SERERE




FEREXE

BPEHRESHRLMH
FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHING AND RESEARCH PRESS
45 BENING




BALES: 01 - 2002 - 0833

M. E. Sokolik

Rethinking America 3 First Edition
Original Book ISBN: 0-8384-4732-5
Copyright © 1999 by Heinle & Heinle, a division of Thomson Learning

Original language published by Thomson Learning (a division of Thomson L.earning Asia Pte L.td). All Rights reserved. 733 J§ i
BB EHEERL R MAUTE, BES5,

Foreign Language Teaching and Research Press is authorized by Thomson lLearning to publish and distribute exclusively this edition.
This edition is authorized for sale in the People's Republic of China only (excluding Hong Kong, Macao SARs and Taiwan Province) .
Unauthorized export of this edition is a violation of the Copyright Act. No part of this publication may be reproduced or distributed by
any means, or stored in a database or retrieval system, without the prior written permission of the publisher. !

A 45 B I B ST AR R AU B 0 STE R AL M R R R 1T WRA RN R ARKHMEBEN(REESF SR
MEANTHEREBE)HE . RSB A BT DB NS RBBGENIT . REHRE TR BEFT, AELUEMH
REHHETEBRIEMBS .

PR % H (C1P) B8

FRIEEE 3/(%)RPHE 5T (Sokolik, M.E )4 & 5k HF, KB ER. —ILal: SMNEH-E S5 HRAE,2004.9
(BB FESE)
H AR : Rethinking America

ISBN 7 - 5600 — 4437 -9

I.® 0.QO%: O Q- . WiBE—EEFE—HM N. H319.4
O E R AR CIP B8 2 7 (2004) 5 089039 &

H R A: ZEX

wEHRSE: KBEH

HmEgit: = B X W

AR & 1T SMEHF 5B 90 H At

cALIE A =FALES 19 5 (100089)

: http: //www. fltrp. com

AL R EEEIRI) T
. 850x 1168 1/16 «
- 18.25

C2005E S HE LA 2005 5 A% 1 REIRI
. ISBN 7 — 5600 — 4437 -9
- 27.90 T

*HAFIHII A
* o SR M B EE

* :
ST EIR . % TT R (] R R AL 6 ]
HEERLR BRELRE

FRBLBR P2 I HLIE . (010)88817519



"HERNRXE" AFBEFE

ok kK kg K sk ok ok ko sk b e e e b sk ok b gk kR ke ke e e e e e sk kb ok o o ok ke

AL, SRR mR, ERZEH&EME, REMBEAREHA R REM
AMF ASHAL )G, ENFZEE, FRE . HEGEMRERF IR, A X IERERENH
BN E, CASH, BAGHE, BRIFAINEHFBRE LW —REE, @ik LB
PRak . DRAZEXPERIMEOR ., X4, R—aHLTHEMTMRASEE, SMEHERRABY
A%, HARELEH EN B ISR REERA HFE. HE, ATATIH—- ML,
SMBBE SIS HARAE IR R EIR, MARZ EERAS AR S #—E AR BB E", #
W ZSUER BN, ZSUEE R 12ARE LR, WERE TBUG . &5 . HRE.
HE . BESERETE S REERBCEBROHNIFEE, FhE ALK FE BNRIEHF
TR HE, MK HERE iR, MLEMEER, Hadl, UERSILB AR Atk
SHEE R, A R MIGERIE RIS, XERELREAEZNMN ., XERIEX
VP R B A 7 PR B B, REE NI E KE R E MR B MR E Ok T — R,
R RIEBIAE . WA RAEE FIEEIEME T - BEARHH . MREE ., B0E%
MIATE, X FRE] B R A %

KLk, AMTAR, %, #., 8. 5. FASESHES, RiE— ERRE¥40
MRI, BEMBAH (LHBRRPEREHERN) M (RFRBHERN (BITE)) @
P IC BRI E RLAE “INESE IR D IERE /17 A R R A A BCRMILAE S, HE, AA
HANA B RFEAB TRIVERGEE LS H5RS . Bk, SMNEBFRA AN KEK
VR B SE KGR 6 D A S 8 5 7 R B B 0 O o1 (4R 4R T B

