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Lesson One

Charlie Chaplin+The. Tramp and
The Philosopher

In 1911 a penniless young music—hall artist left England
for America. His future was uncertain, but he did not believe
it could be unhappier than his past. He had grown up in the
slums of London’s East End and experienced great poverty.
His mother’s life had been so hard that she had finally gone
mad, and his father had died of drink. Both parents had been
on the stage and lived in the hope that they would one day be
‘stars’ . Their son was determined to succeed where they had
failed.

By 1914 his optimism and determination were justified.
Charles Chaplin was the most talked—about man in
America, the king of silent movies. He was not only admired
as a first—class actor and comedian, he was also making his
name as a director. How did he reach the top of the film
world in such a short time? He was not an instant success.
His attempts to copy other slapstick comedians who were
popular at that time were a failure. However he gradually
began to develop the character of the tramp that we always
connect with his name:. He borrowed ideas from many
sources and though he ‘stole’ most of his clothes from other
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slapstick comedians of the time, he developed his own special
mannerisms to go with themv. He used his bowler hat to sig-
nal secret messages and his walking stick allowed him to
cause confusion and punish his enemy from a distance. He
got the idea for his famous flat-footed walk from a London
taxi driver who had sore feet.

Charlie, the tramp, looked very funny, but he was also
lovable. Inside his tramp’s clothes, the audience saw a hu-
man being who was poor but dreamt of being rich, who was
ugly but wanted to be handsome, who was lonely and des-
perately wanted a girlfriend. The  tramp was a great
romantic, but he always lost his heart to girls who for some
reason had to leave him. The audience would be moved by
this, but before they had time to reach for their handker-
chiefs, Charlie’s feet would get in the way and they would
laugh instead.

In-his early days as.a director, Chaplin produced

sixty—two short silent comedy films in four years. He had

complete control of his work and he could use his many gifts
as he wished. He was a master of the art of mime and as an
acrobat used to perform many dangerous stunts. But his
greatest gift was his sense of timing——something which he
said had come to him from his mother, who had been a
dancer.

In 1919, he formed his own film company, which means
that he owned every film he made. He began to take much

longer to make. his filn:s. If an idea did not come, or a detail
2
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was wrong, he would send everybody home until he had
found a solution. His films began to be more serious. He
wanted to write about his own experiences and show how
- unjust life was.

In The Kid, which is about an orphan, Chaplin remem-
bered his own fear and unhappiness when he was separated
from his mother. Then, in 1929, the Wall Street Stock Mar-
ket collapsed. Suddenly there were tramps like Charlie eve-
rywhere, and the cruel division between rich and poor is re-
flected in the opening scene of City Lights. Chaplin now felt
the need to comment on the fate of the world as well as on
the life of his hero. At this time he made The Great Dictator
which made fun of Hitler’s philosophy and mannerisms. He
“described Hitler as “this amazing imitation of me’ . Extreme
right—wing people in America persuaded the American peo-
ple throuéh the press.that Chaplin was too left—wing. His
next film, Monsieur Verdo:)x was not popular, and Chaplin
said: ‘I felt I had +-the hate of a whole nation and that my
film career was lost.” , ‘ .

When he was on a visit to Britain the American gov-
ernmeht refused to givé ‘him a re—entry visa. So in 1948 he
decided to make his home in Switzerland. His marriage to
the lovely Oona O’Neill was happy, and he became the
proud father of eight children. Nevertheless he still felt bitter
and the films he continued to make show this. The King in
New York is the story of a king living in a foreign country
who is made to suffer for his beliefs. America still suspected
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Chaplin’s political beliefs and his films were not shown there.
But Chaplin denied having a political philosophy: ‘I have no
design for living, no philosophy. Whether wise or foolish, we
must all struggle with life.”

1t was not until 1972 that Chaplin and Hollywood
finally made up their quarrel and he was invited back to re-
. ceive an apology—and the award of an Oscar. He was giv-
en a hero’s welcome and was deeply moved by it. Then, in
1975, aged 86, he returned to London, the city of his birth.
He went to Buckingham Palace to be knighted by the Queen.
Charlie, the tramp, would have fallen over as he left. Sir
Charles Chaplin simply wept.

+

(From Reading for Adults)

New Words
1. penniless / ‘penilis / a. —XEREN, 58
2. slum /slam / n. (slums) HRRE
3. stage / steid3/ n. 'mes B B
4. determined / di'ts: mind / a. & J.OH9
5. optimism / ‘optimizm / n. S, LN
6. justify / ‘dzastifai/ v. UEHReeees A (EFD
7. comedian / ko'mi: djon / n. E B 5
8. attempt /.s'tempt/ nv. %R, &HE
9. slapstick /'slepstik / n.  #i#
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10.

11.
12.
13.

14.
15.

16.

17.
18.
19.
20.

21.

22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

popular / 'popjula / a.

tramp / tremp / n.
source /s2:s/ n.
mannerism / ‘ma&narizm /

n.

\

bowler / 'bouls / n.
signal / 'signal / n.
o v.

confusion / kan'fju: 30n /
n. R

sore /so. / a.

lovable ./ 'lavabt/ a.

audience '/ '2: djons / n.

desperately / ‘desparitli /
ad. -

romantic / rau'meantik / a.

X o n.

comedy / 'komidi/ n..

mime / maim / n.

acrobat / '&krobzt/ n.

stunt / stant/ n.

orphan /'a:fon/ n.

stock /stok / n.

collapse / ka'leps/ v.n.
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29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34,
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.

