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PREFACE

I

The Taiping uprising was a glorious peasant revolution in the modern history of China that dealt a
serious blow to the rule of the Qing Dynasty and shook the foundation of the feudal society. During its
eighteen years of existence, the revolutionaries established their own government, organized a
powerful army, formulated and carried out revolutionary programs and policies, and mobilized the
broad masses of the peasants in their heroic struggles against the feudal landowning system and foreign
invasion. The revolution left us innumerable relics of historical interest.

Since the first peasant uprising led by Chen Sheng and Wu Guang in 209 B.C., the Chinese
peasants had waged hundreds of revolutionary wars against the ruling classes. None of them,however,
had founded a government strong enough to rival with the existing regime of the landowning class for a
considerable period of time. And as a result, historical relics still extant in connection with their
struggles are scanty. It is only the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom, a peasant revolt largest in scale and
longest in duration in Chinese history, which developed its own highly articulate political and social
institutions that left behind a great variety of historical relics. Regarding economic activities,these
relics include land title deeds, notifications of taxation, tax returns, permits authorized to landowners
to collect rent,handicraftsmen’s licenses, traffic regulations, business licenses, receipts of customs
duties, and coinage. Regarding political activities, they cover the royal seals made of jade and
gold,official seals, receipts of donations, certificates of meritorious deeds, appointment certificates,
household registry and marriage licenses. In the military aspect, there still remain bronze and iron
guns, fort stone tablets, identification cards, travel permits, etc. Relics of fine arts include wall
paintings, colored drawings, Spring Festival pictures and book-cover drawings. Architectural relics
include stone carvings, wood carvings, eaves-tiles, coiled dragons carved on brick-like materials, etc.
Ornamental articles include tapestry of cut silk, and embroidery.

These relics clearly show that the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom had critically inherited the fine
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tradition of the Chinese culture. “In China education has always been the exclusive preserve of the
landlords, and the peasants have had no excess to it. But the landlords’ culture is created by the
peasants, for its sole source is the peasants’ sweat and blood.” (Mao Tsetung, SELECTED WORKS
OF MAO TSETUNG, Vol. 1, Peking, Foreign Languages Press, 1967, p.53.) When the Taiping
Heavenly Kingdom set up its own regime, it began to take advantage of the Chinese culture, weeding
through the old to bring forth the new. This found its most conspicuous expression in the wall
paintings, colored drawings and Spring Festival pictures produced by the Taiping artists. These were
forms of art traditionally popular among the ordinary Chinese. The feudal ruling classes, in order to
sustain their position, had always made use of them by incarnating Buddhist, Taoist and feudal
legendary figures such as Bodhisattvas, religious immortals, King of Hell, Kitchen God, God of
Wealth, Door-God, Guang Yu and even monsters and demons as the “protectors of law” in an attempt
to paralyse and disarm the people’s will of resistance, and mesmerize them into subservient believers of
fatalism and predestination. The post-Zhou and Qin wall paintings and colored drawings decorating
the sacrificial altars, ancestral temples, palaces,monastries and the post-Ming Spring Festival pictures
were all filled with these feudal and religious figures, thus making art serve the interest of the ruling
classes. Therefore, the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom decided to forbid the artists to draw human figures,
legendary or real, in their works. What were allowed to appear in paintings and pictures were only
mountains, waters,flowers, birds and animals. In other words, the Taiping Government had its clearcut
policy to distinguish the good elements from the bad ones in the Chinese traditional culture.
Some of the extant relics of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom show that the revolutionaries had
created new social institutions under the new circumstances. For instance, the Taiping Government
introduced a new marriage system that guaranteed equality between the sexes. This system provided
that marriage must be approved by the appropriate Taiping authorities who would grant the couples
licenses known as hehui before wedding ceremony could be held. Two identical copies were made for
each marriage license with the detachable line serial-numbered, one kept by the authorities, the other
by the married couple. The license was covered with an official seal and filled in with the married
couple’s names, age, place(s) of birth, time of joining the Taiping army and work places. Such a
marriage license demonstrates that the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom followed a policy of genuine
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equality between men and women in contrast to the inferior position women usually held in the
Chinese feudal society.