ERRXA S, §REFEE. JFEPER “SPEE" (EFL) £ £ “$HES"
(ESL)? ENA/RARNKEEAPELREEE, LBV ERE IBSNEI SRR RE
&M SREN T MBLHE NE A TF R M sk . M B, HhgdEnn, xR
FHUKN., RMEAIZENST, BERIIERME N &GRSR E, HEH TR &R
i, WL BT A ANRARE, BRI T RIGER IR M EERZ, T
B, Bl ARHME N EEATRAMG . MEME L LE, BARIERRA JEEST, %
EEFFRFR LA ZR S B REMETRA, FRERR, PRMIN, i E R
FEE

RO T At A BRI WA, W FEEFE RO LG R & RN
R . BN TR, CRAREESEXZE LR EX AL, K& EH
PRI AT — RO s BRI AS R, SBRIAX BN MEXL, ANEAERRF FHE SR
Bhid e s o — MR EE R R, FEREEERRXEARMNARA KR, AN
R B, EEERHCAMES R ICENER., — @A, MR AR
Mt B—Jrm, MR REES XEZENEE SR, E S URIEEIBME



Xii “EBREXE" NELF

MR SR e TR BH W —T15ME, 20 & EHLHNIETE S (linguistic
competence ) B9, FtLACHEHIAE f1 (socio-pragmatic competence ) (L3, B4 H X1k
fiE7# (cultural competence ) A X —~ LB, = BB — A0, iRk, %2
— SN EEA R REES AG R BRANETY, ERE¥FSEMR 5IZE 7 MRk n ek
REf, BV BYSCIEH SR AR B4 oy URVEE S E . B se R bkat 2, BILRE
IR RAREIEHENE EES. HAMZEESmEMEERE, BW, 1. 5. iFW
Radi, ikl R EN T .

IERETXAEMNN, “SGEREE" ABMNRS E1ITE 7RI REHE 1 BFR
BRI Rt E, B IR B T M CHMIR T XE A PO, B df
)b AR AT RERE BV, DAMERH . R . RSN T, WTRGOE R RIS | TR
TofE T IRAK IAMARIN 1, RIS 0 1E8, BN AR T A R fR
B HW R T T m RS, MR, ARG, ARG ISR, BTt
PETHM@E S RSN REM SR EM . TSR B SN 5R
KR ZEM KR, IERITA NS T S21 22 B PR IMEBE T E N RRTIR A

B2, “SOERVESOR " KRBT BEIEE RIEHE RN SR HeE H R
TR, U2 RAMBE RN (KR TLUB SN NER, DU STLCRRAE D MR,
DASE A PRaE Sy A H B, R F 4RI THOS SRS A . EAHEEE A % 2 MR
XEIEE ) EEARKORG S, RHEEXEANBSRIT RIEEHRMERA,

AT,

B EY
KR
-1k B



g iz

AAAAA A AL A AR AL AR AR E R A A AT A A A A ALK AT A RN A A bk ok x

—. IR &
RiGBYAE N

CRZIIEFF RN B oE “RaEMiEmeh” A — " BEEMHER, TR,
BRI IEHE A FM1F 2] FATIE S IR0y — WS AR HE. BriEMiE, KELEEE S A,
CRAT SR BN RA THIIHTAE S M. ik HAYATE, 2] # R U E
B A -, HEFEIEID EER D THEHIEL ., REMEESPLENE, AL
2 HRR. WY MiAFIRAH 58 TR, S s S % Fhbdisdist, e, 5k
. AR E. SRR HAYR ] AV IE S iR, 3 BEIEM SR AR T,