44.
45.
46.
47.

48.

division / di'vizen/ n.
reflect / ri'flekt / v.
comment / 'koment/ n.v.
philosophy / fi'losafi / n.
describe / dis'kraib / .v.
amaze /9o'meiz/ V.
imitation / imi'teifen / n.
extreme /iks'triim/ a.
persuade / pa'sweid / v.
press / pres/

monsieur / ma'sjo: / n.
career /ka'ria/ n. ‘
re—entry / 'ri: ‘entri/ n.
visa / 'viza/ n. '
nevertheless

/ nevadales / ad. conj.

suspect / sas'pekt / v.
deny /di'nai/ v.
design / di'zain/ n.v.
award /o'wa:d/ n.
v.
knight / nait / v.
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Proper Names

/1. Charlie Chaplin / 'tfa: li 'tfzplin /

2. Hitler / ‘hitla /

3. Monsieur Verdoux / ma'sje: veh'du: /
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4. Oona O'neill / ‘w:nd su'ni: 1/ i - BLB/R

5. Oscar / 'oska/ R RE/RE
6. Buckingham Palace / ‘bakigom ‘palis/ H&NWE

Phrases and Expressions

1. comment on - Xefeeeee /EPEIR
2. make up B (Geii), Fnig
EXERCISES
Reading Aloud

I. Read the following proverbs and recite them.
A good beginning makes a good ending.
Well begun is half done.
He laughs best who laughs last.
It’s never too late to learn.
II. Read the following pdém.
Little Drops Of Water
Little drops of water,
Little grains of sands,
Make the mighty of ocean
~ and the pleasant land.

Reading Comprehension

1. Answer the following questions.
1. Did Chaplin live a happy life when he was a child?
: 7
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What were his parents?

What happened to his mother?

Did his father become famous as an actor?

When did Chaplin arrive in America?

Was he just admired as a comedian? What else?

How many comedy films did Chaplin produce in his

early stage as a director?
8. Was he the owner of a film company? When did he
form it? ‘

9. When and where was he knighted by the Queen?
10. How many films are mentioned in this passage?

V. W
1. (
2. (
3. (
4. (

What are they?
hich of the statements are true and which are false?

) Chaplin was born in America.

) He grew up in London’s West End.

) His parents were rich.

) His slapstick comedy was immediately suc-
cessful. ‘

) He directed a lot of films.

) His films were not popular in America in
Mid—forties. -

) He made his home in Switzerland in 1948.

) The British knighted him®

Vocabulary and structure

V. Spell the words with the help of their definitions and the
first letter.
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. sl

: a person without work or home who

walks from a place to another

: funny acting with a lot of fast noisy

actions

: a person skilled in walking on ropes

or swinging between ropes high in
the air, balancing, walking on hands,
etc. as an entertainment '

: child without one or (usually) both.

parents

: to prove or show to be just, right or

reasonable

: to. think highly of often in a some-

what impersonal manner

: a city area of poor living conditions

and dirty unrepaired buildings

: a funny play, film or other work in

which the story and characters are
amusing and ends happily

Complete the following passage by putting the words in
brackets into a suitable form.
Charlie was not an instant (succeed)

in Hollywood. His early attempts to copy other comedians

were a
tramp and made many

(fail). He became famous as the
(amuse) films in

this part. His more serious films are concerned with the cruel

(divide) between rich and poor. After the

9



war the American government refused to give him a re—entry
visa because some people thought his (poli-

tics) views were too left—wing. In 1972 he received a public

(apologise) from Hollywood in the form

of the special Oscar.
Vi. Fill in each of the bianks with the words or phrases given
below, change forms where necessary.

be determined to collapse imitation
as well as be justified confusion attempt
1. He failed in his ’ to pass the entrance

7.

_examination to Harvard University.
. The strike = left  the railway system in

utter
. The editor in refusing your work.
. He - teach them a lesson.
. Their full political rights, their eco-

nomic conditions, must be safeguarded.
Painters lacking originality often spent the lives in
the of the great masters.

The earthquake caused many buildings to

Vil. Fill in the blanks with ‘refuse’ or ‘;leny’ in proper forms.

1.

2

RH

The thief the fact of theft.
I just couldn’t her anything.
The prisoner . _ the charges against him.

4. 1 offered him some money, but he ﬁ____.__politely.
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5. Thousands of people _______ to pay their taxes.
6. He himself many comforts.
7. He having been there.
8. Thecommittee ________to discuss this problem.
9. They the prisoner all freedom.
IX. Fill in the blanks with ¢ promise’ or  allow’ in proper
forms. ,
1. You shouldn’t parking in the street,
it’s too narrow.
2. Inever _ : to obey his commands.
3. He that the roof should be repaired
within two days.
4. Father me a new bicycle for my
birthday. -~
5. No smoking in the reading room.
6. We must three days for travelling
from London to HongKong.
7. The rainbow fair weather.
8. They asked to to see him.
9. Mrs. White _her children to play late.

X. Rewrite the following sentences after the model with the
words in the brackets, using the pattern V+O+Ving.
Model: In this film Charlie danced. -

L.

In this film we see Charlie dancing.
In ¢ The Circus’ Charlie performs some clever tricks, '
tries to escape Irom a lion’s cage, and walks
nervously across a high wire. (In this film we see
11