The relics of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom bear definitive testimony to the contributions it made
to Chinese social reforms.

II

Most of the relics of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom were destroyed by the Qing Government
after the revolt was suppressed. They continued to suffer from damage or fall into oblivion under the
negligence of the warlord Governments and the subsequent Kuomintang Government after the 1911
Revolution. And as a result,very few of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom’s relics had survived before the
founding of New China in 1949.

After 1949 the People’s Government reevaluated the historical role of the Taiping Heavenly
Kingdom. Marking the first centennial of the Jintian Uprising, the People’s Daily carried an editorial
on Jan. 11, 1951 emphasizing the revolutionary character of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom. In the
meantime, nationwide commemorative exhibits were held in such major cities as Beijing, Nanjing,
Shanghai, Wuxi, Suzhou, Yangzhou, Hangzhou and Hefei. These activities refuted various slanders
thrown upon the Taiping revolutionaries, reaffirmed their just struggles against feudalism and foreign
invasion, and corrected distorted concepts entertained by certain people towards them. It was under
such circumstances that the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom’s relics began to be systematically gathered,
frequently discovered and carefully preserved.

The following is a brief account of how some of the discoveries have been made since liberation.

In the winter of 1951 the Nanjing Municipal Government was told of the existence of a set of wall
paintings at an old residence believed to be the palace of a certain Taiping prince at Tangzi Road. This
was a significant discovery in that these paintings imbued with revolutionary enthusiasm had long
remained unknown and neglected, and they could never have been found if not for the importance
given to the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom by the People’s Government.

In October 1953 two iron guns of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom were found. The discovery of
these two guns was particularly helpful to the study of the armament industry of the Taiping Heavenly
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Kingdom. It was sheer coincidence that these two guns were found, thanks to a man who happened to
have a second thought after seeing a bronze gun at an exhibit held in Yangzhou where weapons of the
Taiping Heavenly Kingdom were put on view to the public. The bronze gun struck him that he had
come across several iron guns much of the same size and make somewhere about the city of Yangzhou.
He then shared his reflections with the local government, which followed up his clue as far as until
Shanghai, where the two iron guns were found lying hidden in the scrap metal heap waiting to be
remelted.

Almost at the same time the tomb of Zeng Shuiyuan, a Taiping veteran general, was discovered on
the Muguafu Hill by the Daijia Lane near the Yijiangmen Gate of Nanjing. General Zeng was a
participant of the Jintian Uprising in 1851 and was later appointed Chancellor of the order of tian.
Zeng’s was the first tomb ever found of the Taiping revolutionaries. Surprisingly enough, the
discoverer of General Zeng’s tomb was a junior high teenager who, when once playing on the hill,
incidentally found a piece of stone engraved with two Chinese characters meaning the “Heavenly
Kingdom”. He reported his finding to the government that led to the confirmation of General Zeng’s
resting place.

In January 1954 the Maoerqiao Neighborhood Commitee, Shaoxing, decided to renovate the
Sanxiu Nunnery and turn it into offices. The construction workers found inside the wall a black parcel
which contained two marriage licenses and a certificate of meritorious deeds all granted by the Taiping
authorities. The workers who had learned after liberation that the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom was a
peasant revolutionary movement immediately handed them to the local government.

A stone tablet inscribed with ferry-boat traffic regulations was discovered in December 1955 in the
Taiyanghe Village, Dangtu County, Anhui Province. The regulations clearly show that the Taiping
government was deeply concerned with the interest of the ordinary people. The discovery of this tablet
which gives very important evidence in the study of the Taiping social policies was made by virtue of
the information provided by an aged Chinese medicine practioner in Nanjing who at a forum about the
gathering of the Taiping relics recalled that he had seen the tablet in the Taiyanghe Village when he
paid a visit there in 1937.

