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Unit 1

Education

Learning Focus:

In this unit you will

*
*
L 2

*
*
4

familiarize yourself with a magazine article concerning education.

learn the vocabulary related to this topic.

learn to use context clues to guess the meaning of unfamiliar- words and
phrases.

learn to read between the lines.

learn translation skills—introductory.
familiarize yourself with visa forms.

Getting ready to read

Today, a good education is rapidly becoming a necessity for anybody who wants to earn a decent
living. The following statements help you examine your personal view of education. Indicate if you
believe each statement is TRUE or FALSE. Be prepared to give reasons for your answer.

ERl EEE]

SO Ov P e

Text 1

An education is a basic human right—every person is entitled to an education.

Parents can decide their children’s choice of school.

Schooling should be equal and open to all. No one should be discriminated against.
Schools should focus only on the “basics™: reading, writing, arithmetic etc.

Schools should be places where young people can grow in body, mind and spirit.
Athletics, clubs, social events and creative arts are a part of each person’s education.
University experts and teachers are responsible for making decisions about the schools.
The Government is the correctrpany to decide what is best for the schools.

i

An Education in Cynicism

Robert J. Samuelson

1. College admissions in America have become an overwrought and frenzied ritual, driven by the



2 English This Way # 53 B4 oFnt £isgEnE

anxieties of striving students and middie-class parents who worry that if Stephen and Suzie don’t

get into the “right” college their lives will be ruined. This is a myth, but one hard to demolish and

especially at this time of year, when most applications are being completed. Worsé, all the pressures

and absurdities of the process are now needlessly magnified by colleges that resort more and more

to “early admissions”—a practice rightly characterized as a “racket” by writer James Fallows in a

recent Atlantic Monthly.

2. The most selective colleges and universities sin the most. Iy the fall of 2000, there were about

1.2 million entering freshmen at four-year schools. Of these, only 163,004 applied for early

admissions, according to the College Board. But Harvard routinely admits 55 to 60 percent of its

freshman class early; at the University of Pennsylvania the proportion is 40 to 50 percent. The

College Board found 41 schools where the share exceeded 30 percent and 464 four-year schools—a

fourth of the total—that offered some sort of early admissions. (Early-admissions mean that

students submit their applications before the standard January deadline and are typicaﬂy admitted in

December or January, rather than in the spring.)

3. Let us now count early admissions’ drawbacks:

® It’s unfair, because it discriminates against students who apply later. A study of 14 of the
country’s most selective schools by researchers at Harvard found that applying early gave
students a significant advantage, equal to about a 100-point jump in their SAT scores. (The
researchers couldn’t reveal schools’ names, but they presumably included many Ivies and
schools like Amherst and Stanford.)

® [t forces students to make premature choices about where to apply. They haven’t visited
enough schools, talked to enough friends, thought about it enough. “There’s a tremendous
growth that occurs in the 12th grade,” says Dean Strassburger, a college counselor at Lincoln
Park High School in Chicago, “Early decision is rushing this along.”

® It inflicts unnecessary cruelty. Getting rejected once is bad enough. Now students can get

rejected twice. The most selective schools still don’t accept most early-admissions candidates.
Harvard admits about one in six (the acceptance rate for “regular” admissions is about one in
eighteen). .

® [t worsens “senioritis”—the academic letdown aﬁer college acceptances are received, “A lot
of these kids, the second they get their decisions, are in your office saying, ‘I want to drop
Modern European History,” says Scott White, a guidance counselor at Montclair High School
in New Jersey. 4

4. Sure, students accepted under early admissions benefit. Their ordeal is over. But in general, the

practice has “adverse effects on high-school students,” says Yale president Richard C. Levin.

Although Yale now admits about 40 percent of its class through early admissions, Levin has

become an open (and rare) critic among college and university leaders. The problems and

contradictions will multiply, because as more students and parents become aware of the advantages

of applying early, more will do so. More early choices will be made with less conviction. Already,

Yale’s early applications have doubled since 1996. If colleges accept more early candidates,

discrimination and premature senioritis will increase. If the rejection rate rises, so will gratuitous
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cruelty. , 4
5. What motivates colleges and universities? Mainly self-interest that, at most, is only partially

defensible. The University of Pennsylvania is one of the few schools can do enough to admit that it
favors candidates who apply early. “The majority of students on campus at Penn are here because
it’s their first choice—that changes the tone of the campus,” says Lee Stetson, dean of admissions.
When he first came to Penn in 1978, only 35 to 40 percent of freshmen picked it as their first choice.

