breach of faith,cannot possibly be so highly
expressed, as in that it shall be the last peal,to call the judgments of
God upon the generations of men;it being foretold, that when Christ
comes, he shall not find faith upon the earth.
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providence ['providens] n. b

pole [poul] n.5, #F

theological [6ia'lod3ikol] adj. 3 % Hy
civil ['sivl] adj. ARH, TRH, EREH
falsehood ['forlshud] n. & 18

alloy ['zloi] n.é4

coin [koin] n#E i, &

crooked ['krukid] adj. % by, Hdhey
serpent ['sorpont] n. K #F i

belly ['beli] n.ff#

vice [vais] n. %3

perfidious [ po: 'fidios, -djos] adj. #
B F X

disgrace [dis'greis] n.BL%&

odious ['oudjos, -dios] adj. 7T fif By

coward ['kaved] n.JE/NEHA, 1K

shrink [fripk] v. ¥4
wickedness ['wikidnis] n.f 18 4%
breach [briitf] n.i %

peal [pitl] n.v % 4 &
foretell [fo:'tel] v.F &



2. Of Death

Men fear death,as children fear to go in the dark;and as that
natural fear in children,is increased with tales,so is the other.
Certainly, ,the contemplation of death,as the wages of sin,and
passage to another world, is holy and religious;but the fear of it,as a
tribute due unto nature, is weak.

Yet in religious meditations,there is sometimes mixture of
vanity,and of superstition. You shall read,in some of the friars’
books of mortification,that a man should think with himself, what
the pain is,if he have but his finger’s end pressed,or tortured,and
thereby imagine,what the pains of death are,when the whole body
is corrupted,and dissolved; when many times death passes,with less
pain than the torture of a limb;for the most vital parts,are not the
quickest of sense. And by him that spoke only as a philosopher,and
natural man,it was well said, It is the trappings of death that terrify,
rather than death itself. Groans,and convulsions,and a discoloured
face,and friends weeping,and blacks,and obsequies,and the like,
show death terrible.

It is worthy the observing,that there is no passion in the mind of
man,so weak,but it mates,and masters,the fear of death;and
therefore,death is no such terrible enemy,when a man has so many
attendants about him,that can win the combat of him. Revenge
triumphs over death;love slights it;honour aspires to it;grief flies to
it;fear pre-occupates it;nay,we read,after Otho the emperor had
slain himself,pity (which is the tenderest of affections) provoked
many to die,out of mere compassion to their sovereign,and as the
truest sort of followers. Nay,Seneca adds niceness and satiety:
Consider how long you have been doing the same things;death
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contemplation [ kontem'pleifan] n.
ER

sin [sin] n. ¢

holy ['houli] adj.# X #

religious [ri'lidzes] adj. 5% # By, B
A

meditation [ medi'teifon] n.J7 &
vanity ['veniti] n.72% &
superstition [ sjuipa'stifon] n.2¥fE
friar ['fraio(r)] n. 5+
mortification ['mo:tifi'keifon] n.
[#] #£5%, ¥47; B&, BR
torture ['toitfa] n.3¥ |5, 47
corrupt [ko'rapt] veff iy, KR
dissolve [di'zolv] v.7% f#
limb [lim] n.43%
vital ['vait(a)l] adj. 4 &1k X Hy
trappings ['trepinz] n. [pl.] %4
groan [groun] n.W %, &
convulsion [kon'vakf(a)n] n. (% A
pl) Wk, Wi
obsequies ['obsikwiz] n. (£ %) #4l
mate [meit] vt &, EHE
attendant [o'tend(9)nt] n.f A
combat ['kombazt] n.3} %, &3}
emperor ['emporo] n. 2%, EE
slay [slei] (slew, slain) v. 3%
provoke [pra'vouk] vt.JE{E
sovereign ['sovrin] nE*, TH
satiety [so'taioti] n.it#f, KK
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maybe desired not only by the valiant or the miserable,but also by
the victim of ennui. A man would die,though he were neither
valiant, nor miserable,only upon a weariness to do the same thing so
oft,over and over.

It is no less worthy,to observe,how little alteration in good
spirits, the approaches of death make;for they appear to be the same
men, till the last instant. Augustus Caesar died in a compliment:fare—
well, Livia,keep after me the memory of our marriage. Tiberius in
dissimulation;as Tacitus said of him:Tiberius was fast losing his
bodily strength,but not his gift of dissimulation. Vespasian in a jest,
sitting upon the stool:Meseems | am becoming a God. Galba with a
sentence :strike, if it be good for Roman People;holding forth his
neck. Septimius Severus in despatch:Comenow, if anything remains
for me to do. And the like.

Certainly the Stoics bestowed too much cost upon death,and by
their great preparations, made it appear more fearful. Better said he,
A mind that reckons the close of life one of natures boons.

It is as natural to die,as to be born;and to a little infant, ps,
the one is as painful,as the other. He that dies in an earnest pfirsuit,
is like one that is wounded in hot blood;who,for the time,scarce
feels the hurt;and therefore a mind fixed,and bent upon somewhat
that is good,does avert the dolours of death.

But,above all,believe it,the sweetest canticle is,Now lettest
thou [thy servant depart in peace];when a man has obtained worthy
ends,and expectations.




