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INTRODUCTION

1. REAL-LIFE CHINESE is a course designed for use on a
self-study and tutorial basis or in the classroom. The students can al-
so employ it to test themselves on HSK (Advanced Level) Listening
Comprehension. This course should be found suitable for:

(1) students who have reached HSK Level 5;

(2) students who have completed Modern Chinese— Beginner's
Course, or who have completed any other elementary Chinese
course ;

(2) students who have studied Chinese for two terms in a Chi-
nese university;

(4) students who have spent 500 classroom lessons of approxi-

mate 50 minutes each.

2. For use on a self-study basis. For a variety of reasons, most
universities have not offered this course. Considering this, in the
course of compiling the book, we first made it suitable for private
study. When studying on their own, the students must have perse-
verance and patience. In practice, the student will find it difficult to
catch most recorded passages after listening first time and cannot
make the correct answer choice of the exercise. He has to listen re-
peatedly until he catch the passage. The student cannot simply do
the exercise of multiple choice in the book. Because of the single
form of exercise we were subject to, we were not allowed to design
other forms of exercise to check the student’s detailed understand-
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ing. Therefore, after finishing the exercise in the book, the student
is required to listen the passage again and again and then ask himself
questions, think more deeply about the subject. The student shouid
avoid locking at the tapescript when doing listening practice. When
the student still can not understand the passage, of course, he may
refer to the tapescript, then listen again—this is also a method used
in learning. Individual tutoring can compensate for some limitations
of study in the classroom. The tutored student will find it a more
useful tool than studying on his own. According to the actual Chi-
nese level of the student, the tutor may train the student to listen
and do the exercise one passage after another, or selectively, With
the help of the tutor, the student should do not only the exercises in
the book, but also other forms of supplementary exercises for more
detailed understanding.

3. For use in the classroom. The universities skould offer the
real-life Chinese listening course if they could. This book has provid-
ed a number of live recordings which are essential teaching materials
for use in class, and repeated listening practice is an important link
in classroom teaching. In 1994 we compiled Real-Life Chinese— A
Course for Aural Comprehension. A textbook for use in class, it has
realized satisfactory results—well-received by the students. Howev-
er, we have found some limitations of the book after use. Compared
with the old textbook, the new one has made a great improvement ;
full-paragraph texts have changed into different short passages,
which have been arranged in accordance with difficulty into differ-
ent units in different volumes; the material are more original and
richer and at the same time form a“spiral staircase”. But the exercis-
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es in the book are not far enough to meet the need of classroom
teaching. According to the students’ level, the contents of the
recordings, his understanding of the recorded passages and arrange-
ment for teaching, the teacher can supplement other forms and con-
tents of exercises such as Question and answer, Retell the text, True
or false, Fill in the blanks. The teaching plan can be made according
to the students’ condition. The three volumes may be used for two

to three terms (four teaching periods per week).

4. For the student to test himself on HSK Listening Compre-
hension. HSK (Advanced Level) Listening Comprehension requires
the testee to “have the ability to understand the dialogues and talks
in putonghua or lightly-accented putonghua delivered at normal
speed or slight more than normal speed (from 180 to 240 characters
per minute) from broadcasts and in various social activities. ¥ (some
passages in the book are delivered at a speed of 400 characters per
minute) “and in conversation, have the ability to catch the meaning
of incomplete and substandard sentences, and get the right words
when there is a slight interference. ” (Liu Lianli: On tke Design of
Advanced Chinese Proficiency Test) Those requirements are actually
the ones of the real-life listening materials. What HSK (Advanced
Level) differs from HSK (Ordinary Level (Elementary Level and
Intermediate Level)] is in that the former contains real-life listening
texts. Till this day, this course has not been universally offered.
Many students are clear that this course is very difficult and there is
no good way to improve their listening ability. This book will lead
them to an advanced level through private study. The features of the
real-life listening pieces heve been fully considered in collecting and
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making the recordings; the drills become progressively harder. The
exercises have been designed after the real-life listening exercise of
HSK (Advanced Level) Listening Comprehension, which are very
suitable for the student to test himself. Of course, in order to pass
HSK (Advanced Level), the student has to study on his own if he
has no other choice. The student will certainly get good marks in
this respect so long as he does exercises in listening patiently and
earnestly.

5. Orgznization of materials. This course comprises three vol-
umes: Real-Life Chinese—An Elementary Textbook for Aural Com-
prehension, Real-Life Chinese—An Intermediate Texthook for Aural
Com prehension and Real-Life Chinese— An Advanced Textbook for
Aural Com prehension. Each volume is divided into six units, each of
which contains 8 to 20 recorded passages of different lengths, with
40 to 50 designed questions. There are about 5 questions given on
every real-life listening passage of HSK (Advanced Level), whose
length is about 1 to 3 minutes. The division of the book into volumes
and units is closely related to HSK (Advanced Level). An Elemen-
tary Textbook for Aural Comprehension contains 118 short recorded
Passages in all, each of which gives two questions—it can be called
the preparatory stage for HSK (Advanced Level); An Intermediate
Textbook for Aural Com prehension contains 76 a little longer record-
ed passages, each of which gives 3 to 4 questions—it can be called
the near-to HSK (Advanced Level) stage; An Advanced Textbook
Sor Aural Comprehension contains 50 much longer recorded pas-
sages, each of which gives 4 to 7 questions—it is parallel in level to
HSK (Advanced Level), and some of the passages are probably more
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difficult than HSK (Advanced Level). Each volume consists of three
parts; Multiple Choice, Tapescripts and Standard Key- “Multiple
Choice” takes the practice form of the live recordings section of
HSK (Advanced Level) Listening Comprehension—choose the cor-
rect answer from the four choices marked A, B, C and D. Before
the “Multiple Choice” exercise of each unit, you can find the
“hint”, which gives a summary of the features and difficulty of this
unit. In the “Tapescripts” part, you can find the “note” following
each text, which has specifically introduced the origin of and the
speakers, situation and cultural background in the selected passage.
Meanwhile, some points have been made about the language of the
passage, such as colloquialism, dialecticism, substandard places in
pronunciation and grammar. Some hints , where necessary ;have been
made to the students who will study on their own. In explaining the
key, hard and new words and expressions, we have followed the
step-by-step principle. In An Elementary Textbook for Aural Com-
prehension and An Intermediate Texthook for Aural Comprehension,
we have explained these words and expressions in the following
rule: notes become gradually less with the increase of the difficulty
of the recorded passages and hard words. Notes are given less in An
Advanced Textbook for Aural Comprehension, though there are far
harder words and expressions in this volume than in An Elementary
Textbook for Aural Comprehension and An Intermediate Textbook
for Aural Com prehension. We think that with the improvement of
the ability to understand the real-life listening materials, words and
expressions and grammar are not a chief obstacle of listening com-
prehension; when the students encounter new words and expres-
“sions, they should be trained to skip over these obstacles and have
14



the ability to get their basic meaning. And this is one of the aims we

expect the book to achieve.

The Compilers
May 1996
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