BOE RHE IER)— RED AW BN, BEE VISR MiRik 48, N E £ HIRIE S min, ix
FEFE BT (% FRAREY Bk FUBRMEE A I KRV IH,

)ik PR B RS fh (RBI& "TLA 5r o =4~ ik # 2 P (literal comprehension) |
AR (inferential comprehension) Fiif {/r#: 58 ¢ (critical comprehension), %
MR R XENFEES, KEAMERISEREFEBEENI I E, FHH
AR 00 25 SR T 3 b BT RSN AR A O AR . A — B SR AV BELRE Y 1% X
SRR, RE AR E T ATIR . VRO MR SO TR 152 B AR L Bl Lo TRy, BIBE
EEF AR AR R, B TATAY, peSh . WERIKAIRE SRk A 6], B T g
FRRR BOBRE , TRATE ATLAARYE T (618 el i3t I WO E T 41800 DI 25,

HURY,  FRB ko A2 3608 DR RE DAY R L E R0 4 feis . 1ol B S . 1 R
TALK. WRAIAHRR. BHIRERE KRG, (M, B4R &BIEAE D, MM ULTILY BiAF .

1. ¥FXETTCR

T R B 1By il Talil2 4% 20 R A A BER R SS DDLU 2 Wi, 64— s 45 %
RVIC L/ i, AW MBIRIL, 85 KL E TRLFW AT R, Ba. At 2 A
e b Adnlil - Bwe?

1) 8 is] do—— 25 Fmistng I v

W AR PO I, ACERTEIE 2, EAE. $BIEN, B TR, K7L,
A IA] AL LA IFLIRTRE T4 R, DABA#HEA: , T B2(1 “NE3RUEAR” AU &, WAME HES stk
VIR - 2E el Aria] guth ATUAE IR IR Gh1m R IB, SRPIWE A L. iR £ LAE i, Xt
AR REIE, BTN SCEX. wEMR AFHEAE B iR dchudr . B R IR,

2) FP Rk —— A A R

B A B LT, B sy SRR T MRk MR, RiE MR EE
T Sfbik. Gk, IRAE B, TESE oIl o R bb B, ORI A W B AT A AS
WIS RS, B aTUL B A0 iR 5 B Ry IR A A R iR M, AT IS B B R
KAWL B H Y, #9188 EAT AR IR (TICE 0 . BRARIA 3, Wi B ¥ K Iai & BT 455
BARRY CHE T, IR AR . ATER. SRR S SIE R A= AT,
3) JIZBE—— b K e Z %

Bk FFEP A& %5 “To read well, you need a strong vocabulary. To build a
strong vocabulary, you need to read well.” ix#)if# i F& LT &, KT 5.
S FIl S BAiE, PR SRR IR K BAVIRLIL. ik BRAy DS AR AR G0 3] IR B e 22 0]
15, MBS eTUAHekhdt 16l K78 B, KA KiaiC 80 8302 12,



xiv &i2

2. BFERA®EAR

Hk IR R PR E T 2B ER . mREEIRER T “MEHHEET B
R, EHEME R CFRTT, s AEEMIEM T HTE SN, M2
HEIR R, REED FHRLEEEN U TR ERE ., 8ok P84 ARMBAOKD.
AR, B R B ESE o, SRR T (B A)FRIEIEMIRIE ), MRS
RSy, T &I Z MEIRX R, Sl xR RER W, REERE TS —H, (E5E
M b)f-E8 AT AR, IBEE R, A—ABREE, AIXHEE MR ER T Wi iy sy
W, BiRIEE D FBORE, EABRKE, WRAFIELNFEERNRR, BRE IR
SEICHET MU S, SAFRIMER, TEIESRFECIPETOEWN R, SIHiEk A, hetfk
B AR, EXMERPETRE, ERBEND MM EHTIEEAN, R
ST WIRL, AW HEBNE FEEA . (LR BRHERRIISE R .

3. /WL WRMIA

EERXIMEE, —RXE, BEETREE LRBRIEZRS 6. Hhir. hfn
WA, T RS [E KR X AR SR, A WD R e] SO R T AN R A K
FAHRAMOESHAED F SRR . Bk, ik AR ] E SmiR,
iR ER Y fLsmiR, @it MiEE T Mk SIE EF I AN k. LR R E.LOR
BAHXEIEERW AN, BREE, RORE, EEEEERERRZH.