In December 1956 a PLA man when taking a walk along the Suiyuan Road outside the
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Xingzhongmen Gate of Nanjing accidentally found a tombstone that bore four inscribed characters
meaning “the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom”. He quickly alerted the local authorities and it was later
identified as the tombstone originally placed over the grave of the Taiping General by the name of
Duan Panmao.

The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom’s Spring Festival pictures in defiance of feudal superstition were
found in 1958 by a young painter who was interested in collecting the Spring Festival pictures of the
Yangliuging style. However, when he first saw these pictures he felt unable to make a credible
appraisal of them.He then went to consult an old Spring Festival picture painter of Yangliuging style.
He was told that these were the Spring Festival pictures of “long-haired rebels”. Later when he
happened to lay his eyes on an article asserting that no human figures were allowed in the Taiping
drawings and paintings, he became sure that these were truly the artistic creations of the Taiping
painters. And his conclusion was subsequently verified.

These few instances I cited above are enough to show that a large part of the credit in connection
with the discovery of the historical relics of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom should go to the ordinary
people including workers, PLA men, artists, youngsters and the elderly taught by the Chinese
Communist Party and the People’s Government to respect the great peasant revolution that took place
in the mid-19th century.

I1I

This collection is intended to meet the needs of scholars with special concerns of and interest in the
history of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom. Under four general subheadings, i.e., economic, political,
military, and others, it contains 168 items. It does not include relics of art such as wall paintings,
colored drawings, wood-block paintings, carvings, tapestry of cut silk and embroidery, because they
have been arranged in a separate collection entitled THE ART OF THE TAIPING HEAVENLY
KINGDOM which was published in 1959.

The first draft of this collection was completed in 1959 by Liu Wenying, Wang Shushen and Luo
Wengqi. In 1982 Han Pinzheng, Luo Wengqi and Zhang Tiebao added new items to the first draft and
made it ready to be put into print. However, the publication was not materialized. In 1990 Mr. Tan
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Yao, Director of the Historical Museum of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom, reached an agreement with
the Jiangsu People’s Publishing House that the publication of this collection should not be delayed any
longer. And in order to bring it up-to-date, Tan Yao, Zhang Tiebao and Cao Zhijun carefully checked
the whole draft and appropriately augmented it in light of the new discoveries made in recent years. I
feel very happy that the project started over three decades ago now is eventually brought to fruition.

The editors would greatly appreciate if our readers would advise us of counterfeit items, if any,

already included in this collection.

Luo Ergang
Beijing
June 15, 1991
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EDITOR’S NOTES

(1) All the relics included in this collection are known to us in definite existence. Relics without our
knowledge of their whereabouts are not included even if their photographs are available.

(2) Relics in this collection fall into the following four headings: economic, political, military, and
others. And each heading is further divided into subheadings. Within each subheading items are
arranged in chronological order. Items only dated with year and month stand at the end of those
with complete dating of the same month, items only dated with year stand at the end of those
with complete dating of the same year, and items without dating stand at the end of those under
the same subheading.

(3) Brief explanatory notes are given to all the inclusions in connection with their size, inscriptions
and seal-impressions on them, material of which they are made and the places where they were
found and where they are kept. In a few cases, however, it is impossible to make the notes
perfect. Wherever a character in the seal-impression or gun inscriptions is not recognizable, a
square sign is placed in its stead. In case an obvious language mistake is found in the original text
of the inscriptions, correction is provided in parenthesis following the error.

(4) It should be stated here that the recognition of the institutions that keep in their possession the
relics included in this collection is based on what we knew when we first started the compiling,
with some revisions as we later learned of the transfers that already occurred.

(5)There are unavoidably modifications in the English translation of the terms peculiar to the history

of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom. Readers are advised to refer to the Chinese text in case

ambiguity arises.
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