“It’s a whole different attitude,” he says.
6. But there are other, less commendable reasons for using early admissions, as Fallows shows. It
improves colleges’ “yield” (the percentage of students accepted who actually attend). Because yield
is one factor in U.S. News & World Report’s annual college rankings, that can boost a school’s
position. Early admissions also improves “enrollment management”; it minimizes the chances that
too many or too few students will show up in the fall. Finally, early admissions may allow colleges
to attract more upper-middle-class students who don’t need financial aid, though a recent College
Board study disputes this. (The study found that freshmen, regardless of when admitted, got similar
aid packages.)
7. All this expediency comes at a growing moral cost. Many colleges—including Harvard—
contend that students who apply later do not reduce their personal odds of admission. This is almost
certainly false, and colleges that maintain the fiction are being misleading and even dishonest. Bad
show.
8. It is true that, compared with most social problems, -the sins of early admissions are small
potatoes. Most students will get over any disappointment, just as they will get over not being
admitted to Dartmouth or Duke. But it is also true that, unlike most social problems, this one could
actually be fixed. If a dozen or more top schools—Yale, Harvard, Stanford, Williams—denounced
and dropped the practice, it would lose respectability and critical mass. If only one or two colleges
do so, as Levin says, little would change.
9. What we have, for the moment, is the spectacle of some of America’s most prestigious
education institutions engaged in behavior that can only be described as antisocial. They have
subordinated students’ interests to their own. This is hypocritical and indifferent to any larger social
good. The message they’re sending to students is, “Get used to it; this is the way the world works.”
Colleges might argue that they’re providing something useful: an introductory course in cynicism.
But no college has yet offered this defense, which would at least have the virtue of honesty.

(From Newsweek, January 28, 2002)

Word Glossary
cynicism ['sinisizom] n. not believing in sincerity and honesty R f& ¥ X (#2%)
overwrought adj.  too nervous, overexcited it 2 EF I, MR
racket n MELE, WhH; (SEH] AGE .

hypocritical adj.  pretentious R4
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expediency [iks'pidionsi) n. what is necessary to do in a particular situation mainly
self-interest that, at most, is only partially defensible
WAL

denounce \ 2 to express strong disapproval of sth. 5T

ritual n. ceremony, sth. you do regularly

absurdity n. miE, B, FENITH

presumably adv.  HERESK, K8, AT

inflict , vt. FLATE, A2

conviction n. BiE, HifE

prestigious adj.  respected FHEIEN, HAEMN, ZRHM

ordeal n. painful experience

spectacle n. an unusual or interesting thing or situation that you see
or notice

premature adj. SEM, BrER

adverse adj. not good or favorable

Background and Culture Notes

“Let me tell you

About the author: Robert J. Samuelson: A contributing editor of Newsweek and has been a
column writer for the Washington Post since 1977.

SAT: Inthe U. S, the SAT, an abbreviation for “Scholastic Aptitude Test,” is an examination that
is often taken by students who wish to enter a college or university as undergraduates. In the U.K.,
however, SATs (an abbreviation for “Standard Assessment Task”) are a set of tasks given to
seven-year-old school children in order to test their ability.

Ivies: Referring to Ivy League institutions. The Ivy League is committed to seeking individuals
who are remarkable both as students and as athletes. The Ivy League includes many prestigious
universities such as Princeton, Yale, etc.

senioritis: a word referring to the lack of interest in learning among high school students who
« have already been enrolled by colleges through early admissions PR AR B SR AU B A R
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| Learn about the text .

1. Understanding the Text

A. Skimming e Scanning ,,
Find the answers to the following questions. Remember, you don’t need to read the entire text word
by word but just scan the parts that will help you answer the questions.

A A

How many candidates applied for early admissions in the fall of 20007

What is the acceptance rate for early admissions at Harvard?

How many schools did the study conducted by researchers at Harvard cover?

What universities are mentioned as the top schools in the U. S.?

When did Lee Stetson go to the University of Pennsylvania?

According to the College Board, approximately how many four-year schools are there in
America?

How many students are enrolled through early admissions at Yale University now? '

What is Yale president Levin’s opinion about early admissions?

B. True or False Statements
Read the text carefully and decided whether the following statements are True or False or Not
given enough information. Put a T or F or N on the line provided. g

. Getting into wrong colleges will ruin the lives of Stephen and Suzie.
. Nowadays universities and colleges in America resort more and more to early

admissions.

. Researchers at Harvard found that applying early will help students improve their SAT

scores by 100 points.

. Students applying for early admissions cannot make mature decisions.
. Students applying for.early admissions may be rejected at least once.
. The author believes that colleges’ policy of carly admissions is a kind of discrimination

against candidates.

) Improving colleges’ “yield” is one of the commendable reasons for employing early

admissions.