4. WIWRRRKI5

Bl Eh B —FEAGED ., CH L BEERMRNIERIEAEAK. RIZFENILE RS
A Tix e AL gEREE SRS . |OTIAH, @ LA ERATEL R & (2] 12 B RERE 0 .
1) 54 e it b B 1 LA R
R X ERER A FORNE, £ HREERTHR.OER AU HA R EIRGED.
2) Y8 LB S R 1: VAR B B e
XEMNEEREEKRREPISMA LA, THRXEEE B CEN R T2
— . ‘2t1iE£what happened, why / how / where / when it happened % | 7 3# i%8t, 4531
R % — 2 & R AR RYSC R, RIS BRE A, AR K BRI LR G
BMEE LA e ERIRME .
3) PR XS C s mREEE M DM BRI, B e s O NLITRE )
B R — SeE g /by SCE, R FA) .
4) % 17 He PEAR QUM 20 B O 8% 50 M F:45 SR PG PR, 5 2k P S M e )y

e B IR K Y RAMIR SEE QW E I AVEE R, R iR e s 2 E ik A m il
hEME W &FEE Hoh BB E bk . FA ULUET B A IR 48 x5 i3 EE D8 AT
. PR, wEMOME, Bl 525858 6. FHIL 55 SNEHME GULR HE
FLREE, BEAREREEEEFRER, BmiREGeh s mEL.

B2z, Mg -1TEadi, iR aER — 1 BFistry 2. 4 B ik
NI AR LA TR BER, s BIMIE R EEI6 8, A REWRIE % R



. KEMAS
5] =3 1)

8% Xxv

CRRIREEDY B AF ER&RIERIRE NN EETESN — BE& MR R 7S5
B, AEERFELANDBEHRE)HREALKR. EBEFACER Tk, o)z, &
FEIRE, PRI, HeR . ER/NRE . EEEE, AFNARBR T B TREBNG A, B
RIS BER S5 H BT AR s UL IR, I HER RIS IES S ER b, B
L5 MEME B3h 5 38, X - s FRiEEe]) to B8, @d B w5, F4 TR
ATLAE S anfaf L o0 ft, WEEH S SA BRIt T tb 8 2%, BRI E kR
A XL 212,

REFEOHIEMGHES. EMEIGE 108, &5 8H 5 — 4 328 H 205 1% 8
F— T REBTXERN/NERM, B0/ A AERNIET EHK, o9 NT ERY fas
Wit EEA E, BREIEHE N, S8 0B EIEUT &5

1. W3

TEIEFC BIE FF A2 AT — S0 M bbbk, L5 S MR SC M R IR A . M,
EAIBEE, LIRS XE FRH AR &,
2. LR
o )R8 K IR EL A SO 15 BOLIRR R, B an A7 Xy s i LIS AN 4%,
3. EEST
4. EIMKT)
(1% PERR . TERE B Bif MARHGE A7 Tl Y30 B A A SR )R,
)ik SKRE . EiIREF AT BB BRI E T Mo SRR IR RS, 45 A
EIC T, SRIGRIT B SR AL 4k
falil . TR IR R T, ORFFER, 1, MEHmws, Ekedt
FROR R BT IR
RIER%E. EREABAFRNEYHOCWMAS2BHAR K, Hlasl
S, AR IR REE,
5. RBLKS):
HERBIRAESEA S ] W Al R b DU S B AR Bk,
e GHEE . WA FIRE TR SHNE A - - R A IR, SR Kk E A
Ay A5,
e BN BEXASHEES ., ABIRHERRESH, LR
ICH G XS ES%,
BRYM &GS - WAEIE AL, SiFA . 7045 00 SR M E A e 5 eIl
EIR ST RYTES) .

