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Abstract

The end of colonialism and independence of colonies was epochal af-
fair in the world history in the 20* century, which not only made interna-
tional political situation change deeply but also affected the economy, cul-
ture and society of the world. Why did the colonialism retreat? Why did
the colonialism retreat after the middle period of 20* century? How to re-
treat? What impact did the retreat to make to the France, pre-colonies
and the whole world?

Focusing on a case study of about decolonization of France from
Africa, this dissertation tries to study the historical movement of disinte-
gration of France's colonialism system in De Gaulle's period from the view
of development of the whole historical movement and give the answers to
the above-mentioned questions.

In June 1958, De Gaulle assumed the reins of government again be-
cause of the crisis full-scale Algerian War. After that, he issued the Fifth
republic’ s constitution and established the ‘Communante frangaise’,
which set off the retreat. After the independence of Guinea in 1958, all
countries in Black Africa got impendence till 1960. In July 1962, Algeri-
an finally gained its independence after 8 years struggle. The decoloniza-
tion in Black Africa and Algerian indicates the collapse of the France

colonial system by and large.



Abstract 15

Decolonization in Black Africa was the key step of the France’ de-
colonization in which represented character of peaceful retreat from auton-
omy to independence. This rested with two factors. First, the nationalism
movement in Black Africa was relatively mild. After World War II, the
nationalism in Black Africa had two manners: violence and nonviolence.
The latter became the mainstream in which acquired collaboration with
suzerain and got rights and interests through peaceful parliamentary strug-
gle. This resulted from the assimilative policy and, concessive policy of
suzerain and excessive tendency of personification in nationalism of Black
Africa. Second, the Frances regulation of colonial policy in Black Africa
had continuity. It gave the chance to peaceful retreat in Black Africa.
The France’ decolonization in Black Africa embodied the characteristic of
mutual conflict and compromise between the De Gaulle’s government and
the nationalism movement in Black Africa. ° Revoli-concession’ and
‘ compromise-retreat© permeated the whole retreat process in Black
Africa.

Compared to the peaceful road of decolonization in Black Africa, the
decolonization in Algeria represented the characteristic of crisis and war,
which made the France government have to retreat step by step from ac-
knowledging the autonomy firstly to acknowledging the ‘Algeria owned by
Algerian’ , from authorizing the the republic of Algeria’ to giving the in-
dependence to Algeria by signed ‘the Act of Evian’ finally. It has three
reasons. First, Algerian had especial meaning to France. Because of the
significance of economics and strategy for France, the problem of Algerian
was regarded as an ethical problem, which became the resistance to the
retreat. Second, ethical conflict in Algerian was sharper than any other
colonies. The nationalism in Algerian used violence to capture the

regime . Algerian war had been 4 years since De Gaulle assumed the reins



