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Preamble

National treatment is a legal instrument established
and applied in the lengthy practice of international trade
and economic relations. After China ‘s accession to the
WTO,on the agenda have been pressingly placed such is-
sues as how to implement the national treatment obliga-
tions under the WTO and how to secure China$s entitiement
to national treatment and the benefits accruing to it. This
work is focused on national treatment clauses under GATT
1994 and GATS as well as TRIPS Agreement respectively
to analyze item by item their characteristics in legal terms
and illustrate their application scopes, subject matters, limi-
tations and exceptions, particularly in the new areas such
as GATS and TRIPS after the Uruguay Round. The applica-
tion rules for national treatment under the WTO are also
discussed in the light of the GATT/WTO cases of dispute
settlement and combined with the authors working experi-
ence in participation of the Uruguay Round of multilateral
trade negotiations. In addition, this book also goes a bit
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further into practical aspects of the WTO national treatment
application in the specific situations of China, such as
gradual introduction of national treatment concept into Chi-
na,breakthrough for Chinas adoption of national treatment
through GATT/WTO negotiations, reference standard and
limitations for national treatment application in China, es-
tablishment of legal system relating to national treatment in
China and so on.
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