6. MIRHE .

BERAHEREEALEIEHEM (CNN) ZF RS FQR AR B 58 XRE

M, AL,

BT IR EA BRI ARSI G, W) KIS EE M ER . R AE S
B LA R EavE B M LM, Btk g

Ly xb s 1500 55 LUR 505 55 MO 1 S8

2) IR SCHRRE METT OIS X B,



Xvi §i¥

3) MR R iR A R TR CaE TR
FROTMI . XEE M BRI . A SR BB R 0 R B B R SR B S A 2 3
BUPH Ax, 24 FEOR. e g R I ) IR RIE K ORI BURAY ST .

PELA L BON PR AT AR SR IERY T ORIHA .

LY
RPN LI



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Ee

********************ﬁiﬂ********************

The fact that only my name appears on the cover seems
a misrepresentation. Many, many people have helped in
putting these volumes together. First and foremost, |
would like to thank my Developmental Editor, John
Chapman. His clarity of vision, insightful ideas, and
masterful organization made this process much
smoother than it otherwise would have been. Second, 1
would like to thank Erik Gundersen, Senior Editor,
Heinle & Heinle for his unstinting support of the series
and its expansion. I would also like to express my
appreciation to Amy Lawler, Managing Developmental
Editor, for doing such a great job in pulling all the pieces
together and making sure everything was done right.

Other people at Heinle & Heinle have made valuable
contributions as well. Joyce LaTulippe, Associate
Developmental Editor, and Jonathan Boggs, Marketing
Development Director, helped with the initial
conception and development of the series. Jill Kinkade,
Assistant Editor and Anne Sokolsky, Permissions Editor,
dealt with the near-impossible task of getting rights to
the authentic selections. And Becky Stovall, CNN
Executive Producer in Atlanta, tracked down all the
CNN video clips used in the series.

I also want to thank the reviewers and focus-group
participants, whose insights and suggestions aided in
the revision of the original text and in the conception
of the two new volumes in the series:

Leslie Adams, Santa Ana College, CA
Alicia Aguirre, Cafiada College, CA
Thom Allen, Chabot College, CA

Angelina Arellanes-Nunez, El Paso Community
College, TX

Mardelle Azimi, California State University at
Fullerton, CA

Victoria Badalamenti, LaGuardia Community
College, NY

Gerald Lee Boyd, Northern Virginia Community
College, VA

Pam Breyer, Braille Institute, CA
Mary Lou Byrne, Triton College, IL
Judi Camacho, Harper College, IL

Karen Carlson, Contra Costa College, CA
Jennifer Castello, Caitada College, CA

Anne Dorobis, Language Training Institute, NJ
Kathleen Flynn, Glendale Community College, CA
Ellen Clegg, ELS Language Center, CA

Patty Heiser, University of Washington Extension,
WA

Jan Herwitz, ELS Language Center, San Francisco,
CA

Gregory Keech, City College of San Francisco, CA
Julie Kim, University of Pennsylvania, PA
Tay Leslie, ELS Language Center, Los Angeles, CA

Kathleen Letellier, University of California
Berkeley Extension, CA

Emily Lites, American Business English, CO
Robyn Mann, Harper College, IL

Roxanne Nuhaily, University of California, San
Diego Extension, CA

Judith L. Paiva, Northern Virginia Community
College, VA

Anita Razin, Santa Ana College, CA

Jan Rinaldi, Rio Hondo College, CA

Sandy Saldana, Triton College, IL

Irene Schoenberg, Hunter College, NY

Jane Selden: LaGuardia Community College, NY

Kathy Van Ormer, EDTP UAW-Ford National
Programs Center, IL

Rose White, Lindsay Hopkins Technical Education
Center, FL

James Wilson, Mount San Antonio College, CA

Finally, I want to thank every student who has ever
said to me, “I don’t understand.” That statement alone
has prompted me to try to put into writing answers to
important questions. I hope I have succeeded.