. Colleges’ enrollment management can be improved by early admissions.
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I1. Vocabulary Study
A. Contextual Meaning of Words

Read the following sentences carefully and then write a definition, synonym, or description of each
italicized vocabulary item in the space provided. When it is done, please find the same words in text
1 and see if you are able to determine their meanings in the given context.

1. Congress has a responsibility to ensure that all peaceful options are

exhausted before resorting to war.
The baby’s records are filed under the mother’s last name.

w e

They didn’t grasp the broad situation and spent more time magnifying

ridiculous details.
Head teachers yesterday submitted a claim for a 10% pay raise.

There’s too much crime and gratuitous violence on TV.

It wants the government to take action to boost the economy.

N nm s

What we have seen was a curious spectacle of a cat actually chasing a
dog. '

B. Word Recognition

Find the word in the text that best fits the meaning given. Write your answer on the line provided.

wild, excited or uncontrolled (para.1)

a thing that impairs statisfaction, a disadvantage (para. 3)
disappointment (para. 3) '

a difficult and unpleasant experience or situation (para. 4)

unfavorable (para. 4)

N

not completely (para. 5)

III. Understanding the Discourse
A. Recognizing Sources

i)  An article usually contains information from many sources. In your reading process, it is
necessary to identify the source of that information. The following is a list of statements
quoted from the text. Indicate the source of each statement; remember the author could be the
major information source to you.’

Example:
James Fallows The percentage of colleges resortmg to early admissions is increasing like a
“racket.”
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1. The practice of early admissions has adverse effects on high school students.
Early admissions will improve colleges’ percentage of students accepted who
actually attend.

Early admissions, being a social problem, could be fixed.

Early admissions could worsen the academic letdown.

Nowa'days,-the majority of students at Penn are admitted through early decision.
Colleges’ policy of early admissions can be described as antisocial.

AN

ii) Read the text carefully and answer the following queéstions.

1. This is a myth, but one hard to... (para. 1)
What is this and what does one refer to?

2. ...students accepted under early admissions benefit. Their ordeal is over. (para. 4)
What kind of ordeal is over?

3. Mainly self-interest that, at most, is only partially defensible. .. (para. 5)
What are some of the other defensible parts?

4. ...unlike most social problems, this one could actually be fixed. (para. 8)
What could actually be fixed? ’

5. If a dozen or more top schools denounced and dropped the practice ... (para. 8)
What practice is it?

6. All this expediency comes at a growing moral cost. (para. 7)
What does this expediency refer to?

7. This is hypocritical and indifferent to any larger social good. (para. 9)
What does this refer to ?

8. Get used to it; this is the way the world works. (para. 9)
In what kind of way does the world work?

B. Text Organization
Complete the following tree diagram with the information from the text.
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The essay reveals that there are two types of :

~

regular admissions l

Colleges have made it somewhat

P

drawback 1 drawback 2 drawback 3 drawback 4

admission rate: Consequence of such practice
misleading;: reasons for colleges using early admissions

PSRN

The author concludes that

IV. Translation
A. Translate the following expressions into Chinese.
1. early admissions 4. annual college rankings

2. adverse effects ) 5. small potatoes
3. gratuitous cruelty

B. Translate the fo[[owiry sentences into Chinese.

-

1. Worse, all the pressures and absurdities of the process are now needlessly magnified by colleges
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that resort more and more to “early admissions”—a practice rightly characterized as a “racket”
by writer James Fallows in a recent Atlantic Monthly.

The most selective colleges and universities sin the most.

There’s a tremendous growth that occurs in the 12th grade, early decision is rushing this along.
They have subordinated students’ interests to their own.

If colleges accept more early candidates, discrimination and premature senioritis will increase.
If the rejection rate rises, so will gratuitous cruelty.

ExclrciLey;
l Learn ﬁbm the text '
A. Vocabulary Building

Complete the following sentences with the expressions given in the box. Change the form if

Los W N

necessary.

expediency, contend, premature, inflict, absurdity,  myth,  overwrought, resort to

Contrary to the popular » women are not reckless spendthrifts.

I find myself growing increasingly angry at the of the situation.

“You were just looking,” Barbara, “I was the one doing all the work.”

The dog then attacked her, serious injuries.

One member had to be restrained by friends.

It seems political , rather than absolute economic need, will determine who
gains from the conflicts.

7. Itwouldbe _______ to accuse anyone until the investigation is complete.

8. When diplomaiic negotiation failed, Edward’s administration

A i A

military solutions.

B. Chinese-English Translation
HEFFOAE, RENES, AFTAE0Lm, R T AL A L —— X e 1% BB
WK SR RS E. SEAEHTHEK.

@ Humor and Jokes

- Teacher: How much is half of 8?
Pupil: Up and down or across?

Teacher: What do you mean?
Pupil: Well, up and down makes a 3 or across the middle leaves a 0!




