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During the thousand years after Jinshi was established in Sui dynas-
ty, the imperial examination system is one of the oldest systems that
changed the least but exerted the most importance, and one system that
wag/;;ated to the fates of numerous intellectuals. The success of the im-

perial examination was the main way to become the court attendant. It

was stipulated in Ming dynasty that all the court attendants should be se-

lected through the imperial examination, otherwise they were not allowed
to become court attendants. In Ming dynasty, Jinshi that were selected

once every three years constituted the most important source of talents.

~The number of Jinshi in one region was one of the criteria to judge the

achievement of the regional magistrates, so the fame not only became the
aim of many households, but also the goal of regional organizations that
were seeking. For there was the record of the name list of Jinshi in Ming
dynasty, which can be analyzed metrically and the number of participants
all over the country can be compared, the number of Jinshi became the
most important and the most objective criteria to measure the educational
level of one region.

There is one saying about Fujian, situated in southeast China, ‘ The
Sea embraces southeast corner, the wild goose would not come even if
there is high sky’. The geographical condition restricted the development

to a great extent. When the central China entered its peak in three dy-
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ﬂ nasties including Xia, Shang, and Zhou, Fujian was still regared as the

remote region. There left the only name * Qimin’ . After Yongjia warring

¢+ period, the Han cuture of Bamin started in Jin, developed in Tang and
4.-' ”
s = . . . o . ‘ s ; a 3
/== thrived in song. The imperial examination of Fujian province in Ming dy-
- 20
./, nasty was also very successful and ranked No. 4 throughout China, No. 1

b

in terms of its population. The number of Jinshi in Ming dynasty was big,
forming the famous regional group. It is worthwhile studying the phenome-
| IH";’, non. Up to now, there has not been the direct, corresponding research
on it. The thesis tries to investigate the achievement of the the imperial
/!, examination of Jinshi in the special region from the perspectives of the
history of development and education. The writer thinks that the discus-
sion of important and regular phenomenon that was rarely touched has its
obvious significance in the academic circle.

The thesis consists of 7 chapters and 2 appendixes of academic data.

Chapter 1 ° The Profound Influence of Historic Traditions’. The
reasons why the imperial examination was successful in Fujian in Ming
dynasty was elaborated in terms of the good cultural and historic tradition

2 and instrutions of the famous scholars. It consists of two sections./Ln' sec-

tion 1, the writer describes the historic relics of old Mingyue culture in
pre-Qin period and the conbination of Han and Yue cultures in Liang-
Han, Wei, Jin, South and North dynasties, which was the beginning
when confucius entered Min. Section 2 indicates that Anshi warring peri-
od was the turing point of the flourishing cuture in Fujian. The people in
Fujian started to perform outstandingly in the fields such as the imperial
examination and literature, according to the research of relevant schol-
ars, the number of Jinshi in Fujian in Tang and Five dynasties was calcu-

lated; Song and Yuan dynasty is the resuscitating period. Especially in

g



Song dynasty, the imperial examination was an exceptionally grand occa-
sion. The imperial examination system was at a low ebb and played the
commection role and made contributions to the flourishing cultural and
educational cause in Ming dynasty and made preparations for the resur-
ging imperial examinations.

Chapter 2 * A Brief Summary on the Imperial Examination System in
the Peak Time of Ming Dynasty’. There are numerous academic books
and dissertations on the imperial examination system on the correction of
some popular errors. The relevant content of imperial examination system

in Fujian was discussed, ranging from the number of winners, the main

examiners to the number of winners.

| Chapter3 * A Summary on the Historic Data of Jinshi of Fujian in
Hing Dynasty’ . The writer has given a detailed introduction on the histo-
ry of Jinshi in Fujian with the appropriate comment. Meanwhile, the re-
gional historic record was added to clarify.

Chapter 4 * On the Characteristics of Jinshi in Fujian in Ming Dy-

" nasty’. At first, according to the various historic data, the total number

of Jinshi was 24 ;876 and there were 2,417 in Fujian. The writer draws
one proportion chart of jinshi in Fujian province compared with that of
the whole China, examines carefully on the relevant historic data. Then,
the allocating regularity and features are analyzed scientifically with ref-
erence to the charts on the regional allocation of various courts and
states. Moreover, four features about talents of Fujian in Ming dynasty
was summarized.

Chapter 5 ‘ The Prosperity of the Imperial Examination Education of
Fujian in Ming Dynasty . The writer concludes that the educational

cduse of Fujian in Ming dynasty mainly aimed at the imperial examination
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system, seeking simplicity and fame in terms of the developed court
study, fame-seeking Shuyuan, the prosperity of Shexue and Zuxue that
serve to cultivate talents and the appearance of society for imperial exam-
ination etc.

Chapter 6 ‘ The Fast Development of Social Economic Development
of Fujian in Ming Dynasty’ . The economic development is closely related
to the number of talents and there are always numerous talents in the re-
gion that has witnessed great economic progress. The conclusion can be
testified in the sharp rise of figures in Zhangzhou court of mid and late
Ming dynasty. Thus, the writer presents a detailed description of the
great achievements of social economy of Fujian in Ming dynasty such as
the commercial trend of agriculture and forestry, the developed handicraft
industry and township commercial activities.

Chapter 7 * The Prosperity of the Block Printed Edition Trade of Fu-
jian in Ming Dynasty’. Since Song dynasty, Fujian had always been one
of important block printed edition’s centers in our country. During Ming
dynasty the block printed edition tade of Fujian made further strides.
There were several characteristics on block printed edition of Fujian, col-
lections of Baguwen on the imperial examination. Besides the collectins
of model essays on Shiwen, such as Chengmo, Fanggao, Xingjuan etc,
there was a type of comprehensive books for the exam, and a lot of popu-
lar books, folk daily practical books, Chinese medicine books as well.
The rapid development of the block printed trade of Fujian not only en-
hanced the whole literary attainment of scholars in Fujian, but also
strengthened their competitive ability in nationwide exam.

There are 2 appendixes with preciousd academic value after the body

of dissertation: ‘The Name List and Reference Jinshi in various courts.,
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states, counties of Fujian in Ming dynasty’.

Key words: imperial examnation; Fujian province; Jin-shi;

Ming dynasty.
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