—M. E. Sokolik



-« DEDICATION

********************ﬂﬁ********************

To Jim Duber



wwimenc. . PREFACE

*********t**********'ﬁﬂ'g*******************‘k

Rethinking America is a multi-skill cultural series for
students of English as a Second Language. Each book
has ten broad topic areas. However, the subject matter
in these areas varies from book to book. Rethinking
America incorporates authentic texts as a source of
reading. Authentic texts give the student an entry into
understanding American culture by hearing authentic
voices about their views and experiences. These
readings also represent a variety of genres: newspaper
articles and essays, poems, short stories, charts, graphs,
and many others.

The readings and activities throughout Rethinking
America foster cultural awareness, understanding, and
interaction among students, and between students and
their local settings, whether they are studying English
in the U.S. or in another country. This series is intended
to get students to examine not only American cultural
values, but their own cultural values as well. Through
these readings and activities, students engage in mean-
ingful dialogues, and in the process, refine their English
language skills.

Many of the changes and additions in this new edi-
tion stem from the thoughtful suggestions of students
and teachers who have used Rethinking America over
the years and from the suggestions of reviewers who
carefully examined all three new manuscripts as we
developed the series. It was extremely gratifying to be
able to make use of these ideas as we expanded the
original book into a three-book series.

This expansion involved several different types of
changes. First of all, there are two new books at the
intermediate and high-intermediate levels. Secondly, we
have increased the scope of the reading comprehension
sections, added specific reading strategies instruction
in each chapter, and provided some exciting new an-
cillary components, including a video segment to ac-
company each chapter and an Almanac containing
supplementary information at the back of each book.
Thirdly, all follow-up activities now include exercises
which are relevant to students who are using the book
in a setting outside of the United States as well as within
the US.

ERRERAE G =
ORGANIZATION

Chapter Organization Each chapter is organized
around a central theme and divided into two subthemes.

Each subtheme contains two readings that examine
the topic from different points of view.

INTRODUCTORY MATERIALS

Before You Read Each reading is introduced by a
photo, chart, or some other visual opener related to the
reading topic. A brief preview of the reading follows,
and students are encouraged to think about what they
already know about the topic and to answer some ques-
tions about the preview.

Cultural Cues Information that may be culture-spe-
cific, such as references to television shows or histori-
cal figures, is explained before the reading.

About the Author Brief biographies of many of the
authors are included. Photos of major figures in Ameri-
can culture are also provided.

THE READING

Each reading includes line numbers for easy reference
by the student and teacher. In addition, some words
are highlighted for quick reference.

Within each chapter, a video segment related to the
topic and obtained from the CNN video archives is
listed. Each video clip is accompanied by a set of sug—
gested discussion questions.

EXPANSION MATERIALS

Check Your Comprehension Following each reading
are five or more questions regarding the content of the
reading.

Reading Strategy A specific reading strategy is high-
lighted in each follow-up reading activity. A brief state-
ment about the strategy appears in a box in the margin
along with a reference to the Reading Strategy Guide in
the front of the book which contains a more complete
explanation of the strategy.

Vocabulary In this section, students work with the
vocabulary from the reading. The activities are varied
and designed to keep the interest level high: some ask
the students to think about the grammatical context of
vocabulary, such as the use of prepositions in idiomatic
phrases; some are matching and filling in the blank exer-
cises; still others are games, such as word searches or
crossword puzzles. .

Think About It This section asks students to go
beyond the factual content of a reading and relate their
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own knowledge and experience to the themes that are
introduced. These questions sometimes ask students to
apply their understanding to projects, such as partici-
pating in simulations, or looking at outside materials
such as magazines and newspapers.

Synthesis At the end of each chapter, a section of
exercises and activities helps students integrate the
ideas presented in the four readings of each chapter.
These activities are designed to be relevant to students
inside as well as outside the U.S.

Discussion and Debate This section presents sev-
eral questions that can be used for class discussion or
debate. This activity encourages students to come up
with their own questions, as well.

Writing Topics The writing topics present different
levels of writing tasks, from simple question-and-
answer assignments or single-paragraph writing, to
journal entries and short essays.

On Your Own This section suggests projects that can
be done outside of class. These activities include

watching videos, conducting surveys, doing library or
Internet research, as well as an array of other student-
centered pursuits.

BONUS FEATURES

CNN Video Segments Each volume of the Rethink-
ing America series has an accompanying CNN video.
The clips on this video are closely tied to one or more
of the readings in the Rethinking America text.
Questions are included in the text to foster discussion
of the video. The video transcriptions are available and
appear in the CNN video package.

The Almanac An almanac filled with stimulating and
rich cultural information is found at the back of each
book. It includes a list of major events in U.S. history,
temperature conversion tables, and other general
information.

Answer Keys All answer keys are offered in the part
following the almanac for the sake of the learner’s
convenience of checking them after finishing the
exercises.
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The following reading strategies are introduced and practiced in Rethinking

America 3:

Active Reading Reading actively means creating questions and comments
about a text as you read it. This can help you understand and remember
ideas and information. As you read, write questions and comments in the
margin of your reading.

Finding and Understanding the Main Idea The main idea is the central,
most important/idea in the reading. Finding and understanding the main idea
will help you understand the central purpose of the reading.

Identifying Topic Sentences A topic sentence states the main idea of the
reading. Finding the topic sentence will help you understand the key
message of the reading.

Making Inferences Inferences are conclusions you make from informa-
tion available to you. Sometimes readings contain suggestions rather than
direct statements. When this happens, you have to guess, or make an infer-
ence about the message or purpose of the readmg

Reading Aloud Reading Aloud simply means speaking what you are read-
ing, rather than reading silently. When you read aloud you hear the sound of
words and phrases. Reading aloud can help you understand new words and
information.

]
Scanning Scanning means reading quickly, without reading every word, in
order to find specific information in a reading.

Skimming Skimming means reading quickly, without reading every word,
in order to get the main idea of a reading. When you skim, look at titles,
illustrations and anything else in a reading that will quickly give you
information.

Summarizing Summarizing means taking only the most important ideas
and information from a reading and putting them in your own words. Try
fitting your summaries on index cards.
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Understanding Arguments To understand an argument made by an au-
thor, you must identify what the anthor wants to convince you of, and find
the ideas the author uses to support this argument.

Understanding by Categorizing Categorizing means placing information
into groups or categories. Putting ideas into two or more different categories
can help you get a better understanding of the relationships between ideas
in a reading.

Understanding Contrasts Contrasting means comparing two things to
see the differences between them. You can use two different color highlight-
ers to mark contrasting ideas in a text.

Understanding Definitions Definitions are the meanings of words. Often,
the definition of an unfamiliar word can be found in the reading itself. You
can learn the meaning of a difficult word by looking at how the word is used
in the sentence or surrounding sentences.

Understanding Descriptions Descriptions are explanations of what
something is like. Good descriptions help the reader to get a strong picture
of what is being described.

Understanding Dialect A dialect is a form of a language spoken in one
part of a country which is different from the standard official language.
Readings sometimes include dialects to give the reader a feel for the sound
of the language in certain regions of the country.

Understanding Humor Sometimes it can be difficult to understand the
humor of another language and culture. However, by looking out for areas
where the author exaggerates, or writes something which is clearly the
opposite of what is true (sarcasm), you can often spot areas of humor in a
reading.

Understanding Intention Understanding intention means understanding
the reason the author wrote the piece.

Understanding Long Sentences When trying to understand a long sen-
tence, it helps to break the sentence down into smaller parts.
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Understanding Point of View The same situation can be looked at differ-
ently by different people. A point of view is the way one person sees a
situation. Sometimes the author is not the only one with a clear point of
view—the characters or people quoted within the text can also have their
own points of view.

Understanding Processes A process is a sequence of related events.
Understanding the process of events in a reading helps you see the order in
which events happen. Look for words like “first,” “second,” “then,” “next,”
and “finally” to help you understand a process.

Understanding Through Outlining An outline is a numbered, structured
grouping of the main points of a reading. Creating an outline helps you
understand the structure of a reading by giving you a simplified picture of
these main points.
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